the constitution of the federal
republic of nigeria

the constitution of the federal republic of nigeria serves as the supreme
legal document that outlines the structure, powers, and functions of the
Nigerian government. It establishes the framework for governance, human
rights, and the rule of law within Nigeria. This constitution is fundamental
in defining the relationship between the federal government and the states,
as well as the rights and duties of Nigerian citizens. Since its adoption,
the constitution has undergone several amendments to address the evolving
political, social, and economic needs of the country. Understanding the
constitution of the federal republic of nigeria is essential for
comprehending Nigeria’s legal system, political processes, and governance.
This article explores the historical background, key features, government
structure, fundamental rights, and the amendment process of the Nigerian
constitution.
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Historical Background of the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria

The constitution of the federal republic of nigeria has evolved through
various stages since the country’s independence in 1960. Nigeria’s
constitutional history reflects the nation’s colonial past, struggles for
self-governance, and efforts to establish a democratic framework. The first
constitution was the 1960 Independence Constitution, which granted Nigeria
sovereignty from British colonial rule. This was followed by the 1963
Republican Constitution, which transformed Nigeria into a republic within the
Commonwealth. After a series of military coups and regimes, the 1979
Constitution introduced the presidential system of government, replacing the
parliamentary system. The current constitution, promulgated in 1999, marked
Nigeria’s return to civilian rule and remains the foundation of Nigerian
democracy today.

Key Features of the Constitution of the Federal



Republic of Nigeria

The constitution of the federal republic of nigeria incorporates several
essential features that define the nature of the Nigerian state and its
governance. It operates as a federal constitution, balancing powers between
the central government and the constituent states. The constitution also
enshrines the principles of democracy, separation of powers, and the rule of
law. It guarantees fundamental human rights and freedoms to all citizens and
establishes institutions to uphold justice and equality. Additionally, the
constitution provides mechanisms for checks and balances among the executive,
legislative, and judicial branches of government.

Federalism and State Autonomy

Federalism is a core element of the constitution, providing for the division
of powers between the federal government and the states. Each state retains

some autonomy, especially in matters not explicitly assigned to the federal

government. This system helps to accommodate Nigeria’s ethnic diversity and

regional interests.

Separation of Powers

The constitution clearly delineates the powers of the three branches of
government. The executive enforces laws, the legislature makes laws, and the
judiciary interprets laws. This separation is designed to prevent the
concentration of power and promote accountability.

Human Rights Provisions

The constitution guarantees fundamental rights such as freedom of speech,
religion, assembly, and protection from discrimination. It also includes
provisions for the protection of life, dignity, and property, ensuring that
citizens enjoy basic freedoms under the law.

Structure of Government under the Constitution
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

The constitution of the federal republic of nigeria establishes a tripartite
government system made up of the executive, legislature, and judiciary. This
structure ensures governance is conducted within a framework of checks and
balances.

The Executive Branch

The executive is headed by the President, who serves as both the head of
state and government. The President is elected through a democratic process
and holds various powers, including appointing ministers, commanding the
armed forces, and conducting foreign policy. The Vice President assists the
President in executing executive functions.



The Legislative Branch

The Nigerian legislature is bicameral, consisting of the Senate and the House
of Representatives. The National Assembly is responsible for making laws,
approving budgets, and overseeing the executive branch. Members of both
chambers are elected by the people to represent various constituencies across
the country.

The Judicial Branch

The judiciary is independent and tasked with interpreting the constitution
and laws of Nigeria. The Supreme Court is the highest court in the land,
followed by the Court of Appeal and various federal and state courts. The
judiciary safeguards constitutional provisions and protects citizens’ rights.

Fundamental Rights and Duties under the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

One of the most critical aspects of the constitution of the federal republic
of nigeria 1is the protection of fundamental human rights and the
establishment of civic duties. These rights and duties promote social
justice, equality, and national unity.

Fundamental Rights
The constitution guarantees a wide range of fundamental rights, including:
e Right to life
e Right to dignity of human person
e Right to personal liberty
e Right to fair hearing
e Right to private and family life
e Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion
e Freedom of expression and press
e Right to peaceful assembly and association

These rights are enforceable by law and serve as protections against abuse by
the state or individuals.

Civic Duties

Alongside rights, the constitution outlines duties expected of Nigerian
citizens, such as obeying the law, paying taxes, defending the country, and
respecting the rights of others. These duties contribute to the maintenance



of order and development in the nation.

Amendment Process of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria

The constitution of the federal republic of nigeria includes provisions for
its own amendment to allow adaptability and responsiveness to changing
circumstances. However, the amendment process is deliberately rigorous to
prevent arbitrary or frequent changes.

