
the cruising guide to the virgin islands

the cruising guide to the virgin islands offers an essential resource for sailors and
travelers eager to explore this stunning Caribbean archipelago. Known for its crystal-clear
waters, vibrant marine life, and picturesque harbors, the Virgin Islands provide an ideal
cruising destination for all types of vessels. This comprehensive guide covers everything
from the best anchorages and marinas to local customs and must-see attractions. Whether
navigating the British Virgin Islands or the U.S. Virgin Islands, cruisers will find invaluable
insights on weather patterns, provisioning, and safety tips. With an emphasis on practical
information and expert advice, this guide ensures a smooth and memorable sailing
experience. Below is a detailed overview of the key topics covered in this cruising guide to
the Virgin Islands.

Overview of the Virgin Islands

Planning Your Cruise

Popular Anchorages and Marinas

Navigation and Weather Considerations

Provisioning and Local Amenities

Activities and Attractions

Customs, Regulations, and Safety

Overview of the Virgin Islands
The Virgin Islands are divided into two main groups: the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI) and
the British Virgin Islands (BVI). Together, these islands form a world-renowned cruising
destination characterized by sheltered bays, diverse marine environments, and vibrant
island culture. The USVI includes St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix, while the BVI
comprises over 60 islands and cays, including Tortola, Virgin Gorda, and Jost Van Dyke.
Both regions offer distinct experiences—USVI is known for its developed infrastructure
and cultural attractions, whereas BVI is preferred by many sailors for its pristine
anchorages and relaxed atmosphere.

Geography and Climate
The Virgin Islands lie in the northeastern Caribbean Sea, just east of Puerto Rico. The
tropical climate features warm temperatures year-round, with a wet season from June to
November and a dry season from December to May. The trade winds, primarily from the
east-northeast, provide consistent sailing conditions and moderate seas. Understanding



the geography and climate is crucial for planning daily sails and ensuring safe passage
between islands.

Marine Environment
The waters surrounding the Virgin Islands boast vibrant coral reefs, seagrass beds, and
abundant marine life. This rich environment supports excellent snorkeling and diving
opportunities, enhancing the cruising experience. Many protected marine parks and
reserves restrict certain activities to preserve the delicate ecosystem, so awareness of
these zones is essential for responsible cruising.

Planning Your Cruise
Thorough preparation is key to enjoying a successful voyage through the Virgin Islands.
This section covers itinerary planning, entry requirements, and essential equipment to
bring on board. Understanding regional nuances and logistical considerations will help
cruisers optimize their time and resources.

Itinerary Recommendations
When charting a course, consider the typical duration of your trip and preferred activities.
Popular routes often start in St. Thomas or Tortola, moving through iconic spots such as
Virgin Gorda’s Baths, Jost Van Dyke’s beach bars, and the less-visited Anegada. Flexibility
is advised to accommodate weather changes and local events.

Documentation and Entry Requirements
Entry protocols vary between the USVI and BVI. U.S. citizens generally face fewer
restrictions entering the USVI, but cruising into BVI requires customs clearance and valid
passports. Cruisers should check the latest regulations regarding visas, cruising permits,
and vessel documentation prior to departure to avoid delays and fines.

Essential Gear and Safety Equipment
Equipping your vessel with up-to-date navigation instruments, safety gear, and
communication devices is mandatory. Life jackets, flares, VHF radios, and GPS systems
should be tested and accessible. Additionally, carrying spare parts and tools for common
repairs ensures readiness for unexpected situations.

Popular Anchorages and Marinas
The Virgin Islands offer a variety of sheltered anchorages and full-service marinas
catering to different vessel sizes and preferences. Selecting the right location depends on



weather, amenities, and proximity to points of interest.

Top Anchorages

Great Harbour, Jost Van Dyke: A lively spot known for its beach bars and calm
waters.

Horseshoe Bay, Virgin Gorda: Famous for its stunning white sands and snorkeling
opportunities.

Trunk Bay, St. John: Part of a national park with clear waters and beach facilities.

North Sound, Virgin Gorda: A protected bay with excellent anchoring and marina
access.

Key Marinas
Marinas such as Road Town Yacht Haven in Tortola and Red Hook Marina in St. Thomas
provide comprehensive services including fuel, repairs, and provisioning. These marinas
are well-equipped to accommodate large yachts and offer convenient access to island
amenities.

Navigation and Weather Considerations
Successful cruising in the Virgin Islands requires familiarity with local navigation
challenges and weather patterns. This section highlights key factors affecting safe passage
and route planning.

Charting Courses Between Islands
Navigators should utilize updated charts and electronic navigation aids to avoid reefs,
shoals, and other hazards. Channels between islands can be narrow, requiring precise
maneuvering. Awareness of tidal currents and depth variations is critical, especially when
approaching anchorages or marinas.

Weather Patterns and Seasonal Variations
The consistent trade winds provide favorable sailing conditions for much of the year.
However, during the hurricane season (June to November), cruisers must remain vigilant
and monitor forecasts closely. Sudden squalls and changing wind directions can occur,
necessitating flexible plans and safe harbor options.



Provisioning and Local Amenities
Access to fresh supplies and services enhances the cruising experience and ensures
comfort while onboard. The Virgin Islands feature well-stocked markets, specialty stores,
and essential services throughout both USVI and BVI.

Shopping and Food Supplies
Major islands have grocery stores offering fresh produce, meats, and seafood. Specialty
shops and farmers markets provide local delicacies and artisan goods. Planning
provisioning stops at larger ports enables cruisers to stock up efficiently.

Fuel and Water Availability
Fuel docks are available at main marinas and select anchorages. Freshwater can be
obtained from marinas or water delivery services. It is advisable to confirm availability and
operating hours in advance to avoid shortages.

