
the election of 1860 answer key
the election of 1860 answer key provides a detailed exploration of one of the most
pivotal moments in American political history. This article delves into the candidates,
political parties, and key issues that shaped the election, highlighting its profound impact
on the United States. The election of 1860 was marked by intense sectional divisions,
primarily centered on slavery and states’ rights, which ultimately led to the outbreak of the
Civil War. Understanding the election results, electoral strategies, and the aftermath is
crucial for comprehending how this event influenced the nation’s trajectory. This
comprehensive guide also includes an analysis of voting patterns, the role of third parties,
and the significance of Abraham Lincoln’s victory. The following sections will provide a
thorough answer key to the election of 1860, offering clarity on the complexities and
consequences of this historic contest.

Background and Political Context

Main Candidates and Political Parties

Key Issues in the Election of 1860

Election Results and Voting Patterns

Impact and Consequences of the Election

Background and Political Context
The election of 1860 took place amid a nation deeply divided over the issue of slavery and
its expansion into new territories. The United States was experiencing significant economic,
social, and political tensions between the Northern and Southern states. The Missouri
Compromise and the Compromise of 1850 had temporarily eased sectional disputes, but
the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 reignited fierce debates by allowing territories to decide
the legality of slavery through popular sovereignty. These developments intensified the
breakdown of national political parties and led to the emergence of new factions. The
Democratic Party split along regional lines, while the newly formed Republican Party gained
traction in the North with an anti-slavery platform. This fractured political landscape set the
stage for the highly contentious 1860 presidential election.

Sectional Divisions in the United States
The sectionalism that defined the election of 1860 answer key revolved largely around
economic interests and the institution of slavery. Northern states, with their industrial
economies, generally opposed the expansion of slavery, while Southern states relied
heavily on agriculture and slave labor. These differences created irreconcilable political
divisions that influenced voter behavior and party alignments. The growing abolitionist



movement in the North further alienated Southern voters, who feared the loss of their
economic and social structures. This polarization was a critical factor in the election’s
outcome and the subsequent secession of Southern states.

The Breakdown of National Parties
By 1860, the longstanding two-party system of Democrats and Whigs had largely dissolved.
The Whig Party collapsed under the strain of sectional disputes, and the Democratic Party
fractured into Northern and Southern factions. The Democratic split resulted in two
separate candidates for president, diluting the party’s vote. Meanwhile, the Republican
Party emerged as a powerful new force, opposing the spread of slavery and appealing to
Northern voters. The fragmentation of political parties contributed to a highly competitive
and complex election, reflected in the diverse slate of candidates.

Main Candidates and Political Parties
The election of 1860 answer key includes an examination of the four main candidates who
represented sharply different visions for the United States. Each candidate’s platform and
regional support reflected the divided state of the nation.

Abraham Lincoln – Republican Party
Abraham Lincoln, the Republican candidate, campaigned on a platform opposing the
expansion of slavery into the western territories. Although not an abolitionist who called for
immediate emancipation, Lincoln sought to prevent slavery’s spread, believing it
threatened the nation’s unity and moral integrity. His moderate stance and strong support
in the Northern states made him a formidable contender. Lincoln’s ability to unite diverse
factions within the Republican Party contributed significantly to his electoral success.

Stephen A. Douglas – Northern Democratic Party
Stephen A. Douglas, representing the Northern Democrats, advocated for popular
sovereignty, allowing territories to decide on slavery themselves. Douglas’s stance aimed
to preserve the Union by appealing to moderate voters in both the North and border states.
However, his position alienated Southern Democrats who viewed popular sovereignty as
insufficient to protect slavery. Despite his national recognition and previous political
experience, Douglas struggled to gain widespread support beyond his Northern base.

John C. Breckinridge – Southern Democratic Party
John C. Breckinridge was the candidate for the Southern Democrats, representing the pro-
slavery faction of the party. He called for the federal protection of slavery in all territories,
reflecting the Southern states’ desire to maintain and expand the institution. Breckinridge’s
campaign drew strong support from the Deep South but failed to appeal to voters outside



this region, limiting his chances of winning the presidency.

