
the center for immigration studies
The Center for Immigration Studies (CIS) is a non-profit research organization based
in Washington, D.C. Established in 1985, CIS aims to provide analysis and information
about immigration policy in the United States. The organization is known for its advocacy
of reduced immigration levels and its research that often supports stricter immigration
policies. This article delves into the foundation, mission, activities, and impacts of the
Center for Immigration Studies, as well as the controversies surrounding its work.

Foundation and Mission

The Center for Immigration Studies was founded by Steven A. Camarota, who has played a
pivotal role in shaping its research agenda. The organization operates under the premise
that immigration should be managed in a way that benefits the American economy and
society as a whole.

CIS describes its mission as follows:

- To provide a rational basis for immigration policy.
- To promote a better understanding of immigration issues among policymakers and the
public.
- To advocate for legal immigration reform and better enforcement of existing immigration
laws.

Through its extensive research, CIS seeks to influence public opinion and policy decisions
regarding immigration.

Research and Publications

The Center for Immigration Studies is known for its comprehensive research efforts,
producing reports, studies, and articles that address a wide range of immigration-related
topics. Some of the key areas of focus include:

Economic Impact of Immigration

CIS has conducted numerous studies examining the economic effects of immigration.
These analyses often argue that high levels of immigration can lead to negative outcomes
for low-skilled American workers. Key findings include:

- Immigrants often compete for jobs with native-born workers, particularly in low-wage
sectors.
- Increased immigration can put downward pressure on wages for certain demographics.
- Public resources may become strained due to the influx of new residents.



Demographic Trends

The organization also investigates demographic changes related to immigration. This
includes analyses of:

- Population growth in urban areas due to immigration.
- Changes in the racial and ethnic composition of the U.S. population.
- Effects on local communities and the social fabric of cities.

Policy Analysis

CIS evaluates various immigration policies, providing critiques and recommendations.
Their analysis often includes:

- Assessments of proposed legislation affecting immigration.
- Recommendations for enforcement strategies.
- Insights into the effectiveness of existing policies.

Public Engagement and Advocacy

In addition to research, the Center for Immigration Studies actively engages in public
advocacy. This includes:

- Hosting events and conferences to discuss immigration issues.
- Collaborating with policymakers to influence immigration legislation.
- Engaging with media outlets to disseminate their research findings.

CIS often works alongside other organizations that share its mission, which amplifies its
message and outreach efforts.

Controversies and Criticism

Despite its contributions to the immigration debate, the Center for Immigration Studies
has faced significant criticism. Some of the main points of contention include:

Accusations of Bias

Critics argue that CIS has a clear anti-immigration agenda, which can skew its research
findings. They point to:

- Selective use of data that supports its views while ignoring evidence that contradicts
them.



- A tendency to emphasize negative consequences of immigration without acknowledging
potential benefits.

Links to Extremist Groups

The organization has been scrutinized for its associations with groups that have been
labeled as anti-immigrant or extremist. Detractors highlight:

- Connections to organizations that promote restrictionist immigration policies.
- Allegations that some of its founders and affiliates have espoused controversial views
regarding race and immigration.

Impact on Public Discourse

CIS's research and advocacy have undoubtedly influenced public discourse on
immigration. Critics contend that this impact is often detrimental, as it may foster
xenophobia and promote a more hostile environment for immigrants. Concerns have been
raised about:

- Increased polarization of the immigration debate.
- The potential for research to be misused by extremist groups to further anti-immigrant
sentiments.

Conclusion

The Center for Immigration Studies plays a significant role in the ongoing dialogue
surrounding immigration policy in the United States. Through its research and advocacy,
it has become a prominent voice for those who advocate for stricter immigration controls.
However, the organization also faces considerable criticism for its perceived biases and its
associations with controversial groups.

In navigating this complex landscape, it is essential for policymakers, scholars, and the
public to critically evaluate the information provided by CIS, as well as to consider the
broader implications of its advocacy on immigration policy and societal attitudes toward
immigrants. As debates over immigration continue to evolve, the work of organizations
like the Center for Immigration Studies will remain pivotal in shaping the future of U.S.
immigration policy.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary mission of the Center for
Immigration Studies?
The Center for Immigration Studies aims to provide a non-partisan research and analysis
of immigration issues, focusing on the impact of immigration on American society and
public policy.

How does the Center for Immigration Studies gather its
data?
The Center for Immigration Studies conducts its research using government data,
academic studies, and surveys to analyze immigration trends and their effects on various
aspects of American life.

What types of publications does the Center for
Immigration Studies produce?
The Center for Immigration Studies produces reports, policy briefs, research papers, and
articles that address various immigration-related topics, including legal and illegal
immigration, border security, and integration.

What stance does the Center for Immigration Studies
take on immigration policy?
The Center for Immigration Studies generally advocates for stricter immigration controls
and policies that prioritize the interests of American citizens, emphasizing the need for
reduced immigration levels.

How does the Center for Immigration Studies engage
with policymakers?
The Center for Immigration Studies engages with policymakers by providing research
findings, offering testimony at hearings, and participating in discussions to influence
immigration policy based on their studies.
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