
the bronze bow study guide
The Bronze Bow Study Guide is an essential resource for students and
educators navigating the complex themes, characters, and historical context
of Elizabeth George Speare's novel. This powerful story set in first-century
Judea follows a young man named Daniel bar Jamin as he struggles against the
oppression of the Roman Empire while grappling with his own internal
conflicts related to vengeance, love, and faith. This study guide aims to
provide an in-depth exploration of the novel’s elements, helping readers gain
a deeper understanding of its significance and messages.

Overview of The Bronze Bow

The Bronze Bow, published in 1961, is a historical novel that tells the story
of Daniel, a young Jewish zealot who is consumed by his desire for revenge
against the Romans. After witnessing the death of his father at the hands of
Roman soldiers, Daniel joins a group of rebels led by the charismatic Rosh.
Throughout the narrative, Daniel encounters various characters who influence
his views on violence, hatred, and love, ultimately leading him to question
the path he has chosen.

Setting

The novel is set in Judea during the time of Roman occupation, providing a
rich historical backdrop that is essential for understanding the characters'
motivations and actions. Key aspects of the setting include:

- Geographical Elements: The story takes place in various locations,
including the village of Ketzah, the mountains where Daniel and Rosh hide,
and the bustling city of Capernaum. Each location plays a pivotal role in
shaping Daniel’s experiences.

- Cultural Context: The Jewish people's struggle against Roman oppression is
central to the story. This cultural context highlights the tension between
the desire for freedom and the teachings of love and forgiveness that Jesus
represents.

Main Characters

Several key characters in The Bronze Bow significantly impact Daniel’s
journey. Understanding these characters is crucial to grasping the novel’s
themes:

1. Daniel bar Jamin: The protagonist, a young man driven by revenge against



the Romans after losing his father. He struggles between his desire for
vengeance and the teachings of Jesus.

2. Rosh: The leader of the outlaws and a symbol of rebellion. His ruthless
approach to fighting the Romans influences Daniel’s initial perspective on
resistance.

3. Jesus: Though not a central character in terms of dialogue, Jesus’s
teachings profoundly affect Daniel and challenge his views on hate and
violence.

4. Leah: Daniel's sister, who represents innocence and vulnerability. Her
struggles with fear and isolation highlight the personal toll of political
conflict.

5. Joel: Daniel’s friend and fellow zealot, who embodies the conflict between
personal loyalty and broader political ideals.

6. Malthace (Thacia): Joel’s sister, who becomes a love interest for Daniel
and helps illustrate the themes of compassion and understanding.

Themes

The Bronze Bow explores several significant themes that resonate deeply with
readers:

Revenge vs. Forgiveness

- Daniel's Internal Conflict: At the heart of the novel is Daniel’s struggle
between his desire for revenge and the teachings of forgiveness he encounters
through Jesus. This theme illustrates the broader conflict between the cycle
of violence and the possibility of redemption.

- Character Transformation: As the story progresses, Daniel begins to see the
futility of hatred, leading to a transformative journey towards understanding
the power of love and forgiveness.

Freedom and Oppression

- Political Struggle: The backdrop of Roman oppression serves as a constant
reminder of the fight for freedom. Daniel’s initial belief in violent
resistance is challenged throughout the novel, prompting readers to consider
the different forms of struggle.

- Personal vs. Political Freedom: The characters grapple with what it means



to be truly free. Daniel learns that personal liberation can come from
within, rather than through violent rebellion.

Faith and Belief

- The Role of Faith: Daniel’s journey is also one of spiritual awakening. His
encounters with Jesus force him to confront his beliefs and consider the
implications of faith in everyday life.

- Contrasting Perspectives: The differing views of characters like Rosh and
Jesus highlight the complexities of faith and the various ways individuals
interpret their beliefs in the face of adversity.

Plot Summary

The plot of The Bronze Bow unfolds through various key events that shape
Daniel’s character and beliefs:

1. Daniel's Early Life: The novel opens with Daniel living in the mountains,
having escaped his life as a blacksmith in Ketzah. His hatred for the Romans
is palpable, and he dreams of leading a rebellion.

