
the destructors by graham greene
the destructors by graham greene is a compelling short story that explores themes of
destruction, post-war disillusionment, and the complexities of youth rebellion. Written by Graham
Greene, the story delves into the lives of a group of boys in post-World War II London who band
together to destroy a man's house from the inside out. This narrative not only highlights the
psychological impact of war on the younger generation but also raises questions about morality,
social class, and the nature of destruction itself. Throughout this article, the story's plot, main
characters, themes, and literary techniques will be analyzed to provide a comprehensive
understanding of Greene’s work. Additionally, the cultural and historical context will be examined to
better appreciate the story’s significance. The article will also discuss the story’s reception and its
place in modern literature. Below is the table of contents outlining the key sections covered.
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Plot Summary of The Destructors by Graham Greene
The destructors by Graham Greene is centered around a gang of teenage boys known as the
Wormsley Common Gang. Set in post-war London, the story unfolds over the course of a single day.
The gang’s new leader, Trevor, nicknamed "T," devises a plan to destroy the house of Mr. Thomas,
an elderly man they call Old Misery. The house itself is a symbol of the old order, largely intact
despite the surrounding wartime destruction. The story details how the boys systematically strip the
house from the inside, carefully dismantling the structure while Old Misery is away. Their act of
destruction is both meticulous and symbolic, reflecting their rebellion against societal norms and the
lingering trauma of war.

Detailed Narrative Progression
The story begins with the gang gathering and deciding on their next act of mischief. T proposes the
destruction of Old Misery's house, which initially meets with mixed reactions. However, the gang
unites behind the plan, demonstrating a collective mindset driven by frustration and a desire for
control. As the boys execute their plan, Greene provides vivid descriptions of their methodical
dismantling. The climax is marked by the house’s collapse, leaving the boys to contemplate the
consequences of their actions. The story closes with a sense of ambiguous morality, as the gang



members feel a mixture of triumph and unease.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The destructors by Graham Greene features a small but significant cast of characters whose
interactions drive the narrative forward. Each character represents different aspects of society and
youth culture in post-war Britain.

Trevor (T) - The Leader
T is the central figure in the story, whose leadership and vision inspire the gang’s destructive
mission. He is portrayed as intelligent, calculating, and somewhat detached emotionally. His
motivation is complex, reflecting a desire to exert power and reject the old social order symbolized
by Old Misery’s house.

Mr. Thomas (Old Misery)
Old Misery is the elderly homeowner whose house becomes the target of the Wormsley Common
Gang. He represents the older generation and the remnants of a society disrupted by war. His
character evokes sympathy, serving as a foil to the boys’ reckless behavior.

Supporting Gang Members
Other members of the Wormsley Common Gang include characters like Blackie and Mike, who
contribute to the plan’s execution. Their roles highlight different attitudes within the group, from
enthusiasm to hesitation, illustrating the dynamics of peer influence.

Themes and Motifs in The Destructors by Graham
Greene
The destructors by Graham Greene is rich in themes that resonate with issues of post-war identity
and human psychology. The story’s motifs enhance its depth, offering multiple layers of
interpretation.

Destruction and Creation
The central theme revolves around destruction as a form of creation. The boys’ systematic
dismantling of the house symbolizes a break from tradition and the old social structures. This
paradox highlights the tension between chaos and order, as well as the transformative power of
destruction.



Post-War Disillusionment
The story captures the mood of post-World War II Britain, where physical and moral landscapes
were shattered. The gang’s actions reflect a generation grappling with loss, instability, and the
search for meaning in a changed world.

Class Conflict and Social Critique
The house of Old Misery stands as a symbol of middle-class stability, which the working-class boys
seek to undermine. The story critiques social hierarchies and the impact of economic disparities on
youth behavior.

Loss of Innocence
The destructors by Graham Greene also explores the loss of childhood innocence, as the boys
engage in calculated and destructive behavior that contrasts with traditional notions of youthful
playfulness.

Key Motifs

The ruined London landscape as a backdrop

The house as a symbol of heritage and stability

The gang as a microcosm of society

Destruction as both an act of rebellion and creation

Literary Techniques and Style
Graham Greene employs a variety of literary techniques in the destructors by Graham Greene to
create a powerful and thought-provoking narrative. His style is concise yet rich in detail, blending
realism with symbolic undertones.

Point of View and Narrative Voice
The story is told from a third-person limited perspective, focusing mainly on Trevor and the gang’s
viewpoint. This narrative choice allows readers insight into the boys’ motivations while maintaining
a degree of objectivity about their actions.



Symbolism
Symbolism plays a crucial role, with the house representing stability, tradition, and the past. The act
of destruction serves as a metaphor for societal change and the upheaval experienced in post-war
Britain.

Imagery and Descriptive Language
Greene’s use of vivid imagery brings the setting and characters to life. The ruined cityscape, the
meticulous dismantling of the house, and the boys’ expressions are described with precision,
enhancing the story’s emotional impact.

Dialogue and Characterization
The dialogue in the destructors by Graham Greene is naturalistic and reveals the personalities and
social backgrounds of the characters. It contributes to the development of themes such as class
tension and youthful rebellion.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural context of the destructors by Graham Greene is essential
to fully grasp its themes and significance. The story was written in the aftermath of World War II, a
period marked by physical devastation and social upheaval in Britain.

Post-War Britain
The setting reflects the bombed-out landscape of London, where many buildings lay in ruins and
communities were disrupted. This environment shapes the behavior and attitudes of the characters,
especially the youth who grew up amid destruction.

Social and Economic Conditions
Economic hardship and class divisions are central to the story’s backdrop. The Wormsley Common
Gang’s working-class status contrasts with Old Misery’s middle-class home, highlighting issues of
inequality and resentment.

