
the crocodile by roald dahl

the crocodile by roald dahl is a captivating short story that exemplifies Roald Dahl’s unique storytelling
style, combining dark humor with imaginative narrative. This tale, part of Dahl’s diverse literary
repertoire, explores the cunning and deceptive nature of a crocodile with a twist that is both thrilling and
unexpected. The story is well-known for its vivid descriptions, clever plot, and the moral undertones that
challenge readers to think critically about appearances and intentions. In this article, the focus will be on
analyzing the plot, themes, characters, and literary devices employed in the crocodile by Roald Dahl.
Additionally, the cultural and educational significance of the story will be examined, along with its impact
on readers and its place in children’s literature. The analysis aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of why this story remains a favorite among Roald Dahl’s works and how it continues to
influence readers and educators alike.
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Plot Summary of the Crocodile by Roald Dahl
The crocodile by Roald Dahl tells the story of an unusual crocodile with an extraordinary appetite and an
even more ingenious method of catching prey. The narrative begins with a description of the crocodile’s
environment and habits, setting the scene for the events that follow. Unlike ordinary crocodiles, this one
devises a clever strategy to capture children by disguising its true nature. The plot unfolds as the crocodile
patiently waits for the right moment to strike, showing a blend of patience, cunning, and calculated risk.
The story reaches its climax when the crocodile’s plan is put into action, leading to an unexpected and
darkly humorous conclusion. This engaging plot structure keeps readers intrigued and highlights Dahl’s
mastery of suspense and surprise.

Setting and Initial Situation
The story is set primarily in a lush riverbank environment where the crocodile resides. This natural



setting is vividly described, providing a realistic backdrop that contrasts with the fantastical elements of the
story. The initial situation introduces the crocodile’s peculiar behavior and the unsuspecting children who
play nearby, setting the stage for the unfolding events.

Climax and Resolution
As the crocodile patiently waits, the tension builds until it eventually executes its plan. The resolution
provides a twist that is characteristic of Dahl’s storytelling, leaving readers with a mixture of shock and
amusement. The ending serves to reinforce the story’s underlying themes and leaves a lasting impression.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The crocodile by Roald Dahl features a small but memorable cast of characters, each playing a vital role in
advancing the story and its thematic content. Central to the tale is the crocodile itself, portrayed not just as a
predator but as a clever and almost human-like figure. The children in the story represent innocence and
vulnerability, which contrasts sharply with the crocodile's cunning nature.

The Crocodile
The crocodile is the protagonist and the driving force behind the story’s action. Described as patient,
intelligent, and sly, this character subverts typical animal behavior by employing a unique hunting
technique. The crocodile’s anthropomorphic qualities add depth and intrigue, making it a memorable figure
in Dahl’s collection of stories.

The Children
The children serve as the crocodile’s intended prey and symbolize the themes of innocence and naivety.
Their presence in the story highlights the danger lurking beneath seemingly safe environments. While
their roles are limited, the children are essential for illustrating the stakes involved and heightening the
story’s tension.

Themes and Messages in the Story
The crocodile by Roald Dahl explores several themes that contribute to its enduring appeal and educational
value. These themes provide layers of meaning that encourage readers to think critically about the
narrative and its implications. The story’s dark humor and unexpected ending also reinforce its moral and
ethical undertones.



Deception and Cunning
A primary theme of the story is deception, embodied by the crocodile’s clever strategy to lure prey. This
theme invites readers to consider how appearances can be misleading and the importance of awareness and
caution. The crocodile’s cunning contrasts with the innocence of the children, creating a powerful dynamic
between predator and prey.

Innocence and Danger
The juxtaposition of the children’s innocence against the crocodile’s predatory nature serves as a warning
about the hidden dangers in the world. This theme is particularly relevant for younger readers, teaching
them to be cautious and mindful of their surroundings.

Dark Humor and Irony
Roald Dahl’s use of dark humor and irony adds a unique flavor to the story, making it both entertaining
and thought-provoking. The ironic twist at the end disrupts conventional expectations and challenges
readers to reconsider the narrative’s moral lessons.

Literary Techniques and Writing Style
Roald Dahl’s distinctive writing style is evident throughout the crocodile by Roald Dahl, characterized by
vivid descriptions, engaging dialogue, and a balance of suspense and humor. The story employs various
literary techniques that enhance its impact and accessibility.

Imagery and Descriptive Language
Dahl uses rich imagery to bring the crocodile and its environment to life, enabling readers to visualize the
scene vividly. Descriptions of the crocodile’s movements and surroundings create a sense of realism that
grounds the fantastical elements of the story.

Suspense and Pacing
The narrative pacing is carefully controlled to build suspense gradually. Dahl’s use of short, sharp sentences
during moments of tension contrasts with more detailed descriptions, effectively maintaining reader
interest and anticipation.



Use of Irony and Surprise
The story’s ending hinges on irony and surprise, hallmark techniques in Dahl’s storytelling. This
unexpected conclusion not only entertains but also reinforces the story’s themes and leaves a memorable
impression.

Educational and Cultural Significance
The crocodile by Roald Dahl holds significant educational and cultural value, making it a popular choice in
schools and literary discussions. Its themes, narrative style, and moral lessons contribute to its effectiveness
as a teaching tool.

