
the breadwinner
The Breadwinner is a poignant animated film that shines a light on the struggles faced by
a young girl in Afghanistan during the Taliban's oppressive regime. Directed by Nora
Twomey and based on the graphic novel by Deborah Ellis, the film tells the story of
Parvana, an 11-year-old girl who disguises herself as a boy to support her family after her
father is unjustly imprisoned. This article delves into the film's themes, characters,
cultural significance, and its impact on audiences around the world.

Overview of The Breadwinner

The Breadwinner is set in Kabul, Afghanistan, and focuses on the life of Parvana, a brave
girl who faces the harsh realities of life under Taliban rule. The film opens with Parvana's
family living a relatively normal life, but as the political landscape shifts, their lives are
turned upside down. The narrative explores the themes of resilience, courage, and the
importance of education.

Plot Summary

The film begins with Parvana and her family, which includes her father, Nurullah, her
mother, Fattema, and her younger brother and sister. The Taliban has imposed severe
restrictions on women, making it impossible for Parvana's mother to work or even leave
the house without a male escort. When Nurullah is arrested for reading a letter aloud in
the market, the family is thrust into dire straits.

To support her family, Parvana cuts her hair and dresses as a boy, adopting the name
Aatish. This transformation allows her to navigate the streets of Kabul more freely,
securing work and food for her family. The film weaves in tales of bravery and
imagination, as Parvana often escapes into stories that reflect her struggles.

Key Themes

The Breadwinner explores several significant themes that resonate with audiences of all
ages. Some of these themes include:

1. Gender Inequality: The film highlights the oppressive conditions that women and girls
face under the Taliban regime. Parvana's struggle represents the fight for women's rights
and autonomy in a society where they are marginalized.

2. Family and Sacrifice: The importance of family is a central theme, showcasing how love
and sacrifice can drive individuals to overcome adversity. Parvana’s determination to
provide for her family demonstrates the lengths one will go to for their loved ones.



3. Courage and Resilience: Parvana embodies courage, taking risks to protect and support
her family. Her resilience in the face of insurmountable odds serves as an inspiration,
showing that hope can thrive even in the darkest circumstances.

4. The Power of Storytelling: Throughout the film, storytelling serves as a means of escape
and empowerment. Parvana’s tales reflect her inner strength and creativity, proving that
stories can be a powerful tool for survival and connection.

Character Analysis

The Breadwinner features a rich cast of characters, each contributing to the film's
powerful narrative.

Parvana (Aatish)

Parvana is the film's protagonist, a spirited and resourceful girl who embodies strength
and determination. Her transformation into Aatish allows her to navigate a patriarchal
society that denies her basic rights. Parvana’s character arc showcases her growth from a
carefree girl to a fierce protector of her family.

Nurullah

Nurullah, Parvana's father, is a kind-hearted man who values education and instills these
values in his children. His unjust imprisonment serves as a catalyst for the family's
struggles, highlighting the dangers faced by those who oppose the Taliban's oppressive
rule. Nurullah's belief in his daughter’s potential fuels Parvana’s determination to fight for
her family.

Fattema

Fattema, Parvana's mother, represents the plight of women under Taliban rule. Stripped
of her independence, she struggles with despair but ultimately supports her daughter's
courageous decisions. Her character showcases the emotional toll of living in a repressive
environment.

Shauzia

Shauzia is Parvana's friend and fellow street child, who also disguises herself as a boy to
survive. Their friendship highlights the bond between girls facing similar challenges and
reinforces the theme of solidarity among women in oppressive circumstances.



Cultural Significance

The Breadwinner is not just an animated film; it is a cultural artifact that provides insight
into the lives of Afghan people, particularly women and girls, during a turbulent period in
history. The film brings attention to issues of:

- Human Rights: By portraying the harsh realities of life under the Taliban, the film raises
awareness about human rights violations and the ongoing struggles for freedom and
equality in Afghanistan.

- Education: The film underscores the importance of education, particularly for girls.
Parvana's story illustrates how access to education can empower individuals and
transform communities.

- Cultural Heritage: Through its animation style and storytelling, The Breadwinner
celebrates Afghan culture, showcasing traditional music, art, and folklore. It draws
attention to the rich history and resilience of the Afghan people.

Animation Style and Artistry

The animation in The Breadwinner is distinctive and beautifully executed, combining
traditional techniques with modern storytelling. The film employs a hand-drawn style that
reflects the artistic heritage of Afghanistan. The use of color and design enhances the
emotional depth of the narrative, making it visually stunning.

1. Character Design: The characters are designed to reflect the realities of Afghan life,
with attention to cultural details in their clothing and surroundings.

2. Symbolism: The film uses visual symbolism to convey deeper meanings, such as the
recurring motifs of birds representing freedom and hope.

3. Cinematic Techniques: The animation incorporates cinematic techniques that draw the
viewer into Parvana's world, making her struggles and triumphs feel immediate and
relatable.

Impact and Reception

The Breadwinner received critical acclaim upon its release, praised for its powerful
storytelling, artistic direction, and cultural relevance. It was nominated for several
awards, including the Academy Award for Best Animated Feature.

1. Audience Reception: Viewers have responded positively to the film, with many praising
its emotional depth and educational value. It resonates with audiences of all ages, making
it a valuable tool for discussions about gender equality and human rights.



2. Educational Impact: The film has been used in educational settings to teach students
about Afghan culture, the importance of resilience, and the struggles for women's rights.
It serves as a powerful reminder of the global fight against oppression.

3. Cultural Dialogue: By sharing Parvana's story, The Breadwinner fosters dialogue about
the experiences of women in conflict zones, encouraging empathy and understanding
across cultures.

Conclusion

The Breadwinner is more than just a film; it is a tribute to the strength and resilience of
girls and women everywhere who fight against oppression and strive for a better future.
Through Parvana’s journey, the film highlights the importance of family, courage, and the
transformative power of storytelling. As audiences engage with this powerful narrative,
they are reminded of the ongoing struggles for equality and the enduring human spirit
that persists in the face of adversity. This film stands as a beacon of hope, encouraging
viewers to recognize the power of individuals to make a difference in their own lives and
the lives of others.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Breadwinner'?
The central theme of 'The Breadwinner' revolves around resilience and the fight for
survival in the face of adversity, particularly highlighting the struggles of women and
children in Afghanistan under Taliban rule.

How does Parvana's character develop throughout 'The
Breadwinner'?
Parvana's character develops from a sheltered girl into a determined and resourceful
young woman. She learns to navigate the challenges of her environment, taking on the
responsibility of providing for her family and discovering her inner strength.

What role does friendship play in 'The Breadwinner'?
Friendship plays a crucial role in 'The Breadwinner' as it provides support and solidarity.
Parvana's friendships help her cope with the harsh realities of her life and motivate her to
persist in her efforts to support her family.

How does 'The Breadwinner' portray the impact of war
on children?
The Breadwinner portrays the impact of war on children by illustrating their loss of
innocence, the disruption of their education, and the emotional and physical challenges



they face as they navigate a world filled with violence and instability.

What message does 'The Breadwinner' convey about
gender roles?
The Breadwinner conveys a powerful message about gender roles by showcasing the
limitations imposed on women and girls in patriarchal societies, while also highlighting
their strength, resilience, and ability to challenge these constraints.

How does the animation style contribute to the
storytelling in 'The Breadwinner'?
The animation style of 'The Breadwinner' enhances the storytelling by using vibrant colors
and artistic techniques that reflect Afghan culture, while also adding emotional depth to
the characters' experiences, making their struggles more relatable and impactful.
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