Youth Culture and Rebellion
The story captures the emergence of youth subcultures and the ways young people expressed
discontent through rebellion. The destructors by Graham Greene reflects broader societal anxieties
about the younger generation’s role in shaping the future.



Reception and Literary Significance
The destructors by Graham Greene has been widely studied and appreciated for its insightful
portrayal of post-war society and its exploration of complex moral questions. The story is considered
a classic example of Greene’s skill as a short story writer and his ability to blend social commentary
with psychological depth.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised the story for its tight narrative structure and the effective use of symbolism. Its
unflinching examination of destruction as both a destructive and creative force has sparked
extensive analysis in literary circles.

Influence and Legacy
The destructors by Graham Greene has influenced other writers and remains a staple in literature
courses focusing on 20th-century British fiction. Its themes continue to resonate, making it relevant
to discussions about youth, society, and morality.

Key Points of Discussion

The moral ambiguity of the boys' actions

The representation of post-war trauma

The intersection of class and power dynamics

The story’s critique of societal reconstruction

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Destructors' by Graham
Greene?
'The Destructors' explores themes of destruction versus creation, the loss of innocence, the impact
of war on society, and the nature of youthful rebellion.

Who are the main characters in 'The Destructors'?
The main characters are Trevor (also known as 'T'), the leader of the gang called the Wormsley
Common Gang, and other gang members who participate in the destruction of Mr. Thomas's house.



What is the significance of the setting in 'The Destructors'?
The story is set in post-World War II London, reflecting the physical and moral devastation of the
war. The ruined environment mirrors the gang's destructive actions and the broader social decay.

How does 'The Destructors' reflect post-war societal changes?
The story highlights the disillusionment and loss of traditional values among the youth, showing how
war has disrupted social order and fostered nihilism and rebellion.

Why does Trevor decide to destroy Mr. Thomas's house?
Trevor views the house, which survived the war, as a symbol of the old world and authority.
Destroying it is an act of defiance against the established social order and a way to assert control.

What role does Mr. Thomas play in the story?
Mr. Thomas, also called Old Misery, represents the older generation and the past. His kindness
contrasts with the gang's cruelty, highlighting the generational divide.

How does Graham Greene use symbolism in 'The Destructors'?
The house symbolizes the past and tradition, while its destruction represents the collapse of old
values. The gang's actions symbolize the chaotic aftermath of war and the loss of innocence.

What narrative perspective is used in 'The Destructors' and
how does it affect the story?
The story is told from a third-person limited perspective, focusing mainly on Trevor. This allows
readers to understand his motivations and the gang's mindset, creating a complex view of their
destructive behavior.

What message does 'The Destructors' convey about human
nature?
The story suggests that destruction can be a form of creativity and rebellion, but also raises
questions about morality, the impact of environment on behavior, and the thin line between
innocence and cruelty.

Additional Resources
1. "Lord of the Flies" by William Golding
This novel explores the descent into savagery of a group of boys stranded on a deserted island. Much
like "The Destructors," it delves into themes of civilization versus chaos and the inherent darkness
within human nature. The story examines how societal rules break down when authority is removed,
leading to destructive behavior.



2. "A Clockwork Orange" by Anthony Burgess
Burgess’s dystopian novel focuses on a violent youth and the state's attempt to reform him through
controversial psychological conditioning. It shares with "The Destructors" an exploration of youthful
rebellion and the tension between free will and control. The book raises questions about morality,
violence, and the nature of evil.

3. "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson
This short story portrays a small town’s disturbing annual ritual, revealing the dark undercurrents of
conformity and tradition. Like "The Destructors," it uncovers the sinister potential within ordinary
people and communities. Jackson’s work critiques blind adherence to social norms and the capacity
for collective cruelty.

4. "The Painted Bird" by Jerzy Kosiński
Set during World War II, this novel follows a young boy’s harrowing journey through Eastern
Europe, witnessing human cruelty and destruction. It resonates with "The Destructors" in its
depiction of innocence confronted by devastation and moral decay. The narrative confronts the
brutal realities of war and the loss of childhood.

5. "The Wasp Factory" by Iain Banks
This dark and unsettling novel explores the mind of a disturbed adolescent living in isolation,
engaging in bizarre and violent rituals. It parallels "The Destructors" through its examination of
youthful alienation and destructive impulses. Banks’s work challenges readers to confront
uncomfortable aspects of identity and morality.

6. "We Have Always Lived in the Castle" by Shirley Jackson
This novel centers on two sisters living in isolation after a family tragedy, blending gothic elements
with psychological suspense. It shares themes with "The Destructors" related to social exclusion,
trauma, and the breakdown of normalcy. Jackson’s atmospheric storytelling reveals the complexities
of human nature and societal judgment.

7. "The Killers" by Ernest Hemingway
A short story about two hitmen who arrive in a small town to murder a former boxer, capturing a
sense of impending violence and fatalism. It relates to "The Destructors" in its succinct portrayal of
menace and the inevitability of destruction. Hemingway’s minimalistic style intensifies the story’s
tension and bleak outlook.

8. "The Road" by Cormac McCarthy
This post-apocalyptic novel follows a father and son’s struggle to survive in a devastated world.
Similar to "The Destructors," it explores themes of destruction, loss, and the enduring human spirit
amid ruin. McCarthy’s stark prose evokes a haunting vision of desolation and hope.

9. "Lord of the Flies" by William Golding
This classic novel investigates the collapse of order among stranded boys, revealing the dark side of
human nature. Echoing "The Destructors," it highlights how quickly civilization can unravel, leading
to chaos and violence. Golding’s work remains a profound commentary on the fragility of societal
norms.
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