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The Book of Strange New Things by Michel Faber is a thought-provoking novel that delves into
themes of love, faith, and the complexities of human relationships amidst the backdrop of an
extraterrestrial landscape. Published in 2014, this science fiction narrative offers readers an
exploration of what it means to be human in an increasingly disconnected world. Faber's compelling
storytelling and rich character development make this book a significant work in contemporary
literature, as it challenges the boundaries of genre and invites readers to reflect on their own beliefs
and connections.

Overview of the Plot

The novel follows Peter Leigh, a Christian missionary sent to the distant planet of Oasis to spread the
word of God among its alien inhabitants. This futuristic setting is juxtaposed with a deteriorating
Earth, where Peter's wife, Bea, remains behind, grappling with the societal collapse and personal
challenges that arise from their separation.

Peter's journey is not just a physical one but also a spiritual and emotional odyssey. As he interacts
with the native species, known as the Oasans, he faces the challenge of communicating his beliefs
while navigating the complexities of their own culture and understanding. The narrative oscillates
between Peter’s experiences on Oasis and Bea's struggles back on Earth, illustrating the deep
emotional ties that bind them even as they are worlds apart.

The Setting: A Tale of Two Worlds

The contrasting environments of Oasis and Earth play a crucial role in the narrative.

Oasis: A lush, vibrant planet filled with unique flora and fauna, it serves as a stark contrast to
the bleak reality of Earth. The Oasans, while alien in nature, display a capacity for empathy and
understanding that challenges Peter’s preconceived notions about humanity.

Earth: Depicted as a world in decline, plagued by violence, societal breakdown, and
environmental collapse, it reflects the anxieties of contemporary society. Bea’s experiences
highlight the fragility of human connections in the face of adversity.

This duality emphasizes the core themes of the novel: the search for meaning and the inherent
challenges of communication and connection, regardless of the species involved.

Thematic Exploration

Faber's novel is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels, inviting readers to ponder their



significance in both the fictional narrative and real life.

Faith and Belief

One of the central themes of "The Book of Strange New Things" is the exploration of faith. Peter's
mission is grounded in his Christian beliefs, yet he encounters a culture that does not share the same
worldview. The narrative raises questions about the nature of faith and its relevance in a world that is
increasingly interconnected yet deeply divided. Key points include:

Faith in Crisis: As Peter grapples with the challenges of his mission, he must confront his own1.
beliefs and the doubts that arise from his experiences.

Cultural Relativism: The interactions between Peter and the Oasans exemplify the2.
complexities of cultural exchange, prompting readers to consider the validity of different belief
systems.

Connection and Isolation: The emotional distance between Peter and Bea underscores the3.
struggle to maintain faith in love and relationships amidst separation.

Love and Relationships

Another significant theme in the novel is the exploration of love, particularly the strain that distance
and circumstance can place on relationships.

Peter and Bea's Relationship: Their love is tested by physical separation and the emotional
challenges that arise from their divergent experiences. Bea’s struggles on Earth contrast
sharply with Peter’s mission, highlighting how external factors can influence personal
connections.

Interconnectedness: The novel suggests that love transcends physical boundaries, yet it also
emphasizes the need for communication and understanding to maintain emotional ties.

Faber skillfully captures the nuances of love, illustrating its ability to endure even in the face of
insurmountable challenges.

Character Development

The characters in "The Book of Strange New Things" are intricately crafted, each serving as a
representation of the novel’s broader themes.



Peter Leigh

Peter is a complex protagonist whose journey reflects the struggles of faith and the quest for
understanding.

Missionary Work: His role as a missionary puts him in a position of authority and
responsibility, yet he is also vulnerable and filled with doubt.

Growth and Change: Throughout the novel, Peter undergoes significant personal growth,
challenged by his interactions with the Oasans and the realities of his life back on Earth.

Bea Leigh

Bea, Peter’s wife, provides a contrasting perspective as she navigates the challenges of life on a
deteriorating Earth.

Strength and Resilience: Bea’s character embodies resilience, as she faces the collapse of
society while trying to hold on to her love for Peter.

Emotional Depth: Her struggles highlight the emotional toll of separation, making her
character relatable and deeply human.

Through Peter and Bea, Faber captures the essence of human experience, emphasizing the
importance of connection in a fractured world.

Writing Style and Structure

Michel Faber’s writing style in "The Book of Strange New Things" is both lyrical and poignant. His
prose is characterized by vivid imagery and emotional depth, allowing readers to immerse themselves
in the dual worlds of Oasis and Earth.

Narrative Structure

The novel employs a dual narrative structure, alternating between Peter's experiences on Oasis and
Bea's life on Earth. This approach not only enhances the emotional stakes but also provides a
comprehensive view of the characters' challenges and growth.



The Use of Symbolism

Faber utilizes symbolism throughout the novel.

The Planet Oasis: Represents both hope and alienation, serving as a mirror for Peter's internal
struggles.

Communication: The challenges of language and understanding symbolize the broader
difficulties of connection in human relationships.

These elements contribute to the richness of the narrative, inviting readers to engage deeply with the
text.

Conclusion

"The Book of Strange New Things" by Michel Faber is a profound exploration of faith, love, and the
complexities of human relationships in a world that is both familiar and alien. Through Peter and Bea's
journey, Faber challenges readers to reflect on their own beliefs and connections, urging them to
consider the impact of distance and circumstance on love.

As a work that transcends genres, this novel stands as a testament to the power of storytelling in
illuminating the human experience. Faber's unique blend of science fiction and emotional depth
makes "The Book of Strange New Things" a compelling read, encouraging introspection and dialogue
about the nature of faith, love, and what it means to be truly connected in an increasingly distant
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Book of Strange New Things'
by Michel Faber?
The novel follows Peter Leigh, a missionary sent to a distant planet called Oasis to preach to an alien
species, exploring themes of faith, love, and the impact of colonization.

How does the relationship between Peter and his wife, Bea,
evolve throughout the book?
Their relationship is tested by distance and the challenges of communication, as Bea struggles with
life on Earth while Peter immerses himself in his mission on Oasis.



What role do the alien inhabitants of Oasis play in the story?
The alien inhabitants, referred to as the Oasans, are curious about human beliefs and culture, serving
as a reflection of faith and the complexities of interspecies interaction.

What themes are explored in 'The Book of Strange New
Things'?
Major themes include the conflict between faith and doubt, the nature of love and sacrifice, and the
impact of technology and colonialism on different cultures.

How does Michel Faber use language to convey the otherness
of Oasis?
Faber employs vivid and imaginative descriptions to create a sense of wonder and strangeness, using
language that evokes the alien environment and its inhabitants.

What is the significance of the title 'The Book of Strange New
Things'?
The title reflects the exploration of the unknown, both in terms of the alien world Peter encounters
and the new experiences that challenge his understanding of faith and humanity.

How does the book address the concept of faith?
The novel delves into the complexities of faith through Peter's mission and his interactions with the
Oasans, questioning the nature and relevance of belief in unfamiliar contexts.

What impact does the Earth's deteriorating situation have on
the characters?
The worsening conditions on Earth create a sense of urgency and despair for Bea, contrasting with
Peter's hopeful mission on Oasis, highlighting the emotional toll of separation.

What literary techniques does Faber use to develop character
depth?
Faber utilizes inner monologues, flashbacks, and rich character backstories to provide insight into
Peter's motivations, struggles, and emotional state throughout the novel.

How has 'The Book of Strange New Things' been received by
critics and readers?
The novel has generally received positive reviews, praised for its imaginative narrative, depth of
character, and thought-provoking themes regarding humanity and belief.
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