the boggart by susan cooper

The Boggart by Susan Cooper is a captivating children's novel that blends
folklore with themes of family, friendship, and the clash between the modern
world and ancient traditions. First published in 1993, this enchanting story
has continued to resonate with readers of all ages, drawing them into a world
where mythical creatures and the power of imagination come to life. In this
article, we will delve into the plot, characters, themes, and the
significance of Cooper's work, while exploring why "The Boggart" remains a
beloved classic in children's literature.

Plot Summary

The story begins when the McGowan family inherits an old castle in Ireland
from their recently deceased relative, a quirky and reclusive old woman. The
family, consisting of a mother, father, and their two children, Emily and
Jess, are excited yet apprehensive about their new home. Upon arrival, they
discover that the castle is not only filled with history but also with an
ancient spirit known as a boggart.

A boggart is a mischievous creature from British folklore, often known for
its ability to shape-shift and create chaos. The McGowans soon learn that
their boggart is no ordinary creature; it is deeply tied to the land and its
history. As they acclimatize to their new surroundings, Emily and Jess
uncover the boggart’s past and its connection to their family.

As the story unfolds, the boggart's antics lead to a series of humorous and
often dangerous situations. It plays tricks on the family and their
neighbors, creating a combination of chaos and adventure. However, the
boggart is not purely malevolent; it has its own reasons for its behavior,
which the children gradually come to understand.

Main Characters

The characters in "The Boggart" are richly developed, each contributing to
the overall narrative in meaningful ways. Here are some of the key players:

Emily McGowan

Emily is one of the protagonists, a curious and brave young girl who takes a
keen interest in the boggart and its history. Her determination to understand
the creature sets the stage for much of the story's action. Emily embodies
the spirit of adventure and the importance of empathy, which is crucial in



dealing with the boggart.

Jess McGowan

Jess, Emily's brother, is more cautious and skeptical than his sister. His
character adds a layer of realism to the story, as he often questions the
existence of the boggart and the folklore surrounding it. However, as events
unfold, Jess gradually learns to embrace the magical aspects of their new
life.

The Boggart

The boggart itself is a character full of complexity. Initially perceived as
a troublemaker, it becomes clear that the boggart is a product of its
environment and experiences. The creature's journey from mischief to
understanding highlights themes of acceptance and the importance of
connection.

Thematic Elements

Susan Cooper weaves several themes throughout "The Boggart," making it a rich
text for analysis and discussion. Here are some notable themes:

Tradition vs. Modernity

One of the central themes of "The Boggart" is the tension between tradition
and modernity. The McGowan family's move to an ancient castle symbolizes a
confrontation between contemporary life and the deep-rooted customs of the
past. The boggart embodies the folklore and traditions that are often
forgotten in a rapidly changing world.

Family and Connection

Family dynamics play a crucial role in the story. The McGowan family's
interactions and their shared experiences with the boggart help to strengthen
their bonds. This theme emphasizes the importance of support and
understanding within families, especially when faced with challenges.



Empathy and Understanding

As Emily and Jess learn more about the boggart, they come to empathize with
its struggles. The story teaches readers the importance of looking beyond
surface behaviors to understand the motivations and feelings of others,
whether human or mythical.

Significance of Folklore

Cooper's use of folklore is a significant aspect of "The Boggart." The
boggart, rooted in British mythology, serves as a bridge between the past and
the present. By incorporating folklore into the narrative, Cooper not only
enriches the story but also introduces young readers to the importance of
cultural heritage.

Educational Value

"The Boggart" serves as an excellent educational tool for teaching children
about folklore, history, and empathy. The book encourages exploration of
various cultural stories and legends, prompting discussions about their
meanings and relevance in today's world. Educators can use this text in
classrooms to enhance literacy skills while fostering an appreciation for
cultural narratives.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, "The Boggart" has garnered critical acclaim and has
become a staple in children's literature. The novel has been praised for its
imaginative storytelling and rich character development. Its impact can be
seen in various adaptations and references in popular culture, showcasing the
lasting influence of Cooper's work.

Adaptations and Related Works

While "The Boggart" has not had a significant film adaptation, its themes and
characters have inspired various other works in literature and media. The
continued interest in folklore and mythical creatures is evident in
contemporary children's literature, often drawing parallels to Cooper's
storytelling style.



Conclusion

In conclusion, The Boggart by Susan Cooper is more than just a children's
novel; it is a timeless exploration of the intersection between folklore and
modern life, family dynamics, and the importance of empathy. Through the
adventures of Emily, Jess, and the boggart, readers are invited to reflect on
their own lives and the stories that shape their identities. The novel's
enduring popularity is a testament to Cooper's skill as a storyteller and her
ability to engage readers with themes that remain relevant today. Whether you
are a child discovering the world of folklore for the first time or an adult
revisiting this classic, "The Boggart" offers a magical journey that will
leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'The Boggart' by Susan
Cooper?

The novel explores themes of family, friendship, the clash of cultures, and
the importance of understanding and respecting nature.

How does the character of the Boggart evolve
throughout the story?

Initially portrayed as a mischievous and frightening creature, the Boggart
evolves to show deeper emotions and motivations, reflecting the complexities
of fear and understanding.

What role does the setting play in 'The Boggart'?

The setting, which moves between modern-day Canada and the ancient landscapes
of Ireland, plays a crucial role in highlighting the contrasts between
contemporary life and traditional folklore.

How does Susan Cooper incorporate elements of
folklore in 'The Boggart'?

Cooper weaves traditional Irish folklore into the narrative, using the
Boggart as a symbol of cultural heritage and as a means of connecting
characters with their ancestral roots.

What is the significance of family dynamics in 'The
Boggart'?

Family dynamics are central to the story as they highlight the challenges of



adapting to new environments, the bonds that unite characters, and the
lessons learned through shared experiences.

How does 'The Boggart' address the concept of fear?

The novel addresses fear as a natural response to the unknown, suggesting
that understanding and empathy can transform fear into acceptance and
friendship.
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