
the devil and tom walker question
answers
the devil and tom walker question answers provide an essential understanding
of Washington Irving's classic short story, "The Devil and Tom Walker." This
article delves into key questions and answers that explore the story's
themes, characters, symbols, and plot developments. By analyzing these
aspects, readers can gain deeper insights into the moral lessons and
historical context embedded within the narrative. Whether discussing the
Faustian bargain, the role of greed and corruption, or the significance of
the setting, the answers clarify the complexities of the tale. This
comprehensive guide is designed to support students, educators, and
literature enthusiasts seeking detailed explanations and interpretations.
Below is a structured overview of the main topics covered in this article,
offering a clear path to understanding the devil and tom walker question
answers.

Plot Summary and Key Events

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Moral Lessons

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Historical and Cultural Context

Commonly Asked Questions and Answers

Plot Summary and Key Events
The devil and tom walker question answers often begin with a thorough
understanding of the story's plot. "The Devil and Tom Walker" narrates the
tale of a miserly man, Tom Walker, who makes a deal with the devil in
exchange for wealth. The story unfolds in a gloomy, swampy area near Boston,
where Tom encounters the devil, also known as Old Scratch. Tom agrees to sell
his soul for treasure buried by a pirate, but he later regrets his decision
and tries to cheat the devil. The narrative progresses through Tom's rise to
financial success and eventual downfall, illustrating the consequences of his
greed and moral corruption. The story concludes with Tom's fate as the devil
claims his soul, reinforcing the cautionary tone of the tale.



Summary of Major Plot Points
Understanding the sequence of events is crucial for answering questions
related to the devil and tom walker question answers. The major plot points
include:

Tom Walker's encounter with the devil in the swamp

The devil's offer and the bargain for buried treasure

Tom's refusal to cooperate with his wife, who also seeks the devil’s
deal

Tom's transformation into a usurer and accumulation of wealth

Tom's efforts to avoid the devil through religious pretense

The devil’s ultimate claim of Tom's soul as payment

Main Characters and Their Roles
The devil and tom walker question answers require a detailed look at the
characters who drive the story. Each character embodies specific traits that
reflect broader themes such as greed, moral corruption, and hypocrisy.
Understanding their roles provides insight into the allegorical messages
Washington Irving intended.

Tom Walker
Tom Walker is the protagonist, characterized by his greed, selfishness, and
moral weakness. He is a miser who prioritizes wealth over integrity and
ultimately pays the price for his choices. His character exemplifies the
dangers of avarice and the consequences of making Faustian bargains.

Tom's Wife
Tom’s wife is depicted as equally greedy and quarrelsome. Her insistence on
making a deal with the devil and subsequent disappearance after attempting to
strike her own bargain highlight the destructive nature of greed within
familial relationships.

The Devil (Old Scratch)
The devil, or Old Scratch, serves as the antagonist and symbolic figure of



evil temptation. He offers Tom wealth in exchange for his soul, representing
the moral and spiritual dangers of succumbing to greed and unethical choices.

Themes and Moral Lessons
Exploring the themes and moral lessons is central to understanding the devil
and tom walker question answers. Washington Irving uses this story to
critique societal values and human flaws prevalent in his time, many of which
remain relevant today.

Greed and Materialism
One of the primary themes is greed and the destructive pursuit of wealth.
Both Tom and his wife embody materialistic desires that lead to their
downfall. The story warns against valuing money over morality and spiritual
well-being.

Faustian Bargain
The motif of the Faustian bargain—a deal with the devil for earthly gain at
the cost of one's soul—is central to the story’s moral framework. This theme
illustrates the price of moral compromise and the inevitability of divine or
supernatural justice.

Hypocrisy and Religious Pretense
Tom’s late-life turn to religious devotion to avoid his fate underscores the
theme of hypocrisy. His superficial piety contrasts with his prior greed,
emphasizing that true repentance cannot be feigned to escape consequences.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
The devil and tom walker question answers often involve analyzing the story’s
rich symbolism and use of literary devices. Washington Irving employs these
elements to deepen the narrative’s meaning and enhance its moral impact.

The Swamp and the Old Indian Fort
The story’s setting in a dark, foreboding swamp and the ruins of an old
Indian fort symbolize moral decay and the presence of evil. The location
reflects the dangerous and corrupt nature of the world Tom inhabits.



The Devil’s Signature
The blackened finger or mark left by the devil on Tom’s forehead symbolizes
the inescapable bond between Tom and evil forces. It serves as a physical
reminder of his pact and impending doom.

Allegory and Satire
Irving’s story functions as an allegory about the perils of greed and moral
weakness. Additionally, it contains satirical elements criticizing the
economic practices and corrupt financial dealings of the time.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural context enriches the devil and tom
walker question answers by linking the story to the time period in which it
was written. This background explains some of the story’s themes and
characters.

Colonial American Setting
The tale is set in the early colonial period near Boston, reflecting the
Puritanical and superstitious beliefs of that era. The story’s moralistic
tone aligns with the rigid religious values prevalent in early American
society.

Reflection of Economic Practices
The story critiques the rise of capitalism and financial speculation in early
America. Tom’s role as a usurer and moneylender illustrates the corrupt
practices that were becoming more common and warns against the ethical
compromises associated with them.

Commonly Asked Questions and Answers
This section provides clear responses to frequent inquiries about the devil
and tom walker question answers, addressing plot details, character
motivations, and thematic interpretations.

