the dancing plague of 1518 commonlit
answer key

the dancing plague of 1518 commonlit answer key refers to an educational
resource designed to help students and educators better understand the
mysterious historical event known as the Dancing Plague of 1518. This article
explores the origins, symptoms, and possible explanations of the bizarre
phenomenon that occurred in Strasbourg, where hundreds of people danced
uncontrollably for days. Additionally, it provides insights into the
commonlit answer key related to this topic, which aids in comprehending the
associated reading materials and questions. The dancing plague of 1518
commonlit answer key is valuable for enhancing knowledge about this peculiar
event and improving academic performance in related assignments. This article
also discusses the historical context, scientific theories, and cultural
impact of the dancing plague, supplemented by a detailed breakdown of
commonlit questions and answers. Below is a structured outline of the topics
covered for easy navigation.

e Historical Background of the Dancing Plague of 1518
e Symptoms and Accounts of the Dancing Plague

e Theories Explaining the Dancing Plague

e Commonlit Answer Key Overview

e Educational Importance and Usage

Historical Background of the Dancing Plague of
1518

The dancing plague of 1518 refers to a strange and unexplained event that
took place in Strasbourg, Alsace (modern-day France), during July 1518. This
phenomenon involved a large number of people who suddenly began dancing
uncontrollably in the streets, often for days without rest. Historical
records indicate that the dancing mania started with a single woman and
quickly escalated, affecting dozens and then hundreds of people. The event is
well-documented through various contemporary sources, including city records
and local chronicles. Understanding this background is crucial for
interpreting the dancing plague of 1518 commonlit answer key and grasping the
complexities of this phenomenon.



Context of 16th Century Strasbourg

Strasbourg in the early 1500s was a bustling city within the Holy Roman
Empire, recovering from harsh winters, famine, and disease outbreaks such as
the plague. The socio-economic stress and poor living conditions may have
contributed to the unusual psychological and physical outbreak. The city’s
authorities were baffled and attempted various remedies, including religious
rituals and medical treatments, in efforts to stop the dancing.

Documentation and Records

Municipal documents from the time provide detailed accounts of the dancing
plague. These include reports by town officials and physicians who witnessed
the phenomenon first-hand. These records are the primary sources studied by
historians and are often referenced in educational materials such as the
dancing plague of 1518 commonlit answer key.

Symptoms and Accounts of the Dancing Plague

The symptoms of the dancing plague were as peculiar as its cause. Those
affected exhibited compulsive dancing behavior that lasted for days or even
weeks, often resulting in exhaustion, injury, or death. Contemporary
descriptions reveal that the dancers appeared to be in a trance-like state,
oblivious to pain or fatigue. The dancing was involuntary and uncontrollable,
which distinguishes this event from typical social dancing or celebrations.

Physical and Psychological Symptoms

Victims reportedly danced continuously, sometimes collapsing from sheer
exhaustion or suffering from strokes and heart attacks. The intense physical
exertion without rest was a key feature of the plague. Psychologically, some
scholars suggest that mass hysteria or psychogenic illness contributed to the
symptoms, highlighting the complex relationship between mind and body during
this epidemic.

Eyewitness Descriptions

Eyewitness accounts vary but consistently describe the chaotic and
distressing scenes in the streets of Strasbourg. Some reports mention
musicians being hired to encourage the dancers, believing that the music
would help release their affliction, which instead may have exacerbated the



situation. These detailed narratives help form the basis of the dancing
plague of 1518 commonlit answer key explanations.

Theories Explaining the Dancing Plague

The dancing plague of 1518 has puzzled historians, psychologists, and medical
experts for centuries. Various theories have been proposed to explain the
cause of this mass dancing event. These hypotheses range from medical
conditions to social and psychological phenomena, reflecting the complexity
of interpreting historical events with limited scientific data.

Mass Psychogenic Illness

One of the most widely accepted explanations is that the dancing plague was a
case of mass psychogenic illness, also known as mass hysteria. This theory
posits that extreme stress and anxiety, possibly due to famine or disease,
triggered a collective psychological response manifesting as uncontrollable
dancing. This explanation aligns with similar episodes documented in history
where psychological distress led to unusual group behaviors.

Ergot Poisoning

Another popular theory involves ergot poisoning caused by consuming rye bread
contaminated with the fungus Claviceps purpurea. This fungus produces
alkaloids similar to LSD, which can cause hallucinations and convulsions
resembling the dancing observed in Strasbourg. However, this theory has been
questioned due to inconsistencies in symptoms and the duration of the event.

Religious or Cultural Interpretations

Some interpretations suggest that the dancing plague was a form of religious
fervor or a ritualistic response to divine punishment. In medieval Europe,
such explanations were common, and the afflicted were sometimes seen as
possessed or cursed. This perspective is important for understanding the
societal context in which the dancing plague occurred and is often included
in educational discussions and the dancing plague of 1518 commonlit answer
key.



Commonlit Answer Key Overview

The dancing plague of 1518 commonlit answer key serves as a valuable tool for
educators and students engaging with CommonLit’s educational materials on
this topic. It provides detailed explanations and solutions to comprehension
questions, enhancing understanding of the event’s historical, scientific, and
cultural aspects. The answer key aids learners in analyzing the text
critically and reinforcing key concepts.

Key Features of the Answer Key

e Detailed explanations of vocabulary related to the dancing plague
e Clarification of historical context and timeline

e Analysis of primary source excerpts and their significance

e Answers to multiple-choice and open-ended questions

e Guidance on interpreting scientific and psychological theories

Using the Answer Key Effectively

Students benefit from the answer key by cross-referencing their responses and
gaining deeper insights into the text. Educators use it to design lesson
plans and assessments that align with curriculum standards. The answer key
also encourages critical thinking by addressing common misconceptions and
highlighting subtle details about the dancing plague of 1518.

