the divine 9 history

the divine 9 history traces the origins and development of nine historically African American Greek-
letter organizations that have played a pivotal role in the cultural, social, and political life of Black
communities in the United States. These fraternities and sororities, collectively known as the Divine
Nine, were founded during the early 20th century, a period marked by racial segregation and limited
opportunities for African Americans in higher education. The Divine Nine not only provided support
and fellowship for Black students but also became instrumental in advancing civil rights, leadership,
and community service. This article explores the rich legacy of the Divine Nine, detailing each
organization's founding principles, milestones, and ongoing contributions. Additionally, it highlights
the impact of these organizations on American society and their continued relevance today. The
following sections will cover the origins of the Divine Nine, profiles of each fraternity and sorority,
their historical significance, and the enduring influence of these groups.
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Profiles of the Nine Organizations

Historical Significance and Contributions

Impact on Civil Rights and Social Change
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Origins and Formation of the Divine Nine

The Divine Nine refers to a collective of nine historically Black Greek-letter organizations (BGLOs) that
were established to support African American students during times of segregation and
discrimination. These organizations emerged primarily between 1906 and 1930, a period when
African Americans faced severe racial barriers in higher education and society at large. The Divine
Nine was formed as a response to the social exclusion experienced by Black students, providing a
platform for leadership development, academic excellence, and community engagement.

Historical Context of Formation

In the early 20th century, African American students attending predominantly white institutions or
historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) encountered racial segregation and limited social
outlets. To counteract these challenges, students founded fraternities and sororities that emphasized
mutual support, scholarship, and activism. The establishment of these organizations was not only a
form of social resistance but also a means to cultivate a sense of identity, pride, and empowerment
among Black youth.



Collective Identity as the Divine Nine

The phrase "Divine Nine" was coined to collectively describe these nine organizations, which include
both fraternities and sororities. United under the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC), founded in
1930, these groups collaborate to promote community service, educational advancement, and
cultural awareness. The term highlights their shared heritage and enduring commitment to uplifting
African American communities.

Profiles of the Nine Organizations

The Divine Nine consists of five fraternities and four sororities, each with unique histories, symbols,
and missions. Together, they represent a powerful network of African American collegiate Greek-letter
organizations.

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Founded on December 4, 1906, at Cornell University, Alpha Phi Alpha was the first intercollegiate
Greek-letter fraternity established for African American men. Its founders aimed to create a
brotherhood that emphasized scholastic achievement, leadership, and advocacy for social justice.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Established on January 15, 1908, at Howard University, Alpha Kappa Alpha was the first African
American sorority. It focused on providing support for Black women in higher education and fostering
community service initiatives.

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

Kappa Alpha Psi was founded on January 5, 1911, at Indiana University. The fraternity is known for its
commitment to achievement in every field of human endeavor and its emphasis on character
development and service.

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

Founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard University, Omega Psi Phi emphasizes principles of
manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and uplift. It is renowned for its community programs and
cultural contributions.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Delta Sigma Theta was founded on January 13, 1913, at Howard University by a group of 22 women
dedicated to public service and social activism, particularly in the areas of civil rights and education.



Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

Established on January 9, 1914, at Howard University, Phi Beta Sigma promotes brotherhood,
scholarship, and service. It is noted for its inclusive philosophy and community outreach efforts.

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.

Zeta Phi Beta was founded on January 16, 1920, at Howard University. The sorority focuses on
scholarship, service, sisterhood, and finer womanhood, with a strong emphasis on social justice and
community programs.

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

Founded on November 12, 1922, at Butler University, Sigma Gamma Rho was created to enhance the
quality of life within the Black community through education and service.

lota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc.

The youngest of the Divine Nine, lota Phi Theta was founded on September 19, 1963, at Morgan State
University. It emphasizes scholarship, leadership, citizenship, fidelity, and brotherhood.

Historical Significance and Contributions

The Divine Nine organizations have made significant contributions to African American culture,
education, and civil rights. Their members have been influential leaders, activists, and professionals
who have shaped American history.

Educational Advancement

Each organization has historically promoted academic excellence and provided scholarships and
mentoring programs to support Black students. This focus has helped increase higher education
attainment within African American communities.

Community Service Initiatives

Service to the community is a foundational principle of the Divine Nine. Members have organized and
participated in numerous programs aimed at improving health, education, economic development,
and social welfare.

Prominent Members and Leadership

The Divine Nine boasts an impressive roster of members who have excelled in various fields, including



civil rights leaders, politicians, entertainers, and educators. Their leadership has helped to advance
social justice and equality in the United States.

Impact on Civil Rights and Social Change

The Divine Nine has played a critical role in the civil rights movement and ongoing efforts toward
social justice. Their commitment to activism and community uplift has left a lasting impact on
American society.

Participation in the Civil Rights Movement

Many members of Divine Nine organizations were actively involved in civil rights protests, voter
registration drives, and legal challenges against segregation and discrimination. Their collective
efforts helped dismantle institutional racism.

Advocacy and Political Engagement

The organizations have encouraged political participation and leadership among African Americans,
promoting policies that address racial inequality and social injustice.

Continued Social Activism

Today, the Divine Nine remains engaged in advocacy on issues such as education equity, economic
empowerment, and criminal justice reform, maintaining their legacy of social change.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The Divine Nine continues to be a vital part of African American culture and society, adapting to
contemporary challenges while preserving its historic mission.

Expansion and Membership

With chapters across the United States and internationally, the Divine Nine reaches thousands of
collegiate and alumni members who contribute to its mission of service and leadership.

