
the bookwoman of troublesome creek
discussion questions
The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek discussion questions can enhance your reading
experience by prompting deeper thought and conversation about the themes, characters, and
historical context of this captivating novel by Kim Michele Richardson. This book, set in the 1930s in
the Appalachian region of Kentucky, explores the life of Cussy Mary McLaughlin, a young woman
who delivers books to impoverished communities, all while battling the prejudices of her time. As
you delve into the story, consider the following discussion questions that will inspire meaningful
dialogue and reflection.

Understanding the Themes

1. The Importance of Literacy
One of the central themes of The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek is the power of literacy. Cussy
Mary’s role as a bookwoman highlights the significance of education and access to books in rural
communities.

- How does the author depict the relationship between literacy and empowerment?
- In what ways do the characters’ lives change as they gain access to reading materials?

2. Social Injustice and Discrimination
The novel also addresses various forms of discrimination, including those based on gender, class,
and race. Cussy Mary, who is a Blue, faces social ostracism due to her skin color.

- How does the author use Cussy’s experiences to shed light on the broader issues of social injustice?
- What parallels can you draw between the discrimination depicted in the book and modern societal
issues?

Character Exploration

3. Cussy Mary McLaughlin
Cussy Mary is a complex protagonist who embodies resilience and determination.

- What are Cussy’s defining traits, and how do they help her navigate the challenges she faces?
- In what ways does her character evolve throughout the story?



4. Supporting Characters
The supporting characters play crucial roles in Cussy's journey.

- Discuss the roles of characters such as the other bookwomen and Cussy’s family. How do they
contribute to her story?
- How do the relationships Cussy forms with these characters impact her outlook on life?

Setting and Historical Context

5. The Appalachian Region in the 1930s
The setting of Troublesome Creek is integral to the narrative.

- How does the author portray the challenges of living in a rural, economically depressed area during
the Great Depression?
- What role does the landscape play in shaping the story and the characters’ lives?

6. The WPA and the Bookmobile Project
The Works Progress Administration (WPA) is a significant historical backdrop for the book.

- How does the WPA’s bookmobile project affect the communities depicted in the novel?
- In what ways does the author highlight the importance of government programs in supporting
literacy and education?

Symbolism and Motifs

7. The Blue Skin
Cussy Mary’s blue skin serves as a powerful symbol throughout the novel.

- What does her blue skin represent in terms of identity and belonging?
- How does it serve as a metaphor for the struggles faced by marginalized communities?

8. The Books as a Symbol
Books are not just physical objects in this story; they symbolize hope and change.

- In what ways do the books Cussy delivers represent more than just stories?
- How do they serve as tools for transformation in the lives of the characters?



Personal Reflections and Connections

9. Relating to Cussy’s Journey
Cussy's story is one of perseverance and courage.

- Can you relate to any of the struggles Cussy faces in your own life?
- What lessons can be drawn from her experiences that apply to contemporary issues?

10. The Role of Community
Community plays an essential role in the narrative.

- How does the sense of community among the residents of Troublesome Creek impact their ability
to overcome challenges?
- In what ways does the book illustrate the importance of support systems during difficult times?

Discussion Questions for Book Clubs

If you’re part of a book club or simply wish to discuss the novel with friends, consider these
additional questions:

What was your initial reaction to Cussy's character, and did it change throughout the book?1.

How does the author’s writing style contribute to the emotional depth of the story?2.

What moments in the book stood out to you as particularly poignant or impactful?3.

What do you think the author hopes readers take away from Cussy's journey?4.

How does the ending of the book resonate with you, and what emotions did it evoke?5.

Conclusion

Engaging with The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek discussion questions not only deepens
your understanding of the novel but also fosters a connection with its themes and characters.
Whether you’re reading solo or with a group, these questions will guide you in exploring the
multifaceted narrative that Kim Michele Richardson has crafted. As you reflect upon Cussy Mary’s
journey, consider the enduring relevance of her story in today’s world, and let it inspire
conversations about the importance of literacy, community, and resilience in the face of adversity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What themes of resilience and survival are explored in 'The
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek'?
The novel highlights the resilience of the main character, Cussy Mary, as she navigates the
challenges of poverty, discrimination, and isolation in the Appalachian mountains. It explores how
her love for books and literacy becomes a means of survival and empowerment.

How does the setting of Troublesome Creek affect the
characters and the plot?
The remote and rugged setting of Troublesome Creek plays a crucial role in shaping the characters'
lives and experiences. It emphasizes the isolation faced by the community, the difficulties in
accessing education and resources, and the impact of the natural environment on their daily lives.

What role does the Blue Skin condition play in the story and
its characters?
The Blue Skin condition, which affects Cussy Mary and her family, serves as a metaphor for societal
prejudice and discrimination. It illustrates how physical differences can lead to social ostracism, and
it highlights the themes of identity and acceptance throughout the narrative.

In what ways does 'The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek'
address the importance of literacy?
The novel emphasizes the transformative power of literacy, showcasing how access to books can
change lives. Cussy Mary's role as a traveling librarian demonstrates the impact of reading on
education, empowerment, and community cohesion, especially in areas where such resources are
scarce.

How do the relationships Cussy Mary forms influence her
journey in the novel?
Cussy Mary's relationships with other characters, including her patrons and friends, significantly
impact her journey. These connections provide her with support, challenge her views, and ultimately
help her to find her place in a world that often marginalizes her, illustrating the importance of
community and solidarity.
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