Teaching Moral Lessons
The story provides valuable lessons on caution, awareness, and the consequences of deception. Teachers
often use the crocodile to prompt discussions about safety, trust, and the complexity of appearances versus
reality.

Impact on Children’s Literature
As part of Roald Dahl’s broader body of work, the crocodile exemplifies the blend of entertainment and
education that characterizes his contributions to children’s literature. The story’s unique combination of
dark humor and moral messaging has influenced many authors and educators.

Why the Story Endures
The crocodile continues to captivate readers due to its engaging narrative, memorable characters, and
meaningful themes. Its ability to entertain while provoking thought ensures its place as a classic in
children’s storytelling.

Key Takeaways

The story highlights the importance of being cautious and aware of hidden dangers.

It uses dark humor to make moral lessons more engaging and memorable.

Roald Dahl’s distinctive style combines suspense, vivid imagery, and irony effectively.



The crocodile’s anthropomorphic qualities add depth and intrigue to the narrative.

The story remains relevant in educational contexts for teaching critical thinking and safety.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Crocodile' by Roald Dahl?
The main theme of 'The Crocodile' is dark humor and irony, focusing on the unexpected and often grim
consequences of a crocodile's actions.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Crocodile' by Roald Dahl?
The protagonist is a crocodile who is cunning and clever, known for swallowing children whole.

What is the tone of 'The Crocodile' by Roald Dahl?
The tone is darkly humorous and ironic, characteristic of Roald Dahl's adult short stories.

How does Roald Dahl use irony in 'The Crocodile'?
Dahl uses irony by presenting the crocodile's gruesome behavior in a playful, almost charming way,
leading to an unexpected twist at the end.

What is the plot of 'The Crocodile' by Roald Dahl?
The story follows a crocodile who eats children by swallowing them whole, but eventually meets an ironic
end when a boy he swallows starts eating him from the inside.

Is 'The Crocodile' intended for children or adults?
'The Crocodile' is intended for adults, as it contains dark humor and themes that are not suitable for
children.

How does Roald Dahl portray the crocodile's character?
The crocodile is portrayed as sly, ruthless, and somewhat amusing, embodying a predatory nature with a
twist of dark comedy.



What lesson can readers learn from 'The Crocodile'?
Readers can learn about the unexpected consequences of one's actions and the use of wit and cleverness to
overcome danger.

Where was 'The Crocodile' by Roald Dahl first published?
'The Crocodile' was first published in Roald Dahl's collection of adult short stories titled 'Someone Like You'
in 1953.

How does 'The Crocodile' reflect Roald Dahl's writing style?
It reflects Dahl's style through its use of dark humor, irony, unexpected twists, and vivid, engaging
storytelling.

Additional Resources
1. The Twits
This book by Roald Dahl tells the story of Mr. and Mrs. Twit, a nasty, spiteful couple who play cruel tricks
on each other and everyone around them. The story is filled with humor and imaginative illustrations,
highlighting the consequences of meanness and the power of cleverness. It’s a fun read with a strong moral
about kindness and justice.

2. The Enormous Crocodile
Another imaginative tale by Roald Dahl, this book follows a cunning crocodile who plans to eat children in
the jungle. However, his plans are foiled by other animals who band together to stop him. The story
combines humor and suspense, teaching lessons about greed and cooperation.

3. Fantastic Mr. Fox
This story centers on Mr. Fox, who outsmarts three mean farmers trying to catch him. It’s a clever tale of
wit and survival, showing how intelligence and teamwork can overcome adversity. The book is filled
with Dahl’s signature humor and memorable characters.

4. The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me
A whimsical story about a boy and his unusual friends—a giraffe, a pelican, and a monkey—who run a
window-cleaning company. Together, they embark on adventures that highlight friendship and creativity.
The book’s playful language and unique characters make it a delightful read.

5. George's Marvellous Medicine
This book tells the story of George, a boy who creates a magical medicine to cure his grandmother’s
nastiness. The potion causes unexpected and humorous effects, leading to chaos and laughter. It’s a story
about imagination, consequences, and the desire to change difficult situations.



6. The BFG
Roald Dahl’s tale of the Big Friendly Giant who befriends a little girl named Sophie. Together, they work
to stop the other giants from eating children. The book combines fantasy, adventure, and heartwarming
friendship, emphasizing bravery and kindness.

7. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
A classic story about Charlie Bucket, a poor boy who wins a tour of Willy Wonka’s magical chocolate
factory. The book explores themes of greed, honesty, and the rewards of good behavior through fantastical
adventures inside the factory. It’s a beloved story full of imagination and moral lessons.

8. The Witches
This darkly humorous story follows a boy and his grandmother as they battle real witches who despise
children. The witches disguise themselves and plan evil schemes, but courage and cleverness help the
protagonists triumph. The book mixes suspense with Dahl’s typical wit and creativity.

9. Danny, the Champion of the World
The story of Danny and his father’s adventures as they hatch a plan to outwit a greedy landowner. It’s a
heartwarming tale emphasizing family bonds, ingenuity, and standing up for what is right. The book
showcases Dahl’s talent for storytelling with warmth and humor.
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