
the bridge called my back
The Bridge Called My Back is a seminal work in feminist literature that
emerged from the intersection of race, gender, and class. Originally
published in 1981, this anthology is a collection of writings by women of
color, focusing on the unique struggles they face within both feminist and
racial movements. Compiled by Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa, the book
has become a foundational text in the field of intersectionality, exploring
how various identities intersect and influence women's experiences. This
article delves into the background, themes, key contributions, and lasting
impact of "The Bridge Called My Back."

Background and Origin

"The Bridge Called My Back" was conceived in the early 1980s during a time of
significant social and political change in the United States. The feminist
movement was gaining momentum, but many women of color felt marginalized
within mainstream feminist discourse. Moraga and Anzaldúa recognized the need
for a platform that would amplify the voices of marginalized women and
highlight issues unique to their experiences.

Motivation for the Anthology

Several factors motivated the creation of this anthology:

1. Marginalization in Feminism: Women of color often found themselves
sidelined in feminist discussions, which were predominantly led by white
women. This anthology aimed to challenge that narrative.

2. Cultural Intersectionality: The editors sought to address how race,
ethnicity, and cultural background intersect with gender, creating unique
challenges for women of color.

3. Collective Empowerment: By bringing together various voices, Moraga and
Anzaldúa aimed to foster a sense of community and solidarity among women of
color.

Thematic Exploration

"The Bridge Called My Back" encompasses a wide range of themes that resonate
with the struggles faced by women of color. Some of the most prominent themes
include:



1. Intersectionality

One of the central themes of the anthology is the concept of
intersectionality, which refers to how different aspects of a person's
identity—such as race, gender, class, and sexuality—intersect and create
overlapping systems of discrimination or disadvantage. The contributors
emphasize that feminism cannot be fully realized if it does not account for
the unique experiences of women of color.

2. Identity and Cultural Heritage

The anthology foregrounds the importance of cultural identity and heritage.
Many contributors reflect on their backgrounds and how these influence their
perspectives on feminism and activism. This theme highlights the richness and
diversity of experiences among women of color.

3. Resistance and Activism

Many essays and poems in the anthology discuss the forms of resistance that
women of color have employed in their quests for justice and equality. From
grassroots organizing to artistic expression, the contributors showcase the
various ways women of color resist oppression in their daily lives.

4. Love and Community

The book also delves into the power of love and community among women of
color. Contributors often highlight the importance of solidarity, support,
and collective action in overcoming societal challenges. This theme serves to
counter the narrative of isolation often faced by marginalized groups.

Key Contributions

"The Bridge Called My Back" features a diverse array of voices, each
contributing to the overall narrative of intersectional feminism. Some of the
notable contributions include:

1. Cherríe Moraga

As one of the editors, Moraga's essays often explore her identity as a
Chicana lesbian. She discusses the complexities of navigating multiple



identities and the importance of embracing one's heritage. Her work
emphasizes the need for inclusivity within feminist spaces.

2. Gloria Anzaldúa

Anzaldúa's contributions focus on the borderlands of identity, particularly
as a Tejana. Her writings challenge the binary notions of gender and
ethnicity, offering a nuanced perspective on the experiences of those living
in the margins. She famously introduces the concept of "mestiza
consciousness," which celebrates the blending of cultures and identities.

3. Other Contributors

The anthology includes writings from numerous other influential figures, such
as:

- Audre Lorde
- Angela Davis
- Pat Parker
- Ntozake Shange

Each of these voices enriches the conversation around race, gender, and
class, contributing to a multifaceted understanding of the issues at hand.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, "The Bridge Called My Back" has had a profound impact
on feminist literature and activism. Its legacy can be observed in several
key areas:

1. Influence on Feminist Discourse

The anthology has played a crucial role in shaping contemporary feminist
discourse. It has encouraged the inclusion of diverse voices and
perspectives, paving the way for future feminist writings that address
intersectionality.

2. Academic Study

Scholars across various disciplines have studied "The Bridge Called My Back,"
using it as a foundational text in courses on feminist theory, ethnic



studies, and cultural studies. Its academic significance cannot be
overstated, as it continues to inform discussions on race, gender, and social
justice.

3. Inspiration for Activism

The anthology has inspired countless activists and organizations to
prioritize intersectionality in their work. Movements today increasingly
recognize the importance of addressing the unique challenges faced by women
of color, thanks in part to the groundwork laid by Moraga, Anzaldúa, and
their contributors.

4. Continued Relevance

The themes explored in "The Bridge Called My Back" remain relevant today.
Issues such as systemic racism, sexism, and economic inequality continue to
affect women of color, making the anthology's insights and calls for action
as urgent as ever.

Conclusion

"The Bridge Called My Back" is more than just an anthology; it is a powerful
testament to the resilience and creativity of women of color. Through its
exploration of intersectionality, identity, and community, the book has
carved out a vital space in feminist literature. It challenges readers to
confront their own biases and consider the diverse experiences that shape
women's lives. As we continue to grapple with issues of race, gender, and
class in our society, the lessons and voices found in "The Bridge Called My
Back" remain crucial in the ongoing struggle for justice and equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bridge Called My Back' about?
'The Bridge Called My Back' is a groundbreaking anthology that explores the
experiences and struggles of women of color, particularly in the context of
feminism and social justice. It features essays, poems, and personal
narratives that highlight the intersectionality of race, class, gender, and
sexuality.



Who are the authors of 'The Bridge Called My Back'?
The anthology was edited by Cherríe Moraga and Gloria E. Anzaldúa, both
influential figures in feminist and Chicano literature. The book includes
contributions from various writers and activists who share their unique
perspectives and experiences.

How has 'The Bridge Called My Back' influenced
contemporary feminist movements?
The anthology has significantly influenced contemporary feminist movements by
emphasizing the importance of intersectionality. It challenges mainstream
feminism to recognize and address the unique challenges faced by women of
color, thereby fostering a more inclusive discourse within feminist activism.

What themes are prevalent in 'The Bridge Called My
Back'?
Key themes include identity, oppression, resilience, and the power of
community. The writings emphasize the importance of embracing one's cultural
heritage while also addressing the systemic inequalities faced by women of
color.

Why is 'The Bridge Called My Back' considered a
seminal text in feminist literature?
'The Bridge Called My Back' is considered seminal because it was one of the
first collections to center the voices of women of color in feminist
discourse, thus expanding the conversation around feminism to include diverse
perspectives and experiences that had been largely overlooked.

What impact did 'The Bridge Called My Back' have on
literature and academic studies?
The anthology has had a profound impact on both literature and academic
studies by paving the way for critical race theory, women of color feminism,
and intersectionality studies. It has inspired countless writers and scholars
to explore and amplify the voices of marginalized groups in their work.
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