John Bell – Constitutional Union Party
John Bell ran under the Constitutional Union Party, a group seeking to avoid secession and
civil war by emphasizing the preservation of the Union and the Constitution without taking
a strong stance on slavery. Bell’s platform appealed primarily to border states and
moderate voters who feared sectional conflict. Although he did not win any electoral votes,
Bell’s candidacy demonstrated the deep divisions and uncertainty gripping the nation.

Key Issues in the Election of 1860
The election of 1860 answer key must address the critical issues that dominated the
campaign and influenced voters’ decisions. The following topics were central to the political
discourse during the election cycle.

Slavery and Its Expansion
The question of slavery’s future in the United States was the defining issue of the 1860
election. Northern voters largely opposed the extension of slavery into new states and
territories, while Southern voters sought to protect and expand the institution. This
fundamental disagreement created irreparable sectional divides that shaped party
platforms and voter allegiances. The election was essentially a referendum on how the
nation would handle the contentious issue of slavery.

States’ Rights and Federal Authority
The balance of power between state governments and the federal government was another
critical concern. Southern states championed states’ rights, especially the right to maintain
slavery without federal interference. Conversely, many Northern politicians supported
stronger federal authority to regulate or restrict slavery’s expansion. This tension
heightened fears of federal overreach and contributed to the secessionist movement
following the election.

Preservation of the Union
While slavery was the central issue, the election also revolved around the broader question
of whether the United States could remain united. Some candidates, like John Bell,
emphasized the importance of preserving the Union above all else. Others, particularly in
the South, viewed Lincoln’s election as a threat to their way of life, prompting calls for
secession. The election of 1860 was not only a political contest but also a test of the
nation’s cohesion.



Election Results and Voting Patterns
The election of 1860 answer key includes a detailed analysis of the electoral outcome,
which showcased the sectional nature of American politics at the time.

Electoral Vote Distribution
Abraham Lincoln won the presidency by securing a majority of the electoral votes, despite
not appearing on the ballot in many Southern states. His victory was largely due to
overwhelming support in the Northern and Western states where the Republican Party had
strong influence. The split between Northern and Southern Democrats allowed Lincoln to
win with less than 40% of the popular vote, illustrating the divided electorate.

Popular Vote Breakdown
The popular vote in the election of 1860 was fragmented among the four candidates,
reflecting the fractured political landscape. Lincoln received approximately 40%, Douglas
about 30%, Breckinridge around 18%, and Bell about 12%. This distribution underscored
the regional loyalties and the inability of any single candidate to achieve national
consensus.

Regional Voting Patterns
Voting was sharply divided along geographic lines:

North: Predominantly supported Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party.

South: Strongly backed John C. Breckinridge and the Southern Democrats.

Border States: Varied support, with John Bell’s Constitutional Union Party gaining
significant votes.

Midwest: Mixed support between Lincoln and Douglas, reflecting diverse political
views.

Impact and Consequences of the Election
The election of 1860 answer key concludes with an examination of the profound
consequences that followed the electoral outcome. Lincoln’s victory, while legally valid and
constitutionally sound, was unacceptable to many in the South.



Secession of Southern States
Following Lincoln’s election, seven Southern states seceded from the Union within months,
forming the Confederate States of America. The election was perceived as a direct threat to
the institution of slavery and Southern political power. This secession triggered the chain of
events leading to the American Civil War, fundamentally transforming the nation’s political
and social landscape.

Outbreak of the Civil War
The election of 1860 was the catalyst for the Civil War, as the divisions exposed by the
campaign escalated into armed conflict. The war would last four years, resulting in
profound changes to the United States, including the abolition of slavery and the
redefinition of federal and state relations.

Long-Term Political Realignment
The election marked the beginning of a political realignment that shaped American politics
for decades. The Republican Party emerged as the dominant political force in the North,
while the Democratic Party struggled to regain national cohesion. The sectional divisions
that influenced the 1860 election continued to affect political dynamics well into the
Reconstruction era and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the main candidates in the election of 1860?
The main candidates were Abraham Lincoln (Republican), Stephen A. Douglas (Northern
Democrat), John C. Breckinridge (Southern Democrat), and John Bell (Constitutional Union).