Educational Importance and Usage

The dancing plague of 1518 commonlit answer key plays a significant role in
educational settings by facilitating a comprehensive study of this unusual
historical event. Through guided questions and answers, it helps students
develop skills in critical reading, historical analysis, and scientific
reasoning. The topic itself serves as an engaging case study for exploring
intersections between history, psychology, and culture.



Integration in Curriculum

This resource is commonly integrated into middle school and high school
curricula, particularly in units covering history, health sciences, or
literature. It provides a multifaceted approach to learning by combining
factual information with analytical exercises, making the dancing plague of
1518 a compelling subject for cross-disciplinary education.

Benefits for Students and Teachers

Enhances comprehension of complex historical events

Encourages analytical thinking and evidence-based reasoning

Supports differentiated instruction through detailed answer explanations

Facilitates classroom discussions about human behavior and societal
responses

e Prepares students for standardized tests with targeted question practice

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Dancing Plague of 15187

The Dancing Plague of 1518 was a case of mass hysteria where hundreds of
people in Strasbourg began dancing uncontrollably for days, sometimes until
they collapsed or died.

Where did the Dancing Plague of 1518 take place?

The Dancing Plague occurred in Strasbourg, which was part of the Holy Roman
Empire at the time, now modern-day France.

How did people in 1518 interpret the cause of the
Dancing Plague?

Many believed the dancing was caused by supernatural forces, curses, or
divine punishment, as medical knowledge was limited.



What are some modern explanations for the Dancing
Plague of 15187

Modern theories include mass psychogenic illness (mass hysteria), ergot
poisoning from moldy rye, or a combination of social and psychological stress
factors.

How long did the Dancing Plague last?

The Dancing Plague lasted for about one month, beginning in July 1518 and
subsiding in August.

What were the social conditions in Strasbourg that
may have contributed to the Dancing Plague?

Strasbourg was experiencing famine, disease, and stress from war and economic
hardship, which may have exacerbated psychological distress leading to the
event.

How did the authorities initially respond to the
Dancing Plague?

Authorities initially encouraged dancing as a cure, providing musicians and a
stage, believing the dancers would recover if they danced it out.

What was the outcome for many of the dancers?

Many dancers suffered exhaustion, heart attacks, strokes, or died due to the
prolonged, uncontrollable dancing.

How is the Dancing Plague of 1518 relevant to
studies in psychology and history?

It provides an example of mass psychogenic illness and illustrates how
societal stress and cultural beliefs can manifest in physical symptoms.

What kind of sources does CommonLit provide for
understanding the Dancing Plague of 15187

CommonLit provides historical texts, primary sources, and analytical
questions to help students understand the event's context and implications.

Additional Resources

1. The Dancing Plague of 1518: The Strange, True Story of an Extraordinary
Illness



This book explores the mysterious event in Strasbourg where hundreds of
people danced uncontrollably for days. It delves into historical records and
theories behind the phenomenon, including mass hysteria and neurological
explanations. The narrative provides both a factual and engaging look at one
of history’s most bizarre outbreaks.

2. Dancing Mania: The Social and Psychological Impact of the 1518 Plague
Focusing on the social context, this book analyzes how the dancing plague
affected the communities involved. It discusses possible psychological
triggers and the role of cultural beliefs in spreading the mania. The author
combines historical data with modern psychological insights for a
comprehensive study.

3. The Year of the Dancing Plague: Madness and Medicine in Renaissance Europe
Set against the backdrop of Renaissance Europe, this book examines the
medical understanding of the time and how it influenced responses to the
dancing plague. It highlights the intersection of superstition, medicine, and
societal reactions during the crisis. Readers gain a deeper understanding of
the challenges faced by both sufferers and healers.

4. Strasbourg’s Dance of Death: The 1518 Dancing Plague Uncovered

This detailed investigation uncovers the events in Strasbourg leading up to,
during, and after the dancing plague. Using primary sources and eyewitness
accounts, the author reconstructs the timeline and impact of the event. The
book also explores the lasting legacy of the plague in cultural memory.

5. Mass Hysteria and the Dancing Plague: Psychological Perspectives on the
1518 Event

Offering a psychological analysis, this book considers the dancing plague as
a case of mass hysteria or collective psychogenic illness. It examines
theories related to stress, social pressure, and neurobiology that might
explain the outbreak. The author provides comparisons to similar phenomena
across history.

6. The Dance That Killed: An Epidemiological Study of the 1518 Plague

This book approaches the dancing plague from an epidemiological standpoint,

exploring possible infectious or toxic causes. It reviews historical medical
reports and modern scientific hypotheses to assess what might have triggered
the uncontrollable dancing. The investigation includes comparisons to other

mysterious medical outbreaks.

7. Dancing Through History: The Cultural Significance of the 1518 Plague
Exploring the cultural and artistic reflections inspired by the dancing
plague, this book delves into how the event influenced literature, art, and
folklore. It discusses the symbolism of dance in different cultures and how
the plague shaped perceptions of madness and possession. The book offers a
rich cultural context for the historical event.

8. The Dancing Plague: A Historical Mystery of Madness and Movement
This narrative nonfiction work tells the story of the 1518 dancing plague
with vivid descriptions and historical detail. The author weaves together



eyewitness testimony, medical history, and social analysis to create an
engaging account. The book aims to unravel the mystery while keeping the
human element at its core.

9. When the City Danced: Social Unrest and the 1518 Dancing Plague

Examining the dancing plague as a form of social unrest, this book interprets
the event within political and economic tensions of the time. It explores how
desperation and hardship may have fueled the collective behavior seen in
Strasbourg. The work provides a unique perspective linking historical context
with the outbreak’s dynamics.
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