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the concrete wave the history of skateboarding traces the fascinating evolution of an iconic
sport that has grown from a simple pastime to a global culture and industry. Skateboarding's roots
extend back to the mid-20th century when surfers sought to replicate the sensation of riding waves
on land, giving birth to what is often called "the concrete wave." This article explores the origins,
key developments, and cultural milestones that have shaped skateboarding into what it is today.
From the early homemade boards to the rise of professional competitions and the influence of
skateparks, the history of skateboarding reflects innovation and adaptation. Additionally, the article
will examine the technological advances, influential personalities, and the sport’s integration into
mainstream culture. By delving into these aspects, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding
of skateboarding’s dynamic past and enduring appeal. The following sections will guide you through
the major phases and elements of skateboarding’s rich history.

e Origins of Skateboarding

e The Rise of Skateboarding Culture

e Technological Advances in Skateboarding Equipment
e Skateparks and the Concrete Wave Concept

e Influential Figures and Media Impact

e Skateboarding’s Global Expansion and Modern Era

Origins of Skateboarding

The history of skateboarding begins in the 1940s and 1950s, when surfers in California sought a way
to surf on land during flat waves or when the ocean was calm. This innovative approach led to the
creation of the first skateboards, often constructed by attaching roller skate wheels to wooden boxes
or boards. These early skateboards were rudimentary but sparked a new form of movement and
expression. The term "the concrete wave" emerged as a metaphor for skateboarding’s attempt to
mimic the fluidity and style of surfing on solid ground.

Early Skateboard Designs

The initial designs of skateboards were simple and handmade, using materials readily available.
Plywood decks with metal wheels or roller skate wheels were common. These early boards lacked
the precision and durability of modern skateboards but allowed riders to experiment with carving
and basic maneuvers. Over time, improvements in design and materials led to greater control and
performance.



Skateboarding in the 1960s

The 1960s marked the first wave of skateboarding popularity. Commercially produced skateboards
entered the market, and skateboarding began to gain traction among youth culture. This period was
characterized by a strong connection to surfing culture, with riders seeking to replicate surfing
tricks and styles on pavement and sidewalks. The sport, however, experienced fluctuations in
popularity depending on trends and available infrastructure.

The Rise of Skateboarding Culture

As the 1970s arrived, skateboarding evolved from a niche hobby into a subculture with its own
identity, style, and community. The concrete wave analogy became more literal with the
development of skateparks designed to simulate the curves and transitions of ocean waves. The
sport's culture expanded beyond mere recreation into music, fashion, and art, influencing
generations of youth worldwide.

Skateboarding and Counterculture

Skateboarding became synonymous with rebellion and creativity during the 1970s and 1980s. It
attracted a diverse group of people who embraced its nonconformist spirit. This cultural shift
contributed to the formation of skateboarding as a lifestyle, with unique language, clothing, and
attitudes. The concrete wave was no longer just a metaphor but a lifestyle symbolizing freedom and
artistic expression on concrete surfaces.

Growth of Skateboarding Competitions

Competitions and organized events began to formalize skateboarding as a sport. The introduction of
contests provided platforms for riders to showcase their skills and innovate new tricks. These events
helped establish skateboarding as a legitimate athletic pursuit and fostered community engagement
and sponsorship opportunities.

Technological Advances in Skateboarding Equipment

The development of skateboarding equipment has been critical in advancing the sport’s performance
and accessibility. Innovations in deck design, wheel composition, trucks, and bearings have allowed
skateboarders to push boundaries and refine their techniques, further embodying the concept of the
concrete wave.

Deck Design Evolution

Skateboard decks have transformed from primitive wooden boards to highly engineered pieces of
equipment. The introduction of the double-kick deck in the 1980s revolutionized trick execution by
enabling riders to perform ollies and flips. Modern decks are constructed from layered maple wood,
fiberglass, or carbon fiber for enhanced strength and flexibility.



Wheel and Truck Improvements

Early skateboards were equipped with metal or clay wheels, which provided limited grip and
durability. The invention of polyurethane wheels in the 1970s drastically improved ride quality,
traction, and speed. Trucks, the metal components that attach wheels to the deck, have also seen
enhancements in design and materials, allowing for better turning and stability.

Skateparks and the Concrete Wave Concept

The construction of skateparks has played a pivotal role in the growth of skateboarding by providing
designed environments that mimic the surfing experience on concrete. These parks feature bowls,
ramps, and transitions that allow skaters to ride smoothly and perform complex maneuvers,
embodying the essence of the concrete wave.

Origins of Skateparks

The first skateparks appeared in the early 1970s, offering a dedicated space for skateboarding
activity. These parks were inspired by swimming pools and natural terrain, providing the curved
surfaces that allowed riders to generate speed and flow. Skateparks became essential in cultivating
the skills and styles associated with modern skateboarding.

Types of Skatepark Features

e Bowls: Deep, curved pools that simulate surfing waves.
e Half-pipes: U-shaped ramps used for aerial tricks and transitions.

e Street courses: Areas with stairs, rails, ledges, and other urban elements for street-style
skating.

e Vert ramps: Steep ramps that allow for high-flying tricks.

Influential Figures and Media Impact

Skateboarding’s history is marked by influential riders, innovators, and media that have elevated the
sport to international prominence. The concrete wave metaphor has been popularized through films,
magazines, and video games that celebrate skateboarding’s dynamic and artistic nature.

Pioneering Skateboarders

Several skateboarders have left indelible marks on the sport by pioneering new tricks, styles, and
cultural contributions. Legends such as Tony Hawk, Stacy Peralta, and Rodney Mullen are known for



pushing the boundaries of what is possible on a skateboard, helping to define the concrete wave
ethos through their creativity and skill.