What was the significance of the election of 1860?
The election of 1860 was significant because it led to the secession of Southern states and
eventually to the American Civil War.

Which candidate won the election of 1860?
Abraham Lincoln won the election of 1860.

Why was the Democratic Party split during the election
of 1860?
The Democratic Party split over disagreements about slavery, with Northern Democrats
supporting Stephen A. Douglas and Southern Democrats supporting John C. Breckinridge.



How did Abraham Lincoln's election impact the
Southern states?
Lincoln's election prompted Southern states to secede from the Union because they feared
his policies would threaten the institution of slavery.

What was the platform of the Republican Party in the
1860 election?
The Republican Party platform opposed the expansion of slavery into the western territories
and supported economic modernization.

Did Abraham Lincoln win any Southern states in the
election of 1860?
No, Abraham Lincoln did not win any Southern states; his support was primarily in the
Northern states.

How did the election of 1860 demonstrate sectional
divisions in the United States?
The election results showed deep sectional divisions, with Lincoln winning the North,
Breckinridge the Deep South, Douglas the border states, and Bell the Upper South.

What role did the election of 1860 play in the start of
the Civil War?
The election of 1860 was the catalyst for the Civil War, as Southern states viewed Lincoln's
victory as a threat and began seceding from the Union shortly after.

Additional Resources
1. The Election of 1860: Lincoln and the Coming of the Civil War
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the pivotal 1860 presidential election that
led to the secession of Southern states and the onset of the Civil War. It explores the
political climate, key figures, and the divisive issues surrounding slavery and states’ rights.
Readers gain insight into how Abraham Lincoln’s victory reshaped the nation’s future.

2. Lincoln and the Election of 1860: A Nation Divided
Focusing on Abraham Lincoln’s campaign, this title examines the strategies and challenges
faced during the 1860 election. It highlights how Lincoln’s stance on slavery and union
preservation influenced voter sentiment across the North and South. The book also
discusses the fractured political parties and regional tensions of the era.

3. The Road to Secession: The Election of 1860 and the Birth of the Confederacy
This book delves into the aftermath of the 1860 election, detailing how Lincoln’s win



prompted Southern states to secede from the Union. It explains the political, social, and
economic factors that led to the birth of the Confederacy. The narrative connects election
outcomes to the broader causes of the Civil War.

4. Four Candidates, One Nation: The 1860 Presidential Race
Offering a detailed look at all four major candidates—Abraham Lincoln, Stephen Douglas,
John Breckinridge, and John Bell—this book explores their platforms and regional support
bases. It provides a balanced perspective on the complexities of the election and the
fragmented state of American politics in 1860.

5. Votes and Voices: The 1860 Election and the Struggle for America’s Future
This title investigates the role of voters, political parties, and the media during the 1860
election. It sheds light on how public opinion and campaigning shaped the election’s
outcome. The book also addresses the impact of sectionalism and the growing divide
between North and South.

6. Prelude to War: The Political Crisis of 1860
Examining the political tensions leading up to the 1860 election, this book contextualizes
the growing conflicts over slavery and federal authority. It traces the escalation of sectional
disputes and how the election served as a catalyst for national crisis. Readers gain an
understanding of the fragile state of the Union before the Civil War.

7. The Election of 1860: An Interactive Answer Key for Students
Designed as an educational resource, this book provides detailed answers and explanations
for questions related to the 1860 election. It serves as a guide for students to better
understand the historical significance and key events of the election. The interactive format
encourages critical thinking and analysis.

8. Lincoln’s Triumph: The 1860 Election and Its Legacy
This book highlights the significance of Lincoln’s victory and the lasting impact on American
history. It discusses how the election results influenced the trajectory toward civil war and
the abolition of slavery. The narrative emphasizes Lincoln’s leadership and the challenges
faced during his ascent to the presidency.

9. Divided Nation: The 1860 Election and the Road to Civil War
Focusing on the deep divisions within the country, this book explores how the 1860 election
exposed and intensified sectional conflicts. It analyzes the political, social, and economic
factors that made the election a turning point in U.S. history. The work provides a detailed
examination of how democracy struggled amid growing discord.
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