2. The Formation of the Rebel Group: Daniel joins Rosh and his band of
outlaws, believing that violence is the only way to achieve freedom. Their
raids against the Romans provide a false sense of power.

3. Encounters with Jesus: Daniel's life changes when he meets Jesus, who
preaches love and forgiveness. Initially resistant, Daniel’s exposure to
Jesus’s message begins to challenge his beliefs.

4. Family Dynamics: Leah’s struggles with her mental state and isolation
reveal the personal costs of political conflict. Daniel’s commitment to
protecting her adds depth to his character.

5. The Climactic Choice: As Daniel faces pivotal moments where he must choose
between revenge and forgiveness, readers witness his internal battle. The
resolution of these conflicts ultimately leads to his character growth.

6. Conclusion: The novel concludes with Daniel embracing the teachings of
Jesus, symbolizing his transformation from a vengeful youth to a man who
understands the importance of love and compassion.

Discussion Questions

To facilitate deeper engagement with the text, here are some discussion



questions:

1. How does Daniel’s perception of freedom evolve throughout the novel?
2. In what ways do the teachings of Jesus challenge the beliefs of Daniel and
other characters?
3. Discuss the role of family and loyalty in shaping Daniel’s actions. How do
Leah and Joel influence his journey?
4. What is the significance of the title, "The Bronze Bow"? How does it
relate to the themes of the story?
5. Compare and contrast the leadership styles of Rosh and Jesus. What do they
represent in the context of resistance?

Conclusion

In summary, The Bronze Bow Study Guide provides a comprehensive resource for
understanding the intricate layers of Elizabeth George Speare's novel.
Through its exploration of themes such as revenge, faith, and the quest for
freedom, the book remains relevant for contemporary readers. Daniel’s journey
serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of love and forgiveness in a
world often marked by violence and hatred. As readers engage with the text,
they are invited to reflect on their beliefs and consider the transformative
power of compassion in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Bronze Bow'?
The main theme of 'The Bronze Bow' is the struggle between revenge and
forgiveness, as well as the importance of love and faith in overcoming
hatred.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Bronze Bow'?
The protagonist of 'The Bronze Bow' is Daniel bar Jamin, a young Jewish man
seeking vengeance against the Romans for the death of his father.

How does the setting of 'The Bronze Bow' influence
the story?
The setting of first-century Judea under Roman occupation creates a backdrop
of conflict and oppression, which drives the characters' motivations and
actions throughout the story.



What role does faith play in 'The Bronze Bow'?
Faith plays a crucial role in 'The Bronze Bow', particularly as Daniel and
other characters grapple with their beliefs and the teachings of Jesus,
ultimately leading to personal transformation.

Who are the main supporting characters in 'The
Bronze Bow'?
The main supporting characters include Leah, Daniel's sister; Rosh, a leader
of a band of outlaws; and Jesus, who represents hope and a different approach
to the struggle against oppression.

What does the title 'The Bronze Bow' symbolize?
The title 'The Bronze Bow' symbolizes strength and resilience in the face of
adversity, reflecting Daniel's journey as he learns to channel his anger into
love and forgiveness.

How does Daniel's character evolve throughout the
novel?
Daniel evolves from a vengeful youth consumed by hatred to a more
compassionate individual who learns the value of love, friendship, and
forgiveness.

What is the significance of Daniel's relationship
with Leah?
Daniel's relationship with Leah highlights themes of family, loyalty, and the
impact of trauma, as he learns to care for her and prioritize her well-being
above his quest for revenge.

What lessons does Daniel learn from Jesus in 'The
Bronze Bow'?
Daniel learns lessons about selflessness, the power of love over hatred, and
the importance of forgiveness, which ultimately lead him to re-evaluate his
life choices.

How does the ending of 'The Bronze Bow' reflect the
book's overall message?
The ending of 'The Bronze Bow' reflects the book's overall message of
redemption and the triumph of love over hate, as Daniel finds peace and a new
purpose in life through his relationships and faith.
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