the days of the french revolution

the days of the french revolution marked one of the most tumultuous and transformative periods in
European history. Spanning from 1789 to 1799, these days witnessed the collapse of the Ancien Régime,
radical social and political change, and the rise of new ideologies that reshaped France and influenced the
world. This article explores the critical phases of the French Revolution, highlighting key events, figures,
and turning points that defined its dramatic course. The revolution’s days were characterized by the
storming of the Bastille, the Reign of Terror, and the eventual rise of Napoleon Bonaparte. By examining
these pivotal moments, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how the revolution unfolded
and the legacy it left behind. The following sections will detail the major days and events, outlining their

significance in the broader context of revolutionary France.

The Early Days of the French Revolution

The National Assembly and the Fall of the Bastille

The Radical Phase and the Reign of Terror

The Thermidorian Reaction and the Directory

The Rise of Napoleon and the End of the Revolution

The Early Days of the French Revolution

The initial days of the French Revolution set the stage for a decade of upheaval and reform. In 1789,
France faced severe economic crisis, widespread famine, and political discontent among the Third Estate,
the common people. The Estates-General convened in May 1789, marking the first major political event
that triggered revolutionary change. The days leading to the formation of the National Assembly were

marked by tension and defiance as the Third Estate sought greater representation and reforms.

The Estates-General and the Tennis Court Oath

On May 5, 1789, King Louis XVI summoned the Estates-General, a general assembly representing the
three estates: clergy, nobility, and commoners. However, disputes over voting procedures led the Third
Estate to break away and declare itself the National Assembly on June 17, 1789. The following day,
members gathered in a nearby tennis court and took the famous Tennis Court Oath, vowing not to disband

until a new constitution was established.



Economic Hardships and Social Unrest

Prior to the revolution's outbreak, France suffered from financial strain due to costly wars and extravagant
royal spending. Inflation, food shortages, and unemployment worsened living conditions, fueling popular
unrest. These socio-economic factors contributed to the urgency of revolutionary demands and the

willingness of commoners to challenge the monarchy.

The National Assembly and the Fall of the Bastille

The formation of the National Assembly marked a significant turning point during the early days of the
French Revolution. This new political body sought to limit royal authority and draft a constitution.
Tensions escalated in Paris, culminating in one of the most iconic days of the revolution: the storming of the
Bastille on July 14, 1789.

The Storming of the Bastille

The Bastille, a medieval fortress and prison, symbolized royal oppression. On July 14, 1789, an angry crowd
of Parisians stormed the Bastille to seize weapons and free prisoners. This event is widely regarded as the
symbolic start of the revolution and demonstrated popular power rising against the monarchy. The

Bastille’s fall sent shockwaves throughout France and Europe.

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

In August 1789, the National Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, a
fundamental document asserting individual freedoms and equality before the law. This declaration laid the

ideological foundation for the revolution, promoting liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.

The Radical Phase and the Reign of Terror

The days of the French Revolution took a radical turn between 1792 and 1794, a period marked by political
extremism and widespread violence. The monarchy was abolished, and the Republic was proclaimed. The
rise of the Jacobins and Robespierre led to the Reign of Terror, during which thousands were executed as

enemies of the revolution.

The Abolition of the Monarchy

On September 21, 1792, the National Convention officially abolished the monarchy, declaring France a
republic. King Louis XVI was tried and executed by guillotine in January 1793, a dramatic act that



intensified revolutionary fervor and polarized French society.

The Reign of Terror

From September 1793 to July 1794, the Reign of Terror sought to purge counter-revolutionaries and
protect the revolution from internal and external threats. Led by the Committee of Public Safety under
Maximilien Robespierre, this period was characterized by mass executions, political purges, and a climate of

fear. Notable victims included Queen Marie Antoinette and many moderate revolutionaries.

Key Events During the Terror

Execution of Louis XVI (January 1793)

Establishment of the Revolutionary Tribunal

Law of Suspects, which broadened criteria for arrest

Execution of Georges Danton and other political rivals

Fall of Robespierre and the end of the Terror (July 1794)

The Thermidorian Reaction and the Directory

Following the fall of Robespierre in July 1794, the revolution entered a more moderate phase known as
the Thermidorian Reaction. This period sought to dismantle the mechanisms of the Terror and restore
stability. The new governing body, the Directory, assumed power in 1795, but faced ongoing challenges

including economic difficulties and political unrest.

The Fall of Robespierre

On July 27, 1794 (9 Thermidor Year II in the revolutionary calendar), Robespierre was arrested and
executed the following day. His death marked the end of the Reign of Terror and initiated a shift toward
moderation. The Thermidorian Reaction was characterized by the dismantling of radical institutions and a

crackdown on Jacobin influence.



The Directory Government

The Directory, established in 1795, was a five-member executive body tasked with governing France.
Despite attempting to balance revolutionary ideals with practical governance, the Directory struggled with
corruption, political instability, and military conflicts. Its inability to resolve France’s crises ultimately paved

the way for a new leader to emerge.

The Rise of Napoleon and the End of the Revolution

The final days of the French Revolution culminated in the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte, whose military
prowess and political ambition reshaped France’s future. His ascent effectively ended the revolutionary

decade and initiated a new era of French and European history.