Activities and Attractions
The Virgin Islands offer diverse recreational opportunities that cater to all interests, from
water sports to cultural exploration. Cruisers can enhance their visit by engaging with
local attractions both on land and sea.

Snorkeling and Diving
World-class dive sites and snorkeling spots abound, featuring coral reefs, shipwrecks, and
abundant marine species. Protected areas such as the Virgin Islands National Park
maintain pristine underwater environments ideal for exploration.

Island Excursions and Cultural Sites
Historic landmarks, museums, and nature trails provide insight into the islands’ rich
history and natural beauty. Popular excursions include hiking on St. John, visiting the
Baths on Virgin Gorda, and exploring local markets and festivals.

Customs, Regulations, and Safety
Adherence to local laws and maritime regulations ensures a trouble-free cruise. This
section outlines essential customs procedures, environmental guidelines, and safety
recommendations.



Customs and Immigration Procedures
Entering the USVI or BVI requires compliance with customs and immigration protocols.
Cruisers must report to designated ports of entry and carry required documentation.
Understanding quarantine rules and duty-free allowances helps avoid penalties.

Environmental Protection and Mooring Rules
Both territories enforce strict regulations to protect marine ecosystems, including
restrictions on anchoring in coral reef areas and requirements to use designated mooring
balls. Respecting these rules preserves the natural beauty for future visitors.

Emergency Services and Contact Information
Access to emergency medical care and rescue services is available on major islands.
Vessels should maintain contact with local coast guard stations and carry emergency
communication devices. Familiarity with emergency procedures is crucial for safety at sea.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top must-visit islands featured in the
Cruising Guide to the Virgin Islands?
The top must-visit islands include St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, as well as Tortola, Virgin Gorda, and Jost Van Dyke in the British Virgin Islands.

Does the Cruising Guide to the Virgin Islands provide
information on anchorages and marinas?
Yes, the guide offers detailed information on safe anchorages, popular mooring fields, and
marina facilities throughout the Virgin Islands to help cruisers plan their stops effectively.

What kind of weather information can cruisers find in
the guide?
The guide includes seasonal weather patterns, hurricane season advice, prevailing winds,
and tips for navigating safely in the Virgin Islands' tropical climate.

Are there recommendations for provisioning and
supplies in the Cruising Guide to the Virgin Islands?
Yes, the guide lists key towns and marinas where cruisers can find grocery stores,
chandlers, and other essential services for provisioning their vessels.



Does the Cruising Guide to the Virgin Islands cover
customs and immigration procedures for sailors?
The guide provides up-to-date information on customs and immigration requirements for
entering both the U.S. and British Virgin Islands, including necessary documentation and
clearance procedures.

Additional Resources
1. The Complete Cruising Guide to the Virgin Islands
This comprehensive guide offers detailed information on navigating the Virgin Islands,
including anchoring spots, marinas, and local regulations. It covers both the British and
U.S. Virgin Islands, providing sailors with up-to-date charts and tips on weather
conditions. The book also highlights must-see destinations and hidden gems for cruisers.

2. Virgin Islands Sailing Adventures
A perfect companion for sailors seeking adventure, this book recounts thrilling sailing
experiences throughout the Virgin Islands. Alongside captivating stories, it provides
practical advice on routes, safety, and cultural encounters. Readers will find inspiration
and useful insights for planning their own cruising trips.

3. Anchoring and Mooring in the Virgin Islands
Focused on the technical aspects of anchoring and mooring, this guide helps sailors
understand the best practices for secure and environmentally friendly anchorage in the
Virgin Islands. It includes detailed descriptions of popular bays, anchorages, and safe
spots to drop anchor. Tips on avoiding hazards and respecting marine habitats are also
covered.

4. Virgin Islands Marine Wildlife and Ecology
This book explores the rich marine biodiversity of the Virgin Islands, making it an
excellent resource for cruisers interested in nature. It highlights key species, coral reefs,
and conservation efforts in the region. Understanding the local ecology helps sailors
appreciate and protect the environment as they cruise.

5. Island Hopping in the Virgin Islands
Designed for cruisers eager to explore multiple islands, this guide maps out the best
island-hopping routes, including ferry schedules and local attractions. It offers
recommendations on dining, shopping, and cultural experiences on each island. The book
helps travelers maximize their time and enjoy a diverse Virgin Islands adventure.

6. Weather and Sailing Conditions in the Virgin Islands
A detailed resource on the climate and seasonal weather patterns affecting sailing in the
Virgin Islands. The book explains how to interpret weather forecasts, recognize local wind
patterns, and prepare for tropical storms. It is essential reading for safe and efficient
cruising throughout the year.

7. Virgin Islands Yacht Charter Guide
This guide caters to those interested in renting or chartering yachts in the Virgin Islands,
providing insights into charter companies, types of vessels, and pricing. It also covers



legal requirements, insurance, and tips for a smooth charter experience. The book is ideal
for first-time charterers and seasoned sailors alike.

8. Cultural and Historical Sites of the Virgin Islands for Cruisers
Beyond sailing, this book dives into the rich cultural and historical heritage of the Virgin
Islands, highlighting landmarks and museums accessible to cruisers. It offers background
information on colonial history, indigenous culture, and local traditions. The guide
encourages sailors to connect with the islands beyond their natural beauty.

9. The Virgin Islands Cruising Cookbook
A unique addition to any cruiser’s library, this cookbook features recipes inspired by the
local flavors of the Virgin Islands. It combines traditional Caribbean cuisine with easy-to-
prepare dishes perfect for cooking aboard a boat. The book also includes tips on sourcing
fresh ingredients while cruising.
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