the coming of the third reich

the coming of the third reich marked one of the most significant and
devastating turning points in twentieth-century history. This period saw the
rise of Adolf Hitler and the National Socialist German Workers' Party (Nazi
Party), which led to the establishment of a totalitarian regime in Germany.
The coming of the third reich was not an isolated event but the result of
complex political, economic, and social factors that converged in the
aftermath of World War I and the Treaty of Versailles. Understanding the
historical context, ideological foundations, and the mechanisms by which the
Nazis seized power provides crucial insight into how this regime transformed
Germany and ultimately plunged the world into another catastrophic conflict.
This article explores the origins, rise, and consolidation of the third
reich, as well as the broader implications of its ascent. The following
sections will delve into the post-World War I environment, the growth of the
Nazi movement, and the establishment of the totalitarian state.
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Historical Context and Post-World War I Germany

The coming of the third reich cannot be fully understood without first
examining the turbulent historical context of Germany following World War I.
The Treaty of Versailles in 1919 imposed harsh reparations and territorial
losses on Germany, which created widespread resentment and economic hardship.
The Weimar Republic, established after the war, struggled with political
instability, hyperinflation, and social unrest. These conditions fostered a
climate ripe for radical political movements to gain traction.

The Treaty of Versailles and Its Consequences

The Treaty of Versailles was a peace agreement that ended World War I but
placed heavy penalties on Germany. It demanded territorial concessions,
military restrictions, and reparations payments that devastated the German
economy. Many Germans viewed the treaty as a humiliating diktat, which
undermined national pride and fueled nationalist sentiment. This widespread



dissatisfaction became a critical factor in the coming of the third reich.

Economic Crisis and Social Unrest

During the 1920s, Germany experienced severe economic difficulties, including
hyperinflation in 1923 and the Great Depression beginning in 1929. Millions
faced unemployment and poverty, and the government appeared weak and
ineffective. These crises weakened democratic institutions and led many
citizens to seek alternative political solutions, creating fertile ground for
extremist parties such as the Nazis.

The Rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party

The emergence of Adolf Hitler as the leader of the Nazi Party was a defining
moment in the coming of the third reich. Hitler's charismatic leadership,
combined with the party's nationalist and anti-Semitic platform, attracted a
growing base of supporters. The Nazis capitalized on public discontent and
fear of communism to expand their influence throughout the late 1920s and
early 1930s.

Early Years and Political Strategy

Hitler joined the German Workers' Party in 1919 and quickly rose to
prominence due to his oratory skills and radical views. The party was renamed
the National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP) and adopted a platform
that combined nationalism, anti-Semitism, and anti-communism. The Nazis used
propaganda, mass rallies, and paramilitary organizations such as the
Sturmabteilung (SA) to intimidate opponents and build popular support.

The 1932 Elections and Appointment as Chancellor

By 1932, the Nazi Party had become the largest party in the Reichstag, though
it did not have an outright majority. Political deadlock and fears of
communist takeover in Germany led conservative elites to persuade President
Paul von Hindenburg to appoint Hitler as Chancellor in January 1933. This
appointment was a critical step in the coming of the third reich, as it gave
Hitler access to state power.

Ideology and Propaganda of the Third Reich

The coming of the third reich was underpinned by a distinct and radical
ideology that shaped every aspect of Nazi governance. This ideology was
centered on notions of racial purity, Aryan supremacy, anti-Semitism, and the
rejection of liberal democracy. Propaganda played a vital role in



communicating and enforcing these ideas across German society.

Core Beliefs of Nazi Ideology

Nazi ideology emphasized the superiority of the Aryan race and the need to
purify Germany of "undesirable" elements, particularly Jews. It also promoted
aggressive nationalism, militarism, and the concept of Lebensraum ("living
space") to justify expansionist policies. The rejection of the Treaty of
Versailles and the Weimar Republic's democratic principles were central
themes.

Role of Propaganda and Media Control

The Nazi regime employed sophisticated propaganda techniques to manipulate
public opinion. Under the leadership of Joseph Goebbels, the Ministry of
Propaganda controlled all forms of media, including newspapers, radio, film,
and education. Propaganda glorified Hitler, demonized enemies, and fostered a
cult of personality around the Fuhrer, helping to legitimize the regime and
suppress dissent.

Consolidation of Power and the Establishment of
the Totalitarian State

After Hitler became Chancellor, the Nazis rapidly moved to consolidate their
power and dismantle democratic institutions. The coming of the third reich
saw the transformation of Germany into a totalitarian state through legal
measures, violent suppression of opposition, and the creation of a police
state.

The Reichstag Fire and the Enabling Act

In February 1933, the Reichstag building was set on fire, an event the Nazis
used to justify a crackdown on communists and political opponents. The
subsequent Enabling Act gave Hitler dictatorial powers, allowing him to enact
laws without parliamentary approval. This law effectively ended the Weimar
Republic and laid the foundation for the third reich’s authoritarian rule.

Elimination of Political Opposition

The Nazis systematically eliminated political opposition through arrests,
intimidation, and violence. The SA and later the SS played key roles in
suppressing dissent. Trade unions were banned, other political parties were
dissolved, and opponents were imprisoned or executed. This ruthless
suppression was essential to the third reich’s control over Germany.