Napoleon’s Coup of 18 Brumaire

On November 9, 1799 (18 Brumaire Year VIII), Napoleon orchestrated a coup d’état that overthrew the
Directory and established the Consulate. This event marked the conclusion of the revolutionary period and
the beginning of Napoleon’s rule as First Consul. His leadership brought relative stability and centralized

authority to France.

The Legacy of the French Revolution

The days of the French Revolution left an enduring legacy, influencing democratic movements and legal
reforms worldwide. Concepts such as citizenship, equality before the law, and secular governance emerged
from the revolution’s upheavals. Despite its violence and turmoil, the revolution fundamentally

transformed France and shaped modern political thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the key events during the days of the French Revolution?

The key events include the Storming of the Bastille (July 14, 1789), the Women's March on Versailles
(October 1789), the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (August 1789), the Reign of Terror
(1793-1794), and the fall of Robespierre.

When did the French Revolution officially begin?

The French Revolution is generally considered to have begun on July 14, 1789, with the Storming of the



Bastille.

‘What was the significance of the Storming of the Bastille?

The Storming of the Bastille symbolized the uprising against the monarchy and tyranny, marking the start

of widespread revolutionary activity in France.

How long did the French Revolution last?

The French Revolution lasted approximately from 1789 to 1799, ending with the rise of Napoleon

Bonaparte.

What was the role of the National Assembly during the French

Revolution?

The National Assembly was formed by the Third Estate in 1789 and played a central role in drafting the

Declaration of the Rights of Man and pushing forward revolutionary reforms.

What were the 'days' of the French Revolution referring to?

The 'days' of the French Revolution often refer to significant revolutionary uprisings and events such as

the Storming of the Bastille, the Women's March on Versailles, and the Insurrection of August 10, 1792.

What impact did the Women's March on Versailles have during the

revolution?

The Women's March on Versailles forced King Louis XVI to move from Versailles to Paris, placing him

under closer revolutionary scrutiny and marking a shift in power towards the revolutionaries.

How did the French Revolution influence modern democratic ideas?

The French Revolution promoted ideas such as liberty, equality, fraternity, and the rights of citizens,

influencing modern concepts of democracy, human rights, and citizenship worldwide.

Additional Resources

1. The Storming of the Bastille: July 14, 1789

This book delves into the dramatic events of July 14, 1789, when revolutionaries stormed the Bastille
prison, marking the beginning of the French Revolution. It offers detailed accounts of the political tensions
leading up to the event and the social impact it had on Paris and the rest of France. Through firsthand

testimonies and historical analysis, readers gain insight into why this day became a symbol of liberty and



resistance.

2. The Women’s March on Versailles: October 5, 1789

Focusing on the pivotal day when thousands of Parisian women marched to the Palace of Versailles, this
book explores the causes and consequences of this powerful protest. It highlights the role of women in the
revolution and how their demands for bread and political reform forced King Louis XVI to relocate to Paris.

The narrative weaves personal stories with broader historical context, illustrating the march’s significance.

3. The Flight to Varennes: June 20-21, 1791

This title examines King Louis XVI’s failed attempt to escape Paris and rally counter-revolutionary support.
The book sheds light on the king’s motivations, the meticulous planning, and the eventual capture in
Varennes. It also discusses how this event shattered the monarchy’s credibility and accelerated

revolutionary fervor among the populace.

4. The Champ de Mars Massacre: July 17, 1791

Set against the backdrop of growing unrest, this book covers the tragic day when National Guards opened
fire on republican protesters at the Champ de Mars in Paris. It explores the political divisions within the
revolutionary movement and the resulting crackdown on dissent. The author provides a vivid portrayal of

the event’s impact on public opinion and revolutionary politics.

5. The September Massacres: September 2-6, 1792

This book details the brutal wave of killings in Parisian prisons, where feared counter-revolutionaries and
prisoners were executed by mobs. It investigates the causes of the massacres, including paranoia over
foreign invasion and internal betrayal. Through survivor accounts and historical records, the book offers a

sobering look at the darker side of revolutionary justice.

6. The Execution of Louis XVI: January 21, 1793

Focusing on the trial and execution of the king, this book captures one of the most dramatic moments of the
revolution. It analyzes the legal proceedings, the political climate, and the varied public reactions to the
regicide. The author also discusses how the king’s death transformed France’s political landscape and

intensified revolutionary wars.

7. The Reign of Terror Begins: September 1793

This volume covers the onset of the Reign of Terror, a period marked by mass executions and political
purges led by the Committee of Public Safety. It details the mechanisms of surveillance, the role of key
figures like Robespierre, and the justification for brutal measures taken to protect the revolution. The book

offers a critical perspective on the balance between security and tyranny.

8. The Fall of Robespierre: July 27, 1794 (9 Thermidor)

This book narrates the dramatic downfall of Maximilien Robespierre and the end of the Reign of Terror. It
explores the political intrigue, opposition, and events that led to his arrest and execution. Through an
engaging narrative, readers see how this turning point paved the way for a more moderate phase of the

revolution.



9. The Rise of Napoleon: November 9, 1799 (18 Brumaire)

Charting the coup d’état that ended the revolutionary government, this book traces Napoleon Bonaparte’s
ascent to power. It examines the political instability of the Directory, the strategic moves by Napoleon, and
the implications for France and Europe. The book provides a comprehensive look at how the revolution

transitioned into the Napoleonic era.
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