the borrowers by mary norton

The Borrowers by Mary Norton is a beloved children's classic that has enchanted
readers for generations. First published in 1952, this enchanting tale follows the lives of the
Clock family—tiny people who live secretly in the homes of "human beans," borrowing
items they need to survive. With its imaginative storyline, relatable themes, and engaging
characters, "The Borrowers" has made a significant impact on children's literature and
remains a favorite among readers of all ages. In this article, we will explore the themes,
characters, and the legacy of Mary Norton's "The Borrowers," shedding light on why it
continues to resonate with audiences today.

Overview of "The Borrowers"

Mary Norton’s "The Borrowers" introduces readers to a hidden world where tiny people
navigate the challenges of living among humans. The story is set in England, primarily
focusing on the Clock family's adventures as they "borrow" necessary items from the
human inhabitants of the house they reside in.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with an introduction to the Clock family, comprising Arrietty, her father
Pod, and her mother Homily. These tiny people stand only a few inches tall and live

beneath the floorboards of a large house. They sustain their lives by borrowing items such
as sugar cubes, buttons, and small utensils from the humans without being detected.

However, their peaceful existence is threatened when a young boy named Jim discovers
Arrietty. This discovery sets off a chain of events that leads to both thrilling adventures and
moments of danger. The story unfolds with themes of friendship, bravery, and the quest for
independence as Arrietty navigates her emerging relationship with Jim while grappling with
the risks of being discovered.

Themes in "The Borrowers"

"The Borrowers" is rich with themes that resonate with young readers and adults alike.
Here are some of the primary themes explored in the book:

e Resourcefulness: The Clock family exemplifies resourcefulness as they find creative
ways to survive in a world that is not built for them. Their ability to adapt and make
use of found items teaches valuable lessons about ingenuity.

e Friendship: The relationship between Arrietty and Jim highlights the importance of
friendship across boundaries. Their bond deepens as they support each other in facing



challenges.

* Independence: Arrietty’s journey is a quest for independence. As she grows and
learns more about the world, she begins to assert her own identity, which mirrors the
struggles that many young readers face in their own lives.

e Family: The strength of the Clock family resonates throughout the story. Their close-
knit relationships demonstrate the importance of family bonds, especially in times of
crisis.

Characters in "The Borrowers"

The characters in "The Borrowers" are vividly drawn, each contributing to the narrative's
charm and depth.

Arrietty Clock

Arrietty is the adventurous and curious daughter of Pod and Homily. Her desire to explore
the world outside her home leads her to forge a friendship with Jim. Arrietty’s character
embodies bravery and the longing for independence, making her a relatable protagonist for
young readers.

Pod Clock

Pod, Arrietty’s father, is a skilled borrower who takes pride in providing for his family. His
resourcefulness and cautious nature help the family navigate the dangers of living in a
human household. Pod's protective instincts often conflict with Arrietty's desire for
adventure.

Homily Clock

Homily, the mother of the family, is practical and nurturing. She often worries about the
dangers of being discovered by humans. Her character adds a layer of warmth to the family
dynamic, showcasing the importance of love and care in challenging situations.

Jim

Jim is the human boy who discovers Arrietty. His character represents curiosity and
empathy, as he befriends Arrietty and helps her navigate the challenges posed by the
human world. Jim's relationship with Arrietty serves as a bridge between the two worlds,



highlighting the possibility of understanding and friendship.

Impact and Legacy of "The Borrowers"

"The Borrowers" has left a lasting impact on children’s literature and has inspired various
adaptations across different media.

Literary Influence

Mary Norton’s work has influenced a generation of writers and storytellers. The concept of
tiny people living unnoticed alongside humans has sparked creativity in various literary
genres, encouraging authors to explore imaginative worlds beyond the ordinary.

Adaptations

The story has been adapted into several formats, including:

1. Film: “The Borrowers” has been made into live-action films, with notable adaptations
in 1997 and 2020, bringing the story to a new audience.

2. Television: Several animated adaptations and miniseries have also been produced,
showcasing the adventures of the Clock family in different styles.

3. Theatre: The story has seen adaptations in theatrical performances, allowing
audiences to experience the magic of "The Borrowers" live on stage.

Enduring Popularity

Despite being published over seven decades ago, "The Borrowers" remains a staple in
children's literature. Its themes of adventure, friendship, and resourcefulness continue to
resonate with young readers. The book is often included in school curricula and reading
lists, ensuring that new generations discover the charm of the Clock family.

Conclusion

In summary, The Borrowers by Mary Norton is a timeless tale that captivates readers
with its imaginative storytelling and relatable themes. The characters of Arrietty, Pod,
Homily, and Jim come together to create a rich narrative filled with adventure and heart.



With its enduring popularity and influence on literature and adaptations, "The Borrowers"
stands as a testament to Mary Norton’s ability to weave enchanting stories that transcend
time and continue to inspire readers worldwide. Whether you're revisiting the book or
discovering it for the first time, the magic of "The Borrowers" is sure to leave a lasting
impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of ‘'The Borrowers' by Mary
Norton?

The central theme of 'The Borrowers' is the idea of survival and resourcefulness,
highlighting how small beings can adapt to a world that is much larger than themselves.

Who are the main characters in 'The Borrowers'?

The main characters in 'The Borrowers' are the Clock family: Pod, Homily, and their
daughter Arrietty, who live secretly in the walls of a house.

How does Mary Norton depict the relationship between
the Borrowers and humans?

Mary Norton depicts the relationship between the Borrowers and humans as one of curiosity
and fear, with the Borrowers needing to avoid detection while relying on human discarded
items for their survival.

What are some examples of the Borrowers'
resourcefulness?

Examples of the Borrowers' resourcefulness include using everyday objects like buttons for
plates and thimbles for cups, creatively repurposing human items to meet their needs.

What challenges do the Borrowers face in the story?

The Borrowers face challenges such as the threat of being discovered by humans, the
dangers posed by pets, and the need to find food and supplies in a seemingly hostile
environment.

How does the character of Arrietty evolve throughout
the novel?

Arrietty evolves from being a naive and sheltered Borrower into a brave and adventurous
character who seeks to understand the human world and her place within it.



What role does friendship play in ‘'The Borrowers'?

Friendship plays a significant role in 'The Borrowers,' particularly in the relationship
between Arrietty and the human boy, which symbolizes connection and understanding
between different worlds.

What impact did 'The Borrowers' have on children's
literature?

‘The Borrowers' had a significant impact on children's literature by inspiring a sense of
wonder and imagination, influencing stories about small creatures living hidden lives, and
establishing a beloved genre of fantasy.

How does the setting contribute to the story in ‘'The
Borrowers'?

The setting of a large human house filled with hidden corners and overlooked spaces
contributes to the story by creating an environment where the Borrowers can thrive
unnoticed, while also posing constant dangers and challenges.
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