Media and Skateboarding Culture

Skateboarding magazines, documentaries, and video games have played a significant role in
spreading the sport’s culture and history. These media forms have documented the evolution of
skateboarding, showcased emerging talents, and inspired new generations of skaters worldwide.

Skateboarding’s Global Expansion and Modern Era

Today, skateboarding has transformed from a regional pastime into a global phenomenon. The
concrete wave continues to inspire innovations in skatepark design, equipment, and competitive
formats. With the sport’s inclusion in major international events, such as the Olympics,
skateboarding’s history is entering a new chapter of mainstream recognition and cultural
integration.

International Growth

Skateboarding communities have flourished around the world, adapting the concrete wave
philosophy to diverse urban landscapes. Countries across Europe, Asia, and South America have
developed vibrant skate scenes, contributing to the sport’s evolution and inclusivity.

Modern Trends and Future Directions

Contemporary skateboarding embraces sustainability, technological integration, and diversity.
Innovations such as eco-friendly materials and digital platforms for sharing content are shaping the
sport’s future. The concrete wave remains a powerful symbol of skateboarding’s enduring spirit and
adaptability.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Concrete Wave: The History of Skateboarding'
about?

'The Concrete Wave: The History of Skateboarding' is a documentary and book that explore the
origins, evolution, and cultural impact of skateboarding from its early days to modern times.

Who created 'The Concrete Wave: The History of
Skateboarding'?

The book 'The Concrete Wave' was written by Michael Brooke, and the documentary was directed by



Geoff Bagnall, both aiming to capture the essence and history of skateboarding.

When was 'The Concrete Wave: The History of Skateboarding'
released?

'The Concrete Wave' book was first published in the early 1990s, while the documentary was
released in 2007 to showcase the culture and evolution of skateboarding.

Why is 'The Concrete Wave' significant to skateboarders?

‘The Concrete Wave' is significant because it provides an in-depth look at skateboarding's roots,
influential figures, and how the sport has grown, serving as a valuable resource for enthusiasts and
historians alike.

What topics does 'The Concrete Wave' cover about
skateboarding history?

‘The Concrete Wave' covers topics such as the invention of skateboards, the surf culture influence,
the rise of professional skateboarding, iconic skateboarders, and the development of skate parks.

How has 'The Concrete Wave' influenced skateboarding
culture?

'The Concrete Wave' has helped preserve skateboarding's heritage, educating new generations
about the sport's pioneers and encouraging appreciation for its artistic and athletic aspects.

Where can I watch or read 'The Concrete Wave: The History of
Skateboarding'?

The documentary 'The Concrete Wave' can be found on various streaming platforms and DVD, while
the book is available for purchase through bookstores and online retailers.

Additional Resources

1. Concrete Wave: The History of Skateboarding

This seminal book by Michael Brooke offers a comprehensive look at the evolution of skateboarding
from its inception to modern times. It features detailed narratives, interviews, and a rich collection
of photographs that capture the sport’s cultural impact. The book is widely regarded as a definitive
history for enthusiasts and newcomers alike.

2. Skateboarding: Legendary Tricks 2

This book delves into the iconic tricks that have shaped skateboarding culture over the decades.
Featuring insights from legendary skaters, it connects the technical progression of skateboarding
with its historical context. Readers gain an understanding of how the sport’s style and technique
have evolved alongside its cultural waves.



3. Skateboarding and the City: A Complete History

Ben Wixon explores how urban environments have influenced skateboarding’s growth and identity.
The book examines the interplay between city architecture and skateboarding innovation,
highlighting key historical moments in skate culture. It offers a unique perspective on how
skateboarding has transformed public spaces and youth culture globally.

4. Skateboard History: From Sidewalk Surfing to Street Style

This illustrative guide traces the roots of skateboarding from its early days of sidewalk surfing to its
current status as a mainstream sport. It features historical timelines, influential skaters, and the
evolution of skateboard design. The book is perfect for readers interested in the cultural shifts that
have propelled skateboarding forward.

5. Dogtown and Z-Boys: Skateboarding's Radical Roots

Authored by C.R. Stecyk III and Glen E. Friedman, this book chronicles the groundbreaking era of
the Zephyr skateboard team in the 1970s. It combines photography and firsthand accounts to depict
how these skaters revolutionized style and technique. The book is a tribute to the rebellious spirit
that helped define modern skateboarding.

6. The Mutt: How to Skateboard and Not Kill Yourself

Steve Olson’s memoir is both a personal history and a broader reflection on skateboarding’s rise in
American culture. He recounts his experiences during the sport’s formative years, providing cultural
context and anecdotes. The book offers a nostalgic yet insightful look at the challenges and joys of
early skateboarding.

7. Skateboarding: Book of Tricks

This instructional book provides a historical overview alongside detailed guides to performing classic
and contemporary tricks. It contextualizes the technical side of skateboarding within its historical
development. Ideal for readers who want to learn about both the sport’s history and practical skills.

8. Skateboard Life: A Visual History

This visually rich book compiles photographs, artwork, and stories that showcase the lifestyle and
history surrounding skateboarding. It captures the cultural essence of skateboarding as more than
just a sport, highlighting its artistic and social dimensions. The book serves as a tribute to
skateboarding’s influence on youth culture and fashion.

9. Skateboarding: The Ultimate Guide

A comprehensive manual that combines historical insights with practical advice on skateboarding
techniques and gear. It covers the sport’s origins, key figures, and landmark events, alongside how-
to guides for beginners and advanced skaters. This book is a valuable resource for understanding
both the history and practice of skateboarding.
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