Procedure for Amendments

Amendments to the constitution require the following steps:

1. Introduction of the amendment bill in either house of the National
Assembly.

2. Approval by at least two-thirds majority of members present and voting
in both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

3. Ratification by the Houses of Assembly of at least two-thirds of the
states (currently 24 out of 36 states).

4. Assent by the President to become law.

This process ensures that amendments reflect broad consensus and consider the
interests of both the federal and state levels.

Significance of Amendments

Amendments have been used to address issues such as electoral reforms, human
rights expansions, and changes in governance structures. The constitution’s
flexibility through amendment allows Nigeria to evolve politically and
socially while maintaining legal stability.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria®?

The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria is the supreme law of
Nigeria that outlines the structure of government, the powers of its wvarious
branches, and the fundamental rights of its citizens.

When was the current Constitution of Nigeria adopted?

The current Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria was adopted in
1999 and has since been the foundational legal document governing Nigeria.



How many chapters are in the 1999 Constitution of
Nigeria®?

The 1999 Constitution of Nigeria consists of 14 chapters that cover wvarious
aspects of governance, rights, and administration.

What are some fundamental rights guaranteed by the
Nigerian Constitution?

The Nigerian Constitution guarantees fundamental rights such as the right to
life, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, right to fair hearing, and
freedom from discrimination.

How does the Nigerian Constitution address the
federal structure of the country?

The Constitution establishes Nigeria as a federation comprising 36 states and
a Federal Capital Territory, with powers divided between the federal
government and the states.

Can the Nigerian Constitution be amended? If so, how?

Yes, the Nigerian Constitution can be amended through a process that requires
a two-thirds majority vote in both houses of the National Assembly and
approval by two-thirds of the state Houses of Assembly.

What is the role of the Constitution in Nigeria's
electoral process?

The Constitution provides the legal framework for conducting elections in
Nigeria, including the establishment of the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) and the regulation of electoral procedures.

How does the Nigerian Constitution protect the
separation of powers?

The Constitution clearly defines and separates the powers of the Executive,
Legislature, and Judiciary to ensure a system of checks and balances within
the federal government.

Additional Resources

1. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria: A Comprehensive
Analysis

This book provides an in-depth examination of the Nigerian constitution,
exploring its historical development, key provisions, and the principles
underpinning the nation's legal framework. It offers insights into
constitutional amendments and their impact on governance and civil rights.
Ideal for scholars, students, and legal practitioners interested in Nigerian
constitutional law.

2. Understanding Nigerian Constitutional Law
A clear and accessible guide to the fundamental aspects of the Nigerian



constitution, this book breaks down complex legal jargon into understandable
language. It covers the structure of government, fundamental human rights,
and the roles of various branches of government. The book is useful for both
beginners and those seeking to deepen their understanding of Nigerian
constitutional principles.

3. Federalism and the Nigerian Constitution

This work explores the federal system established by the Nigerian
constitution, focusing on the distribution of powers between the federal and
state governments. It discusses the challenges and successes of federalism in
Nigeria, including issues of resource control and regional autonomy. The book
is essential for understanding the dynamics of Nigerian political structure.

4. Human Rights under the Nigerian Constitution

Focusing on the fundamental rights guaranteed by the Nigerian constitution,
this book examines the legal protections afforded to citizens and residents.
It addresses the enforcement mechanisms and landmark cases that have shaped
human rights Jjurisprudence in Nigeria. The text is a valuable resource for
human rights advocates and legal professionals.

5. The Role of the Judiciary in Nigerian Constitutional Democracy

This book highlights the judiciary’s crucial function in interpreting and
upholding the Nigerian constitution. It reviews significant court rulings
that have influenced constitutional law and democratic governance. Readers
gain a deeper understanding of Jjudicial independence and constitutional
checks and balances.

6. Constitutional Amendments and Political Change in Nigeria

Examining various amendments to the Nigerian constitution, this book analyzes
how these changes have reflected and driven political developments in the
country. It provides a historical context for each amendment and discusses
their implications for governance, democracy, and civil liberties. The book
offers valuable insights for political scientists and historians.

7. Comparative Constitutional Law: Nigeria and Beyond

This comparative study places the Nigerian constitution in a global context,
comparing it with constitutions of other federal states. It highlights
similarities and differences in constitutional design, governance, and rights
protection. The book is useful for readers interested in comparative politics
and constitutional design.

8. The Nigerian Constitution and Electoral Law

Focusing on the constitutional provisions related to electoral processes,
this book discusses the legal framework governing elections in Nigeria. It
covers voter rights, election commissions, and dispute resolution mechanisms.
The book is essential reading for those involved in electoral management and
political campaigning.

9. Constitutionalism and Governance in Nigeria

This book explores the principles of constitutionalism as applied in Nigeria,
emphasizing accountability, rule of law, and democratic governance. It
analyzes how constitutional norms influence political behavior and public
administration. The book serves as a guide for policymakers, academics, and
students of governance.
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