the big picture story bible

The big picture story bible is an essential tool for writers and creators looking to develop
cohesive narratives across various media. This comprehensive guide serves as a roadmap,
ensuring that every character, plot point, and thematic element aligns with the
overarching vision of a story. In this article, we will explore what a story bible is, its
components, its significance, and how to create one that effectively encapsulates the
essence of your narrative.

Understanding the Concept of a Story Bible

A story bible, also known as a series bible or a creative bible, is a document that outlines
the key elements of a story or series. It serves as a reference for writers, producers, and
directors, providing a detailed account of the world, characters, plotlines, and themes that
make up the narrative universe. The big picture story bible goes beyond the surface-level
details, focusing on the broader context in which the story unfolds.

Purpose of a Story Bible

The primary purpose of a story bible is to maintain consistency and coherence throughout
a project. Here are some specific functions it serves:

1. Guidance for Development: It helps writers stay on track as they develop scripts, novels,
or other content by providing a clear outline of the story's trajectory.

2. Character Consistency: A well-crafted story bible details character arcs, motivations,
and relationships, ensuring that character development remains consistent across
episodes or chapters.

3. World-Building: It allows creators to define the rules and nuances of the story universe,
including its geography, history, and culture.

4. Pitching Tool: A story bible is often used to pitch a project to producers, studios, or
publishers, showcasing the potential of the narrative.

Key Components of a Big Picture Story Bible

Creating a big picture story bible involves compiling various elements that contribute to
the narrative's depth and richness. The following components are crucial:

1. Overview of the Story

This section provides a high-level summary of the narrative. It typically includes:



- Logline: A one-sentence summary that captures the essence of the story.
- Synopsis: A brief description of the plot, including the main conflict and resolution.
- Themes: An exploration of the central themes that the story addresses.

2. Character Profiles

Character profiles are essential for understanding the motivations and arcs of each
character. Profiles should include:

- Name: The character's full name and any nicknames.

- Role: The character's function in the story (protagonist, antagonist, etc.).

- Backstory: Key events from the character's past that shape their current motivations.

- Personality Traits: A description of the character’s personality, including strengths and
weaknesses.

- Development Arc: An outline of how the character changes throughout the story.

3. Setting and World-Building

This section elaborates on the story's universe, including:

- Geography: Detailed descriptions of the locations where the story takes place.

- History: Important historical events that influence the current narrative.

- Culture: An overview of societal norms, beliefs, and practices within the story's world.
- Rules of the World: Any supernatural elements, magic systems, or technological
advancements that exist in the story universe.

4. Episode or Chapter Breakdown

For narratives told in multiple installments, a breakdown of episodes or chapters is
crucial. This section should include:

- Episode Titles: Titles for each episode or chapter.

- Summary: A brief overview of what happens in each installment.
- Key Plot Points: Major developments and turning points that occur.

5. Visual References

Visual elements can enhance understanding of the story's aesthetic. This may include:

- Mood Boards: Collections of images that convey the tone and feel of the story.
- Character Art: Illustrations or descriptions of the characters’ appearances.
- Setting Visuals: Images or drawings that represent key locations.



Benefits of Creating a Big Picture Story Bible

Developing a big picture story bible offers numerous advantages for creators:

1. Enhanced Creativity

By outlining the major components of the narrative, a story bible can spark creativity and
inspire new ideas. Writers can experiment with plotlines and character arcs within the
established framework.

2. Improved Collaboration

When working in teams, a story bible serves as a shared reference point, ensuring that
everyone is on the same page. This is especially important in collaborative projects such as
TV shows or films, where multiple writers and departments are involved.

3. Streamlined Production

A well-organized story bible can significantly reduce production time. By having all the
necessary information in one place, teams can avoid confusion and make informed
decisions quickly.

4. Greater Audience Engagement

A cohesive narrative enhances audience engagement. When characters and plots are well-
developed, viewers or readers are more likely to connect with the story emotionally,
leading to increased investment in the narrative.

5. Long-term Planning

For series or franchises, a story bible allows for long-term planning and development.
Writers can plot out future storylines and character arcs, ensuring that the narrative
remains compelling over time.

How to Create a Big Picture Story Bible

Creating a big picture story bible can be a rewarding yet challenging task. Here’s a step-
by-step guide on how to put one together effectively:



Step 1: Define the Core Concept

Start by articulating the core concept of your story. What is the main idea? What makes it
unique? Write a logline to encapsulate this concept succinctly.

Step 2: Outline Major Themes

Identify the themes you want to explore in your narrative. Consider how these themes can
be represented through character actions, dialogue, and plot developments.

Step 3: Develop Character Profiles

Create detailed profiles for each character, ensuring you understand their motivations,
relationships, and arcs. This will help maintain consistency as you write.

Step 4: Build the World

Spend time developing the setting and rules of your story universe. Consider how the
world influences the characters and the plot.

Step 5: Break Down the Narrative Structure

Outline the structure of your story, whether it consists of episodes, chapters, or acts.
Identify key plot points and character developments for each installment.

Step 6: Incorporate Visual Elements

Gather visual references that represent the tone and aesthetic of your story. This can
include images, artwork, or mood boards that inspire the narrative.

Step 7: Revise and Update

As your story evolves, revisit your story bible regularly. Update it with new insights,
character developments, and plot changes to ensure it remains relevant and useful.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the big picture story bible is an invaluable resource for writers and creators
aiming to develop a rich and engaging narrative. By carefully outlining the essential
components of the story, including characters, settings, and themes, a story bible serves
as a comprehensive guide that fosters creativity, collaboration, and consistency. Whether
you are working on a novel, a television series, or a film, investing time in creating a
robust story bible will enhance the overall quality of your project and resonate with your
audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Big Picture Story Bible'?

The Big Picture Story Bible is a children's Bible that presents the overarching story of the
Bible in a way that is accessible and engaging for young readers. It emphasizes the main
themes and narratives that connect the biblical text.

Who is the author of 'The Big Picture Story Bible'?

The author of 'The Big Picture Story Bible' is David R. Helm, who aimed to help children
understand the grand narrative of Scripture.

What age group is 'The Big Picture Story Bible'
designed for?

The Big Picture Story Bible is primarily designed for children aged 2 to 8, making it
suitable for preschool and early elementary school readers.

How does 'The Big Picture Story Bible' differ from
traditional children's Bibles?

Unlike traditional children's Bibles that may focus on individual stories, 'The Big Picture
Story Bible' weaves together these stories to highlight the central theme of God's
redemptive plan throughout history.

What are some key themes highlighted in 'The Big
Picture Story Bible'?

Key themes include creation, sin, redemption, and the promise of eternal life, all
illustrated through memorable stories and colorful illustrations.

Are there illustrations in 'The Big Picture Story Bible'?

Yes, the Bible features vibrant illustrations that complement the text and help capture the



attention of young readers, making the stories more engaging.

Can 'The Big Picture Story Bible' be used for teaching in
Sunday schools?

Absolutely! 'The Big Picture Story Bible' is an excellent resource for Sunday schools, as it
provides a comprehensive overview of the Bible that can facilitate discussions and lessons
for children.

Is 'The Big Picture Story Bible' available in multiple
formats?

Yes, it is available in various formats, including hardcover and digital versions, making it
accessible for different preferences.

What do parents and educators say about 'The Big
Picture Story Bible'?

Parents and educators often praise 'The Big Picture Story Bible' for its clear storytelling,
engaging illustrations, and ability to foster a deeper understanding of biblical truths in
children.
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