
the boy in the striped pajamas
conflict
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas Conflict is a poignant exploration of
friendship, innocence, and the stark realities of war. Set against the
harrowing backdrop of World War II, John Boyne's novel presents a narrative
that revolves around the unlikely bond between two young boys: Bruno, the son
of a Nazi commandant, and Shmuel, a Jewish boy imprisoned in a concentration
camp. This article delves into the multifaceted conflicts that arise in the
story, examining the personal, societal, and moral dilemmas faced by the
characters.

Introduction to the Main Characters

Bruno
Bruno is an eight-year-old boy who embodies innocence and curiosity. He is
the son of a high-ranking Nazi officer and initially lives in a comfortable
home in Berlin. When his father receives a promotion, Bruno’s family
relocates to a house near a concentration camp, which he refers to as "Out-
With." His character is central to the narrative, as he represents the
naïveté of childhood, untainted by the prejudices and ideologies of the adult
world.

Shmuel
Shmuel is a Jewish boy of the same age as Bruno, confined within the barbed
wire of a concentration camp. His life is marked by suffering and loss,
having been separated from his family. Shmuel’s character serves as a
representation of the countless victims of the Holocaust, providing a stark
contrast to Bruno's sheltered existence.

Types of Conflict in the Novel

The conflicts in "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" can be classified into
several categories: personal conflict, societal conflict, and moral conflict.
Each type of conflict serves to deepen the narrative and highlight the themes
of friendship, innocence, and the tragic consequences of war.



Personal Conflict
The personal conflict primarily manifests in Bruno's struggle to reconcile
his friendship with Shmuel against the backdrop of his father's beliefs and
the environment he has been placed in.

- Innocence vs. Reality: Bruno’s innocent perception of the world is
challenged as he learns more about the camp and its inhabitants. His initial
ignorance about the nature of Shmuel’s imprisonment creates a tension between
his friendship and the harsh realities of their circumstances.

- Loyalty to Family vs. Friendship: Bruno is torn between the loyalty he
feels towards his family and his budding friendship with Shmuel. As he begins
to understand the implications of his father's position, he must decide
whether to uphold his family's values or embrace his own sense of right and
wrong.

Societal Conflict
The societal conflict in the novel reflects the broader struggles of Nazi
Germany and the Holocaust, illustrating the impact of propaganda and
indoctrination on young minds.

- Class and Ethnic Division: The stark divisions between the lives of the
boys highlight the societal conflicts of the time. Bruno’s privileged
upbringing contrasts sharply with Shmuel’s suffering, showcasing the cruel
societal structures that dehumanize individuals based on ethnicity.

- Acceptance of Prejudice: Bruno’s journey explores how children are
influenced by the prejudices of the adults around them. Initially, he accepts
the ideas taught to him, but as he befriends Shmuel, he begins to question
these beliefs. This conflict is emblematic of the struggle many face when
exposed to differing perspectives.

Moral Conflict
Moral conflict is perhaps the most significant theme in "The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas." It revolves around the ethical dilemmas faced by the
characters as they navigate friendship, loyalty, and the horrors of war.

- Understanding Right and Wrong: Bruno’s moral compass is challenged as he
learns about the atrocities committed against the Jews. His friendship with
Shmuel forces him to confront the reality of his father’s actions and the
moral implications of living in a society that condones such behavior.

- The Cost of Innocence: The novel raises questions about the price of
innocence in the face of evil. Bruno’s unwavering friendship with Shmuel
ultimately leads to tragic consequences, illustrating how innocence can be
both a shield and a vulnerability in a world filled with hatred.



The Role of Setting in Conflict

The setting of "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" plays a crucial role in
shaping the conflicts within the narrative. The stark contrast between
Bruno's home and the concentration camp serves to highlight the differences
in their experiences and the inherent injustices of the world they inhabit.

The House at "Out-With"
Bruno’s new home is isolated and devoid of the warmth and familiarity he had
in Berlin. This sense of alienation contributes to his internal conflict, as
he struggles to adapt to a world that feels foreign and oppressive. The
oppressive atmosphere of the camp, juxtaposed with his childhood innocence,
creates a tension that permeates the story.

The Concentration Camp
The concentration camp, though seen only from a distance through the eyes of
Bruno, symbolizes the horror and inhumanity of the Holocaust. The barbed wire
that separates Bruno from Shmuel serves as a physical representation of the
societal divisions and moral dilemmas that define the narrative.

The Climax and Resolution of Conflict

The climax of the novel occurs when Bruno decides to help Shmuel find his
missing father. This decision leads to a tragic resolution that encapsulates
the conflicts explored throughout the story.

Bruno’s Decision
Bruno’s choice to venture into the camp is a culmination of his personal,
societal, and moral conflicts. He chooses friendship over the indoctrination
he has received, demonstrating his desire to connect with Shmuel despite the
risks involved. This moment highlights the purity of their bond and the
innocence of their intentions.

The Tragic Conclusion
The resolution of the conflict is heart-wrenching. Bruno's attempt to help
Shmuel results in both boys being caught up in the horrors of the camp. The
tragic ending serves as a powerful commentary on the senselessness of hatred
and the devastating effects of war on innocent lives. It underscores the
message that the innocence of childhood cannot shield one from the brutal
realities of a world marked by conflict.



Conclusion

"The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" masterfully weaves together personal,
societal, and moral conflicts to create a narrative that is both haunting and
thought-provoking. Through the eyes of Bruno and Shmuel, readers are invited
to explore themes of friendship, innocence, and the complexities of human
morality in the face of unimaginable evil. The novel serves as a poignant
reminder of the importance of empathy, understanding, and the need to
confront the darker aspects of history to ensure that such atrocities are
never repeated. In a world still grappling with issues of prejudice and
division, the conflicts presented in this story remain relevant, urging us to
reflect on our own beliefs and actions in the pursuit of a more just and
compassionate society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary conflict in 'The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas'?
The primary conflict revolves around the friendship between Bruno, a German
boy, and Shmuel, a Jewish boy in a concentration camp, highlighting the
innocence of childhood amidst the horrors of war and prejudice.

How does the setting contribute to the conflict in
'The Boy in the Striped Pajamas'?
The stark contrast between Bruno's home near a concentration camp and the
camp itself serves to emphasize the moral and ethical conflict of innocence
versus the brutal realities of the Holocaust.

What role does Bruno's family play in the conflict
of the story?
Bruno's family embodies the complicity of society in wartime atrocities; his
father's role as a commandant represents the oppressive regime, creating a
conflict between Bruno's innocence and the values of his upbringing.

How does the friendship between Bruno and Shmuel
highlight the central conflict?
Their friendship challenges the societal norms of hatred and division,
illustrating a powerful conflict between human connection and the ideological
barriers imposed by war and prejudice.



What are the implications of Bruno's ignorance
regarding the conflict?
Bruno's ignorance serves as a poignant reminder of the innocence of
childhood; it creates a tragic irony that deepens the conflict, as his lack
of awareness ultimately leads to devastating consequences.

How does the ending of 'The Boy in the Striped
Pajamas' resolve the central conflict?
The ending resolves the conflict through a tragic culmination of
misunderstandings and innocence, illustrating the devastating impact of war
and the loss of childhood innocence, ultimately leaving the audience with a
profound sense of sorrow.
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