Modern Community Impact

These organizations sponsor educational programs, health initiatives, and economic development
projects, addressing current needs within Black communities and beyond.



Cultural Influence and Representation

The Divine Nine also plays a significant role in promoting African American heritage and culture
through events, scholarship, and representation in media and popular culture.

Summary of Core Values

e Scholarship and Academic Excellence

e Leadership and Personal Development

e Community Service and Social Responsibility
e Cultural Awareness and Pride

e Advocacy for Civil Rights and Social Justice

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Divine Nine?

The Divine Nine refers to the nine historically Black Greek-letter organizations that make up the
National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC). These organizations are known for their commitment to
scholarship, leadership, and community service.

When was the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) founded?

The National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) was founded in 1930 at Howard University to foster
cooperation among the nine historically Black fraternities and sororities.

Which organizations comprise the Divine Nine?

The Divine Nine consists of Alpha Phi Alpha, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi, Omega Psi Phi,
Delta Sigma Theta, Phi Beta Sigma, Zeta Phi Beta, Sigma Gamma Rho, and lota Phi Theta.

Why are these organizations called the 'Divine Nine'?

They are called the 'Divine Nine' because they represent nine historically Black Greek-letter
organizations that have played a significant role in African American history and culture, promoting
leadership, education, and social justice.

What is the historical significance of Alpha Phi Alpha



fraternity?

Alpha Phi Alpha, founded in 1906 at Cornell University, is the first intercollegiate historically Black
fraternity, known for its leadership in civil rights and producing notable members like Martin Luther
King Jr.

How have the Divine Nine organizations contributed to civil
rights movements?

Members of the Divine Nine have been actively involved in civil rights movements, advocating for
racial equality, social justice, and voter registration, often using their networks and organizational
platforms to mobilize communities.

What role does the National Pan-Hellenic Council play today?

Today, the NPHC coordinates the efforts of the Divine Nine organizations, promoting unity,
scholarship, leadership development, and community service among Black college students and
alumni.

How do the Divine Nine organizations support education and
community service?

The Divine Nine organizations sponsor scholarships, mentoring programs, educational workshops, and
community service initiatives aimed at empowering African American youth and addressing social
issues.

Additional Resources

1. Divine Nine: The History of African American Fraternities and Sororities

This comprehensive book explores the origins and development of the nine historically Black Greek
letter organizations collectively known as the Divine Nine. It covers their founding principles, key
figures, and their impact on African American culture and civil rights movements. The book also
highlights the organizations' ongoing commitment to leadership, scholarship, and community service.

2. The Divine Nine: Celebrating 100 Years of Black Greek Life

Marking a century of Black Greek letter organizations, this book offers a rich historical narrative and
vibrant photographs celebrating the achievements of the Divine Nine. It delves into each fraternity
and sorority's unique traditions, their role in higher education, and their influence on social justice.
Readers gain insight into how these organizations foster brotherhood, sisterhood, and activism.

3. Legacy and Leadership: The Story of the Divine Nine

This title examines the leadership qualities cultivated within the Divine Nine and how members have
shaped American society beyond their collegiate years. It discusses the organizations' foundations
during the early 20th century and their evolution in response to social and political challenges. The
book also profiles notable alumni who have made significant contributions in various fields.

4. Brothers and Sisters in Unity: The Divine Nine Experience
Focused on the personal experiences of members, this book shares stories of brotherhood, sisterhood,



and lifelong bonds formed through the Divine Nine organizations. It highlights the cultural significance
of rituals, step shows, and community initiatives. The narrative emphasizes how these relationships
contribute to personal growth and collective empowerment.

5. From Tuskegee to the Nation: The Divine Nine and Civil Rights

This historical account links the Divine Nine to pivotal moments in the civil rights movement,
illustrating how these organizations were instrumental in advocating for equality and justice. It traces
their activism from early 20th-century struggles to contemporary efforts, showcasing their enduring
commitment to social change. The book also explores the intersection of Greek life and political
engagement.

6. Step, Stride, and Service: The Divine Nine Impact

Highlighting the cultural phenomenon of stepping and strolling, this book discusses how these
expressive traditions originated within the Divine Nine and became symbols of pride and resilience. It
also covers the organizations’ extensive community service programs and educational initiatives
aimed at uplifting underserved populations. The book underscores the Divine Nine's role in shaping
Black identity and leadership.

7. Foundations of Excellence: The Divine Nine's Educational Mission

This book focuses on the academic achievements and scholarship programs promoted by the Divine
Nine to support Black students' success in higher education. It details the establishment of
mentorship networks, leadership institutes, and financial aid opportunities. The narrative celebrates
the commitment to intellectual growth and empowerment within these organizations.

8. Cultural Pillars: The Divine Nine and African American Heritage

Exploring the Divine Nine’'s influence on African American culture, this title examines their
contributions to music, fashion, language, and social norms. It discusses how the organizations have
preserved cultural traditions while fostering innovation and creativity. The book also highlights
collaborations between the Divine Nine and other cultural institutions.

9. Brothers in the Struggle: The Alpha Phi Alpha Story and Beyond

While focusing on Alpha Phi Alpha, the first Black Greek letter fraternity, this book contextualizes its
history within the broader scope of the Divine Nine. It narrates the fraternity’'s founding at Cornell
University and its leadership in civil rights, education, and social justice. The book also reflects on how
Alpha Phi Alpha paved the way for the establishment of sister organizations and other fraternities
within the Divine Nine.
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