the blackwell companion to natural theology

The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology is a seminal work that stands as a significant
contribution to the ongoing discourse surrounding the intersection of philosophy, theology, and
science. Published in 2012 and edited by William Lane Craig and J. P. Moreland, this volume brings
together a diverse array of essays from leading scholars in the field, each tackling various aspects of
natural theology. The book aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the arguments and
counterarguments that pertain to the existence and nature of God, grounding its discussions in both
philosophical inquiry and scientific understanding.

Understanding Natural Theology

Natural theology seeks to establish knowledge of God through reason and observation of the natural
world, as opposed to revelation or scripture. It is often contrasted with revealed theology, which relies
on divine revelation found in sacred texts. Natural theology employs philosophical reasoning and
empirical evidence to support its claims and has a rich intellectual history, tracing back to ancient
philosophers like Plato and Aristotle, and continuing through the Middle Ages with figures like Thomas
Aquinas.

Historical Context

The development of natural theology can be grouped into several key historical periods:

1. Ancient Philosophy: Thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle laid the groundwork for discussions about
the divine, emphasizing reason and the observation of nature.

2. Medieval Scholasticism: The integration of Christian doctrine with Aristotelian philosophy, notably
through figures like Augustine and Aquinas, solidified natural theology as a framework for
understanding God’s existence through rational inquiry.

3. Enlightenment and Modern Philosophy: The Enlightenment brought a critical approach to traditional
theology, leading to new arguments for God's existence, such as the moral argument proposed by
Immanuel Kant.

4. Contemporary Developments: In the 20th and 21st centuries, natural theology has seen a
resurgence, with scholars employing contemporary philosophy and science to engage with theological
guestions.

Structure of The Blackwell Companion to Natural
Theology

The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology is structured into several sections, each focusing on
different arguments for the existence of God. The book includes contributions from a variety of



scholars, making it a multi-faceted examination of natural theology.

Key Sections

1. Classic Arguments: This section explores traditional arguments for the existence of God, including:
- The Cosmological Argument: Asserts that everything that begins to exist has a cause, and ultimately
leads to the necessity of an uncaused cause or God.

- The Teleological Argument: Suggests that the design and order in the universe point towards an
intelligent designer.

- The Moral Argument: Posits that objective moral values necessitate a moral lawgiver.

2. Contemporary Discussions: Here, scholars engage with modern critiques and defenses of natural
theology, addressing contemporary philosophical challenges to classical arguments.

3. Scientific Perspectives: This section examines the relationship between science and theology,
discussing how scientific discoveries can inform and support natural theological positions.

4. Philosophical Objections: Contributors analyze various objections to natural theology, including
atheistic critiques and alternative metaphysical frameworks.

5. Practical Implications: The final section discusses the implications of natural theology for

contemporary belief and practice, addressing topics like apologetics, interfaith dialogue, and the role
of natural theology in religious education.

Significant Contributions and Themes

The essays in The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology present a wealth of ideas, arguments,
and counterarguments that reflect the current state of discourse in the field. Some of the most
significant contributions include:

The Cosmological Argument

Several essays delve into the nuances of the cosmological argument, particularly the Kalam
cosmological argument, which posits that:

- The universe began to exist.

- Therefore, the universe must have a cause.

Scholars like William Lane Craig argue that this cause is best explained by the existence of a
personal, transcendent God.

The Teleological Argument

The teleological argument, often illustrated through the analogy of a watchmaker, emphasizes the



complexity and order of the universe as evidence of design. Contributors examine:
- The fine-tuning of the universe for life.
- The implications of biological complexity as seen in evolution.

This argument is bolstered by contemporary scientific findings in physics and biology, which some
argue point towards a purposeful creation.

The Moral Argument

The moral argument is another focal point in the companion. It asserts that:
- If objective moral values exist, then God exists.
- Objective values are best explained by a transcendent source.

The essays explore philosophical implications of morality, including the works of moral philosophers
and their relevance to theistic ethics.

Critiques of Natural Theology

While the volume presents robust defenses of natural theology, it also does not shy away from
addressing critiques. Scholars engage with:

- The problem of evil: How can a good God allow suffering?

- Naturalism and atheism: Exploring the philosophical foundations of non-theistic worldviews.

These discussions provide a balanced examination of the strengths and weaknesses of natural
theology.

Implications for Modern Belief

The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology serves not only as a scholarly resource but also has
practical implications for contemporary belief systems. Its exploration of natural theology has
important ramifications for:

1. Apologetics: The book equips believers with philosophical tools to defend their faith against
skepticism and atheism.

2. Interfaith Dialogue: By presenting rational arguments for theism, it encourages dialogue between
different religious traditions that share a belief in a transcendent reality.

3. Education: The text can serve as a foundational resource for courses in philosophy, theology, and
science, fostering critical thinking and informed discussion among students.



Conclusion

In summary, The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology is an essential resource for anyone
interested in the philosophical and theological exploration of God's existence. It not only encapsulates
the historical development of natural theology but also engages with contemporary issues and
debates. The diverse range of essays offers a comprehensive overview of the arguments for and
against theism while inviting readers to consider the implications of these discussions for modern
belief and practice. As the landscape of philosophy and theology continues to evolve, this volume
remains a vital contribution to understanding the relationship between faith, reason, and the natural
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology'?

‘The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology' is a comprehensive reference work that explores the
philosophical and theological arguments for the existence of God, featuring contributions from various
scholars in the field.

Who are the editors of 'The Blackwell Companion to Natural
Theology'?

The volume is edited by William Lane Craig and J. P. Moreland, both of whom are prominent
philosophers and theologians known for their work in natural theology.

What topics are covered in 'The Blackwell Companion to
Natural Theology'?

The companion covers a range of topics including cosmological arguments, teleological arguments,
moral arguments, and the relationship between science and theology.

How does 'The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology'
address the problem of evil?

The text discusses various philosophical responses to the problem of evil, examining how natural
theology can provide a framework for understanding the existence of suffering in a world created by a
good God.

Is 'The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology' accessible
to non-specialists?

While the book is academically rigorous, it is designed to be accessible to a broader audience,
including readers who may not have a deep background in philosophy or theology.



What is the significance of the arguments presented in 'The
Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology'?

The arguments presented in the companion are significant as they aim to provide rational support for
theistic belief, engaging with contemporary philosophical debates and scientific discoveries.

Are there any critiques addressed in 'The Blackwell
Companion to Natural Theology'?

Yes, the volume engages with various critiques of natural theology, exploring objections and providing
counterarguments to strengthen the case for theism.

What is the intended audience for ‘'The Blackwell Companion
to Natural Theology'?

The intended audience includes students, scholars, and anyone interested in the intersection of
philosophy, theology, and science regarding the existence of God.

How has 'The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology'
influenced contemporary discussions on theism?

The companion has influenced contemporary discussions by providing a structured, scholarly
approach to natural theology, encouraging further research and debate in both academic and public
spheres.

Can 'The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology' be used in
academic settings?

Yes, the volume is suitable for use in academic settings, including courses on philosophy of religion,
theology, and apologetics, due to its comprehensive coverage and scholarly rigor.
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