What is the significance of Tom Walker’s deal with



the devil?
Tom Walker’s deal symbolizes the dangers of sacrificing one’s moral integrity
for material gain. It serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of
greed and the temptation to take unethical shortcuts to success.

How does the story portray the theme of greed?
The story portrays greed as a destructive force that corrupts individuals and
relationships. Both Tom and his wife are driven by avarice, leading to
conflict, moral decay, and ultimately, their downfalls.

Why does Tom become a usurer, and what does this
role represent?
Tom becomes a usurer to increase his wealth rapidly, embodying the
unscrupulous financial behaviors criticized in the story. His role represents
moral corruption and the exploitation of others for personal gain.

What is the moral lesson of "The Devil and Tom
Walker"?
The moral lesson warns against greed, moral compromise, and hypocrisy. It
teaches that wealth obtained through unethical means leads to spiritual ruin
and that true repentance cannot reverse the consequences of one’s actions.

How does the story use symbolism to enhance its
message?
Symbolism such as the swamp, the devil’s mark, and the ruined fort illustrate
themes of moral decay, evil temptation, and inevitable punishment,
reinforcing the story’s cautionary tone and moral lessons.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main character in 'The Devil and Tom
Walker'?
The main character is Tom Walker, a miserly and greedy man who makes a deal
with the devil.



What deal does Tom Walker make with the devil?
Tom Walker agrees to sell his soul to the devil in exchange for wealth and
treasure that the devil has buried.

How does Tom Walker’s wife influence the story?
Tom's wife is portrayed as equally greedy and quarrelsome; her disappearance
after attempting to make a deal with the devil adds to the story's dark tone
and motivates Tom to make his own pact.

What is the moral lesson of 'The Devil and Tom
Walker'?
The story warns against greed, moral corruption, and the consequences of
making deals with evil forces for personal gain.

How does Washington Irving depict the devil in the
story?
The devil is depicted as a dark, sinister figure who tempts individuals to
sacrifice their souls for earthly riches.

What role does the setting play in the story?
The story is set in a dark, swampy forest near Boston, which creates a gloomy
atmosphere and symbolizes moral decay.

What happens to Tom Walker at the end of the story?
Tom Walker is eventually taken away by the devil as punishment for his greed
and wickedness, disappearing mysteriously.

How does 'The Devil and Tom Walker' reflect American
values or themes?
The story reflects themes of Puritanism, moral integrity, and the dangers of
greed, which were significant in early American culture.

Why does Tom Walker become a usurer after making the
deal?
Tom becomes a usurer, lending money at high interest rates, to exploit others
financially and increase his wealth, demonstrating his continued greed and
moral corruption.



Additional Resources
1. The Devil and Tom Walker by Washington Irving: A Study Guide
This study guide offers an in-depth analysis of Washington Irving's classic
short story, "The Devil and Tom Walker." It includes summaries, character
breakdowns, and explanations of major themes such as greed and moral
corruption. The guide also provides answers to common questions, helping
readers better understand the story's historical and literary context.

2. Exploring Faustian Bargains: The Devil and Tom Walker and Beyond
This book examines the recurring motif of Faustian bargains in literature,
with a special focus on "The Devil and Tom Walker." It compares Irving's
story to other works featuring deals with the devil, exploring the moral and
ethical implications. Readers gain insight into the symbolism and cultural
significance of these dark pacts.

3. American Gothic Tales: The Devil and Tom Walker
A collection of American Gothic literature that includes "The Devil and Tom
Walker" alongside other haunting stories. This volume explores themes of
horror, supernatural elements, and the dark side of human nature prevalent in
early American fiction. Annotations and critical essays accompany the texts
for deeper understanding.

4. Washington Irving’s Devil and Tom Walker: Themes and Morality
This book delves into the moral lessons embedded in Irving’s story, focusing
on themes like greed, selfishness, and justice. It discusses how "The Devil
and Tom Walker" reflects 19th-century American values and fears. Readers are
encouraged to reflect on the ethical questions posed by the narrative.

5. Questions and Answers on The Devil and Tom Walker: A Classroom Companion
Designed for students and educators, this companion book provides a
comprehensive Q&A format that covers plot, characters, and themes. It
simplifies complex ideas for easier comprehension and supports classroom
discussions. The book also includes quizzes and essay prompts related to the
story.

6. Devils in American Literature: From Tom Walker to Modern Day
This literary analysis traces the depiction of the devil figure in American
literature, starting with "The Devil and Tom Walker." It explores how the
character of the devil has evolved and what it represents in different
historical periods. The book offers critical insights and comparative studies
for literature enthusiasts.

7. The Moral Universe of The Devil and Tom Walker
Focusing on the philosophical and ethical dimensions of the story, this book
analyzes the moral universe constructed by Washington Irving. It investigates
how the narrative addresses human weaknesses and societal norms. The work
encourages readers to contemplate the consequences of moral choices.

8. Legend and Reality: The Devil and Tom Walker in American Folklore
This book explores the folklore origins and historical background that



inspired "The Devil and Tom Walker." It examines how legends of the devil and
bargains with dark forces permeate American culture. Readers learn about the
blending of myth and literature in Irving’s storytelling.

9. Understanding Symbolism in The Devil and Tom Walker
A focused examination of the symbolic elements in the story, including the
swamp, the devil, and Tom Walker’s actions. The book explains how symbolism
enhances the narrative’s themes and messages. It is ideal for readers seeking
to deepen their literary analysis skills.
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