Establishment of a Police State and Surveillance

The regime established a vast security apparatus, including the Gestapo
(secret police) and concentration camps, to monitor and eliminate threats.
Surveillance and terror tactics ensured the population’s compliance and fear.
This police state was a hallmark of the coming of the third reich’s
totalitarian nature.

Impact and Legacy of the Coming of the Third
Reich

The coming of the third reich had

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main factors that led to the rise of
the Third Reich?

The rise of the Third Reich was influenced by several factors including the
Treaty of Versailles' harsh terms, economic instability during the Weimar

Republic, widespread unemployment, the Great Depression, and the appeal of
Adolf Hitler's nationalist and anti-communist rhetoric.

How did Adolf Hitler consolidate power during the

early years of the Third Reich?
Hitler consolidated power through the Enabling Act of 1933 which gave him
dictatorial powers, the suppression of political opposition, the

establishment of a totalitarian regime, control over the media, and the use
of propaganda and terror by organizations like the SA and SS.

What role did propaganda play in the establishment
of the Third Reich?

Propaganda was crucial in promoting Nazi ideology, glorifying Hitler, and
uniting the German people under nationalist and racist beliefs. The regime
used films, rallies, posters, and youth organizations to influence public
opinion and suppress dissent.

How did the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the
conditions that allowed the Third Reich to come to



power?

The Treaty of Versailles imposed severe reparations, territorial losses, and
military restrictions on Germany, leading to economic hardship, national
humiliation, and political instability. These conditions created fertile
ground for extremist parties like the Nazis to gain support by promising to
restore German pride and power.

What was the significance of the Reichstag Fire in
the coming of the Third Reich?

The Reichstag Fire in 1933 was used by the Nazis as a pretext to claim that
communists were plotting against the government. This event allowed Hitler to
persuade President Hindenburg to pass the Reichstag Fire Decree, which
suspended civil liberties and enabled the arrest of political opponents,
paving the way for Nazi dictatorship.

How did the economic conditions in Germany after
World War I facilitate the rise of the Third Reich?

Post-World War I economic conditions, including hyperinflation, unemployment,
and the impact of the Great Depression, caused widespread hardship and
discontent. The Nazi Party exploited this by promising economic recovery, job
creation, and national revival, which attracted broad popular support.

Additional Resources

1. The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich

This comprehensive history by William L. Shirer chronicles the origins,
ascent, and ultimate collapse of Nazi Germany. Drawing from firsthand
experience and captured documents, the book provides an in-depth look at
Adolf Hitler's rise to power and the regime's impact on the world. It remains
one of the most detailed accounts of the Third Reich.

2. Hitler: Ascent, 1889-1939

Written by Volker Ullrich, this biography delves into Adolf Hitler's early
life and his rise to dominance in Germany. It explores the social and
political conditions that facilitated his ascent, focusing on his personality
and strategies. The book sheds light on the building blocks of the Third
Reich before the outbreak of World War II.

3. The Coming of the Third Reich

Richard J. Evans offers a meticulous study of the political, economic, and
social forces that led to the establishment of Nazi Germany. The book
analyzes the collapse of the Weimar Republic and the reasons behind the
public's support for Hitler. It provides a balanced perspective on how the
Third Reich came to power.



4. Inside the Third Reich

Albert Speer, Hitler's chief architect and later Minister of Armaments,
provides a personal memoir of life within the Nazi leadership. His insider
perspective reveals the inner workings, ambitions, and eventual downfall of
the regime. The book is both a confession and a historical document of the
Third Reich’s inner circle.

5. Germany: Memories of a Nation

By Neil MacGregor, this book examines Germany’s complex history, including
the period leading up to and during the Third Reich. It contextualizes the
rise of Nazism within a broader narrative of German identity and culture. The
work helps readers understand the societal changes that enabled the Third
Reich's emergence.

6. The Nazi Seizure of Power: The Experience of a Single German Town,
1930-1935

William Sheridan Allen provides a microhistorical study of how the Nazis
gained control in the town of Northeim. This focused approach illustrates the
local dynamics and social pressures that facilitated the Third Reich’s rise.
It offers insight into the everyday realities behind national political
shifts.

7. Hitler’s Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust

Daniel Jonah Goldhagen investigates the role of ordinary German citizens in
enabling the Nazi regime's genocidal policies. The book argues that
widespread support and anti-Semitic attitudes were crucial to the Third
Reich’s ability to carry out the Holocaust. It challenges readers to
reconsider the societal complicity in the regime's crimes.

8. The Weimar Republic: The Crisis of Classical Modernity

Detlev J.K. Peukert explores the weaknesses and challenges faced by Germany’s
Weimar Republic, which preceded the Third Reich. By analyzing the political
instability and cultural tensions of the period, the book sheds light on the
vulnerabilities that Hitler exploited. It provides a critical backdrop to
understanding the regime’s rise.

9. The Third Reich in Power

Also by Richard J. Evans, this volume continues his detailed examination of
Nazi Germany after Hitler’s rise. Focusing on the consolidation of power and
the regime's policies, the book reveals how the Third Reich transformed
German society. It is essential for understanding the mechanisms through
which the Nazis maintained control.
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