
the call to the hebrews 1
The Call to the Hebrews 1 is a profound and foundational passage in the New
Testament of the Christian Bible. It serves as the introduction to the Book
of Hebrews, which is often attributed to Paul or another early Christian
leader. This chapter encapsulates key themes of the Christian faith,
including the supremacy of Christ, the relationship between God and humanity,
and the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. The author of Hebrews seeks
to encourage believers who may be struggling with their faith, reminding them
of the centrality of Christ in their lives. This article will explore the
main themes and theological implications of Hebrews 1, providing insights
into its significance for both early Christians and contemporary believers.

Context of Hebrews

Before delving into the specifics of Hebrews 1, it is essential to understand
the context in which this letter was written. The Book of Hebrews is
addressed to a group of Jewish Christians who were facing persecution and
pressure to return to their former Jewish practices. The author aims to
strengthen their faith by emphasizing the superiority of Christ over the
angels, the prophets, and the old covenant.

Historical Background

1. Audience: The initial audience of Hebrews was likely Christians who had a
strong background in Jewish traditions and scriptures. This context is
crucial for understanding the references made throughout the text.

2. Purpose: The primary goal of the author is to affirm the supremacy of
Christ as the ultimate revelation of God. The letter encourages believers to
remain steadfast in their faith despite external challenges.

3. Date of Composition: While the exact date of writing is uncertain, it is
generally believed to have been composed before the destruction of the
Jerusalem Temple in 70 AD, given the emphasis on the old covenant practices.

Structure and Themes of Hebrews 1

Hebrews 1 sets forth several key themes that will be developed throughout the
book. The chapter can be divided into two primary sections: the revelation of
God through His Son and the exaltation of Christ above all.



Revelation of God Through His Son

The opening verses of Hebrews 1 highlight the manner in which God has
revealed Himself to humanity. The author contrasts the former modes of
revelation with the ultimate revelation found in Jesus Christ.

1. God’s Past Revelations:
- The author begins by stating that God spoke to the ancestors through the
prophets at various times and in different ways (Hebrews 1:1).
- This acknowledgment of past revelations underscores the continuity of God’s
communication with humanity.

2. Ultimate Revelation:
- In verse 2, the text proclaims that in these last days, God has spoken
through His Son, Jesus Christ. This indicates a climactic point in divine
revelation.
- The Son is described as the heir of all things and the agent through whom
the universe was created.

3. Nature of Christ:
- Verse 3 presents a profound theological statement about the nature of
Christ. He is described as the "radiance of God’s glory" and the "exact
representation of His being."
- This emphasizes the divine nature of Christ, affirming that He is not
merely a messenger but rather shares the very essence of God.

The Exaltation of Christ

Following the discussion of revelation, the author of Hebrews transitions to
the exaltation of Christ, highlighting His superiority over angels.

1. Christ’s Authority:
- The author asserts that after making purification for sins, Christ sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven (Hebrews 1:3).
- This imagery of sitting down signifies the completion of His redemptive
work and His authority over all creation.

2. Superiority Over Angels:
- The subsequent verses (Hebrews 1:4-14) focus on establishing Christ’s
superiority over angels. The author employs various Old Testament quotations
to support this argument.
- Key points include:
- Christ is called the Son of God, a title that signifies His unique
relationship with the Father (Hebrews 1:5).
- Angels are depicted as ministering spirits, serving those who will inherit
salvation (Hebrews 1:14).

3. Old Testament References:



- The use of Old Testament passages serves a dual purpose: it connects the
new revelation in Christ to the past and demonstrates the fulfillment of
prophetic expectations.
- The author cites significant texts (e.g., Psalm 2:7 and 2 Samuel 7:14) to
solidify the argument of Christ’s divine sonship and authority.

Theological Implications of Hebrews 1

The opening chapter of Hebrews carries profound theological implications for
understanding the nature of God, Christ, and the relationship between the
two.

Christ as the Fulfillment of God's Plan

1. Covenantal Fulfillment:
- Hebrews 1 emphasizes that Christ is the fulfillment of the Old Covenant and
the prophets. His coming represents the ultimate plan of salvation that God
had purposed from the beginning.

2. Revelation and Response:
- The chapter calls believers to recognize the significance of Christ's
revelation and to respond appropriately. This includes faith, obedience, and
a commitment to following Christ.

Encouragement for Believers

1. Perseverance in Faith:
- For the original audience facing persecution, the message of Christ's
supremacy served as a source of encouragement. Believers are reminded that no
challenge can undermine the authority and power of Christ.

2. Community of Faith:
- The call to Hebrews is also a call to community. Believers are urged to
support one another in their faith journeys, drawing strength from the shared
understanding of Christ’s exalted position.

Conclusion

Hebrews 1 stands as a powerful declaration of the supremacy of Christ and His
role as the ultimate revelation of God. The chapter not only provides
theological insights into the nature of Christ but also serves as a source of
encouragement and strength for believers facing trials. As both historical
and contemporary audiences reflect on this passage, they are reminded of the



centrality of Christ in their faith and the importance of remaining steadfast
in their commitment to Him. The call to the Hebrews invites all believers to
marvel at the grace and truth revealed in Jesus, affirming that He is indeed
the way, the truth, and the life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Hebrews 1?
Hebrews 1 emphasizes the superiority of Christ over angels and highlights His
divine nature, showing that He is the ultimate revelation of God.

How does Hebrews 1 describe the nature of Jesus?
Hebrews 1 describes Jesus as the 'exact representation' of God's being and
asserts that He upholds all things by His powerful word, underscoring His
divinity.

What significance does Hebrews 1 place on angels?
Hebrews 1 signifies that while angels are important messengers of God, they
are not to be worshipped or equated with Christ, who is presented as the Son
of God.

How does the author of Hebrews 1 support the
argument for Christ's superiority?
The author supports the argument for Christ's superiority by quoting Old
Testament scriptures that affirm His unique status as God's Son and His
eternal reign.

What implications does Hebrews 1 have for
understanding God's communication with humanity?
Hebrews 1 implies that God has spoken most fully and finally through His Son,
Jesus Christ, indicating that all previous revelations find their fulfillment
in Him.
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