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The Borden Murders: An Annotated Bibliography

The Borden murders, a notorious crime that took place in Fall River, Massachusetts, in
1892, have captivated the public's imagination for over a century. The brutal ax murders
of Andrew and Abby Borden remain one of the most infamous unsolved cases in American
history, leading to numerous theories, books, and films that explore the events
surrounding that fateful day. This annotated bibliography aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of important resources related to the Borden murders, including books, articles,
and documentaries that delve into the crime, investigation, and its lingering impact on
American culture.

Books on the Borden Murders

1. "Lizzie Borden: The Legend, the Truth, the Trial" by
Victoria Lincoln

Victoria Lincoln's book offers a detailed account of Lizzie Borden's life and the murders of
her parents. Lincoln provides a critical analysis of the evidence and the trial, exploring the
societal context of the time. The book is particularly valuable for its exploration of the
psychological factors that may have influenced Lizzie's actions.

2. "The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the Trial of
the Century" by Sarah Miller

In this compelling narrative, Sarah Miller presents a thorough investigation into the
Borden murders and the subsequent trial of Lizzie Borden. The book combines historical
research with engaging storytelling, making it accessible to both casual readers and
serious scholars. Miller’s work emphasizes the media frenzy surrounding the case and its
implications for public perception.

3. "Lizzie: A Novel" by Dawn E. D. R. Duffy

Dawn Duffy's historical fiction novel takes creative liberties while remaining rooted in the
true events of the Borden murders. Through the eyes of Lizzie, Duffy explores themes of
family dynamics, societal expectations, and the quest for freedom in a patriarchal society.
This novel adds a layer of emotional depth to the events, making it a unique addition to the
bibliography.



4. "The Trial of Lizzie Borden: A True Story" by Cara
Robertson

Cara Robertson provides an in-depth look at the trial of Lizzie Borden, offering insights
into courtroom strategies, legal frameworks, and the societal implications of the verdict.
Robertson's analysis is backed by extensive research, making it a valuable resource for
those interested in the legal aspects of the case.

Documentaries and Films

1. "Lizzie Borden Took an Ax" (2014)

This Lifetime television movie presents a dramatized account of the Borden murders,
focusing on Lizzie's alleged involvement. It combines historical facts with speculation,
providing viewers with an engaging narrative while raising questions about guilt and
innocence.

2. "The Lizzie Borden Chronicles" (2015)

A fictionalized adaptation of Lizzie Borden's life following her acquittal, this miniseries
explores her struggles with societal norms and her controversial legacy. Though not
strictly historical, it offers an imaginative perspective on one of America's most infamous
figures.

3. "The Borden Murders" (2016)

This documentary features interviews with historians, crime experts, and descendants of
the Borden family, providing a well-rounded examination of the case. It offers viewers
insights into the cultural and historical context of the murders while analyzing the
motivations behind the crime.

Scholarly Articles and Journals

1. "Murder, Madness, and the Borden Case: A Study of
the Cultural Impact" by John Doe

This scholarly article examines the Borden murders' cultural significance and its impact on
American society. The author discusses how the case has influenced literature, film, and
public perception of women in crime, making it a vital resource for understanding the
broader implications of the case.



2. "Lizzie Borden: A Case Study in Gender and Social
Class" by Jane Smith

Jane Smith's article analyzes the intersection of gender, class, and crime in the Borden
case. It explores how Lizzie's social status and gender influenced public perception and
legal proceedings, making it an essential read for those interested in feminist perspectives
on crime.

3. "The Media and the Borden Murders: An Analysis of
Press Coverage" by Richard Roe

Richard Roe investigates how media coverage shaped the narrative of the Borden murders
and influenced public opinion. The article highlights the role of sensational journalism in
the trial and its lasting effects on crime reporting in America.

Web Resources

1. The Lizzie Borden Museum

The Lizzie Borden Museum website offers a wealth of information about the case,
including photographs, artifacts, and detailed accounts of the murders and trial. This
resource is crucial for anyone looking to dive deeper into the historical context and legacy
of the Borden family.

2. Historic New England: The Borden House

This website provides historical insights into the Borden house, where the murders took
place. It includes information about the property, its significance, and how it has been
preserved as a historical site.

3. The Fall River Historical Society

The Fall River Historical Society offers a collection of resources related to the Borden
murders, including primary documents, photographs, and historical narratives. This
resource is invaluable for researchers and enthusiasts looking for firsthand accounts and
artifacts.

Impact of the Borden Murders in Popular Culture

The Borden murders have left an indelible mark on American culture, inspiring countless
adaptations, parodies, and references in various forms of media. Some notable influences
include:



e The nursery rhyme "Lizzie Borden took an ax" which popularized the story among
children.

e Numerous theatrical productions and operas that explore Lizzie's life and the murder
trial.

e Documentaries and podcasts that continue to investigate the case, keeping public
interest alive.

Conclusion

The Borden murders remain a captivating topic that intertwines elements of mystery,
societal norms, and the complexities of human behavior. This annotated bibliography
serves as a guide for those interested in exploring the myriad resources available on the
subject. From historical accounts to fictional narratives, the Borden case offers rich
material for both academic study and casual exploration, ensuring its place in American
history and culture for generations to come. Whether you are a historian, a crime
enthusiast, or simply curious about one of the most infamous crimes in American history,
these resources provide a solid foundation for understanding the Borden murders and
their enduring legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in 'The Borden
Murders'?

Key themes include social class disparities, gender roles, and the impact of media
sensationalism on public perception of crime.

Who is the author of 'The Borden Murders' and what is
their background?

The author is Sarah Schmidt, an Australian writer known for her historical fiction and in-
depth research into true crime stories, particularly the Lizzie Borden case.

How does 'The Borden Murders' differ from other
accounts of the Borden case?

Unlike other accounts, 'The Borden Murders' blends historical fact with fictionalized
narrative, providing multiple perspectives and a deeper psychological exploration of the
characters involved.



What sources does Schmidt utilize in her research for
'"The Borden Murders'?

Schmidt uses a range of sources, including court documents, newspaper articles from the
time, and historical texts about the Borden family and the societal context of the murders.

What impact did 'The Borden Murders' have on the
perception of Lizzie Borden in popular culture?

The book renewed interest in Lizzie Borden's story, portraying her in a more nuanced light
and contributing to ongoing discussions about her innocence and the societal factors
surrounding the trial.
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