
the boor by anton chekhov
The Boor is a one-act play written by the Russian playwright Anton Chekhov in
1888. This comedic work encapsulates the essence of Chekhov's mastery in
portraying human relationships and the absurdities of social interactions. It
revolves around a clash of personalities and social classes, focusing on the
humorous yet poignant dynamics between a wealthy widow and a boorish
landowner. The play is not only a testament to Chekhov's wit but also a
reflection of the societal norms of 19th-century Russia. In this article, we
will delve into the plot, characters, themes, and the significance of "The
Boor," exploring how Chekhov's keen observations of human nature contribute
to the play's enduring relevance.

Plot Summary

"The Boor" is set in a single location, the drawing-room of the wealthy widow
Elena Ivanovna Popova. The play opens with Popova in mourning for her
deceased husband, lamenting her life of solitude and promising to remain
faithful to his memory. She is visited by Grigory Stepanovich Smirnov, a
rough and unrefined landowner who is in desperate need of money to settle his
debts. The encounter between these two characters quickly turns from a
mundane financial discussion into a battle of wills filled with tension and
humor.

Key Events

1. The Setup: The play starts with Popova’s somber reflections and her
determination to mourn her husband. This sets the tone for her character as a
devoted widow.

2. Smirnov's Arrival: Smirnov barges into Popova’s home, demanding repayment
of a debt owed by her late husband. His brusque manner immediately creates a
stark contrast with Popova’s delicate demeanor.

3. The Argument: As Smirnov and Popova engage in a heated argument over the
debt, their personalities clash spectacularly. Popova reveals her fiery
spirit and defiance, while Smirnov displays his boorishness, leading to witty
exchanges that highlight their differences.

4. The Turning Point: Amidst their quarrel, a surprising chemistry develops
between them. As the argument escalates, both characters begin to reveal
deeper emotional layers, and their initial animosity starts to morph into
something unexpected.

5. The Resolution: The play culminates in a comedic twist when Popova, in a



moment of passionate defiance, challenges Smirnov to a duel. The absurdity of
the situation leads to an unexpected romantic tension, culminating in a
humorous yet poignant resolution.

Characters

Chekhov's characters in "The Boor" are vividly drawn and serve to embody
various social and personal traits that resonate with the audience.

Elena Ivanovna Popova

Popova is characterized as a wealthy widow, initially portrayed as a grieving
spouse devoted to her deceased husband. However, as the play progresses, her
character reveals a fiery and strong-willed nature. She displays
intelligence, wit, and a surprising capacity for passion, challenging the
stereotypical image of women in her social class during the time.

Grigory Stepanovich Smirnov

Smirnov is the quintessential boor, embodying the traits of a rough,
unrefined landowner. His lack of social grace and bluntness contrasts sharply
with Popova’s more refined demeanor. However, as the play unfolds, Smirnov
also reveals a complex character, showcasing vulnerability and a longing for
connection beneath his gruff exterior.

Supporting Characters

While the play primarily focuses on the interaction between Popova and
Smirnov, the presence of the maid, Luka, adds a layer of comedic relief and
serves as a foil to the main characters. Her reactions to the unfolding drama
highlight the absurdity of the situation.

Themes

Chekhov's work often delves into complex themes that reflect the human
experience. In "The Boor," several key themes emerge:

Class and Social Interaction



The play explores the dynamics between different social classes. Popova's
wealth and status clash with Smirnov's rough, unrefined upbringing. Their
interactions highlight the absurdity of social conventions and the barriers
that class differences create. Chekhov uses humor to critique the rigid
social structures of his time.

Gender Roles and Expectations

"The Boor" addresses gender roles, particularly the expectations placed on
women in the 19th century. Popova initially embodies the archetype of the
grieving widow, but her strong-willed nature challenges these conventions.
Chekhov showcases her growth as she defies societal expectations, asserting
her independence and desires.

The Nature of Love and Conflict

At its core, the play examines the interplay between love and conflict. The
initial animosity between Popova and Smirnov transforms into a complex
relationship that blurs the lines between hate and attraction. Chekhov
suggests that passion can arise from conflict and that love often emerges in
unexpected ways.

Style and Structure

Chekhov's style in "The Boor" is characterized by sharp dialogue, rich
characterizations, and a keen sense of timing. The one-act structure allows
for a focused exploration of the central conflict without unnecessary
distractions. The rapid exchanges between Popova and Smirnov create a sense
of immediacy and urgency, drawing the audience into their tumultuous
relationship.

Use of Humor

Chekhov employs humor not only for comedic effect but also as a means of
revealing deeper truths about his characters. The absurdity of their
situation, coupled with clever wordplay and witty banter, adds layers of
complexity to the narrative. This blend of humor and poignancy is a hallmark
of Chekhov's style, making his works both entertaining and thought-provoking.



Significance and Legacy

"The Boor" remains a significant work in Chekhov's oeuvre and in the
landscape of Russian literature. It exemplifies the playwright's ability to
capture the nuances of human behavior and relationships. The play's
exploration of social class, gender roles, and the nature of love continues
to resonate with contemporary audiences.

Influence on Theatre

Chekhov's innovative approach to character development and dialogue has
influenced generations of playwrights. His use of subtext and the blending of
comedy and tragedy paved the way for modern theatrical forms. "The Boor,"
with its rich characterizations and sharp wit, exemplifies Chekhov's
contribution to the evolution of drama.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Boor" is a testament to Anton Chekhov's genius in
capturing the complexities of human relationships and social dynamics.
Through the comedic interplay between Popova and Smirnov, Chekhov explores
themes of class, gender, and the nature of love, all while providing a
humorous commentary on the absurdities of life. The play's enduring relevance
and influence on theatre ensure that Chekhov's work will continue to be
celebrated and studied for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'The Boor' by Anton
Chekhov?
The primary theme of 'The Boor' is the clash between social classes and the
absurdity of human relationships, particularly in the context of love and
conflict.

Who are the main characters in 'The Boor'?
The main characters are Elena Ivanovna Popova, a grieving widow, and Grigory
Stepanovich Smirnov, a boorish landowner who comes to collect a debt.

How does Chekhov use humor in 'The Boor'?
Chekhov employs situational and character-based humor, highlighting the



absurdities of the characters' interactions and the misunderstandings that
arise from their contrasting personalities.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The
Boor'?
The setting, a rural estate in Russia, reflects the social dynamics and class
struggles of the time, serving as a backdrop for the comedic and dramatic
encounters between the characters.

In what ways does 'The Boor' critique societal
norms?
The play critiques societal norms by exposing the rigid expectations
surrounding gender roles, marriage, and financial dealings, ultimately
questioning the validity of such conventions.

What role does gender play in the dynamics of 'The
Boor'?
Gender plays a crucial role, as the female character, Elena, defies typical
submissive roles, asserting her independence and challenging Smirnov's
aggressive masculinity.

How does Chekhov's writing style contribute to the
effectiveness of 'The Boor'?
Chekhov's concise and witty dialogue, along with his focus on character
psychology, enhances the comedic elements and deepens the emotional impact of
the play.

What is the resolution of the conflict in 'The
Boor'?
The conflict resolves with an unexpected romantic twist, as Elena and
Smirnov, after a heated argument, realize their attraction to each other,
leading to a comedic but sincere union.
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