the borrowers

The Borrowers is a beloved children's book series written by Mary Norton, first published
in 1952. This enchanting series features a unique perspective on life from the viewpoint of
tiny people who live secretly in the homes of ordinary humans. The Borrowers, as the name
suggests, are small creatures who "borrow" everyday items to survive, creating a
captivating narrative that blends fantasy with relatable themes of resourcefulness, family,
and the quest for belonging. With several sequels and adaptations, the series has continued
to resonate with readers of all ages, making it a classic in children's literature.

Overview of the Series

The Borrowers series consists of several books, each following the adventures of a family of
Borrowers: Arrietty, her father Pod, and her mother Homily. The series takes place in a cozy
house where they live beneath the floorboards, skillfully navigating the challenges of living
in a human world while avoiding detection.

The Main Books in the Series

1. The Borrowers (1952) - The introduction to the Borrowers' world, where we meet the
Clock family and see how they "borrow" what they need to survive.

2. The Borrowers Afloat (1959) - The family's adventures continue as they are forced to
leave their home and find a new place to live.

3. The Borrowers Aloft (1961) - The Clock family embarks on a journey through the skies,
encountering new challenges and characters.

4. The Borrowers Avenged (1982) - The last book in the series features the family's final
adventures, wrapping up the story of the beloved characters.

Thematic Elements

The Borrowers series delves into various themes that resonate with readers. These themes
include:

Resourcefulness and Ingenuity

The Borrowers embody the spirit of resourcefulness. They must constantly adapt and think
creatively to survive in a world much larger than themselves. This theme encourages
readers to think outside the box and find solutions to their problems.



Family and Belonging

At the heart of The Borrowers is the importance of family. The Clock family supports one
another, emphasizing the bonds that unite them. Their journey often revolves around
finding a safe place to call home, highlighting the universal desire for belonging.

Adventure and Exploration

Each book is filled with adventure, as the Borrowers explore their world and encounter
various challenges. This sense of adventure can inspire readers to embrace their curiosity
and seek out new experiences.

Understanding Differences

The Borrowers' unique perspective allows readers to explore the idea of differences. The
series encourages empathy and understanding, as the Borrowers navigate their
interactions with humans, who often view them as mere figments of imagination.

Character Analysis

The characters in The Borrowers are vibrant and relatable, each contributing to the series’
charm.

Arrietty Clock

Arrietty is a courageous and spirited young Borrower who longs to explore the world
beyond her family's home. She serves as the reader's main connection to the Borrower
world and embodies the themes of adventure and curiosity.

Pod Clock

Pod, Arrietty's father, is a resourceful and protective figure. His ingenuity is vital for the
family's survival, and his character reflects the importance of fatherhood and responsibility.

Homily Clock

Homily, Arrietty's mother, represents the nurturing aspect of family life. She is often more
cautious than Pod, showcasing a contrasting perspective on adventure and safety.



The Human Characters

The series also features several human characters, who serve as both obstacles and allies
to the Borrowers. The interactions between the Borrowers and humans emphasize the
concept of coexistence despite significant differences.

Literary Style and Impact

Mary Norton’s writing style is characterized by rich descriptions and imaginative
storytelling. She masterfully creates a world filled with wonder, allowing readers to envision
the tiny lives of the Borrowers. The narrative often includes humor and warmth, making it
engaging for both children and adults.

The impact of The Borrowers extends beyond literature. The series has inspired various
adaptations, including films, television shows, and stage productions. Notably, the 1997
film adaptation directed by Peter Hewitt brought the magic of the Borrowers to a broader
audience, introducing new generations to these beloved characters.

Critical Reception

Since its publication, The Borrowers has received critical acclaim for its imaginative
storytelling and charming characters. The series won several awards, including the
prestigious Carnegie Medal. Critics have praised Mary Norton for her ability to create a
whimsical world that captivates readers while addressing deeper themes of family and
identity.

Influence on Children's Literature

The Borrowers has carved a unique niche in children's literature, influencing countless
authors and works. The concept of tiny beings living unnoticed among humans has inspired
many stories and adaptations, creating a subgenre that continues to thrive.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Borrowers by Mary Norton stands as a timeless series that enchants
readers with its imaginative premise and relatable themes. The journey of the Clock family
resonates with the universal human experience of seeking safety, belonging, and
adventure. Through resourcefulness, family bonds, and a touch of whimsy, The Borrowers
captures the hearts of readers young and old, ensuring its place as a classic in children's
literature. As new generations discover the magic of these tiny characters, the legacy of
The Borrowers will undoubtedly live on, continuing to inspire curiosity and empathy in
readers around the world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Borrowers'?

The Borrowers is a children's fantasy novel that follows a family of tiny people who live
secretly in the walls and floors of a house, borrowing items from the human inhabitants to
survive.

Who is the author of 'The Borrowers'?

The Borrowers was written by Mary Norton and first published in 1952.

What are the names of the main characters in 'The
Borrowers'?

The main characters include Arrietty Clock, her father Pod, and her mother Homily.

How do the Borrowers manage to stay hidden from
humans?

The Borrowers are very careful and resourceful, using their small size to navigate through
hidden spaces and borrowing items without being detected.

What themes are explored in 'The Borrowers'?

The novel explores themes of family, resourcefulness, and the importance of imagination,
as well as the contrast between the Borrowers' world and the human world.

What adaptations have been made of ‘'The Borrowers'?

The Borrowers has been adapted into several films, television series, and stage
productions, including a 1997 live-action film and a 2011 animated series.

Is 'The Borrowers' part of a series?

Yes, 'The Borrowers' is the first book in a series that includes sequels like 'The Borrowers
Afield', 'The Borrowers Aloft', and 'The Borrowers Avenged'.

What is the role of the human boy in 'The Borrowers'?

The human boy, named Shawn, befriends Arrietty and helps her understand the human
world, ultimately playing a crucial role in the story.

What challenges do the Borrowers face in the story?

The Borrowers face various challenges, including the threat of discovery by humans, the
need to find food and supplies, and the dangers posed by other creatures.



Why is 'The Borrowers' considered a classic children's
book?

'‘The Borrowers' is considered a classic due to its imaginative storytelling, relatable
characters, and the way it encourages readers to see the world from a different
perspective.
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