
the end of the boy in the striped pajamas
The end of the boy in the striped pajamas is a significant and poignant moment that
encapsulates the themes of innocence, loss, and the harsh realities of war. John Boyne's novel, set
during World War II, tells the story of a young boy named Bruno who befriends a Jewish child named
Shmuel, who is imprisoned in a concentration camp. The ending of this novel leaves a profound
impact on readers, forcing them to confront the consequences of prejudice and the tragic outcomes
of human conflict.

Overview of the Novel

Before delving into the ending, it is essential to understand the context and characters that lead to
this heartbreaking conclusion.

Setting and Themes

The story is set in Berlin and later transitions to a house near Auschwitz, where Bruno's father, a
Nazi commandant, is stationed. The stark contrast between Bruno's innocent worldview and the
harsh realities of the Holocaust serves as a critical backdrop for the narrative. The primary themes
explored in the novel include:

- Innocence and Friendship: Bruno and Shmuel's friendship represents a pure bond that transcends
the walls of prejudice and hatred.
- Isolation and Loneliness: Bruno's move to a desolate house and Shmuel's confinement highlight the
emotional isolation experienced by both characters.
- The Impact of War: The novel illustrates how war affects individuals, particularly children, who are
often caught in its crossfire.

Character Development

Bruno and Shmuel are central to the narrative, each representing different facets of childhood
innocence and the brutal realities of their world.

Bruno

Bruno is an eight-year-old boy, characterized by his curiosity and naivety. His limited understanding
of the world around him, particularly regarding the war and the concentration camp, adds depth to
his character. Throughout the story, Bruno embodies the innocence of childhood, often questioning
the prejudices that adults accept without thought.



Shmuel

Shmuel, in contrast, is a boy of the same age but lives in a vastly different reality. As a Jewish
prisoner, he faces the horrors of the Holocaust daily. Despite his circumstances, Shmuel remains
hopeful and kind, showcasing resilience in the face of unimaginable suffering.

The Climactic Ending

The ending of "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" is both shocking and heartrending, presenting a
culmination of the themes woven throughout the narrative.

The Fateful Decision

As the story progresses, Bruno's desire to understand Shmuel's world leads him to make a fateful
decision. After learning that Shmuel's father is missing, Bruno decides to help his friend search for
him. This decision ultimately leads to the climax of the story.

1. Bruno's Disguise: To join Shmuel on the other side of the fence, Bruno dons a pair of striped
pajamas, symbolizing his desire to connect with his friend and step into Shmuel's world.
2. Crawling Under the Fence: The act of crawling under the fence signifies Bruno's innocence and
his quest for understanding, as he naively overlooks the dangers of entering a concentration camp.

The Tragic Conclusion

Once inside the camp, Bruno and Shmuel are caught up in a horrific event that leads to their deaths.
The narrative builds tension as readers realize the gravity of the situation:

- The Roundup: Bruno and Shmuel find themselves in a group of prisoners rounded up for
extermination. The chilling nature of this scene highlights the brutal re

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the ending in 'The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas'?
The ending highlights the tragic consequences of innocence in the face of brutal realities,
underscoring the impact of war and prejudice.

How does Bruno's perspective impact the narrative at the end



of the story?
Bruno's innocent perspective emphasizes the absurdity of the adult world and the tragic
misunderstanding between him and Shmuel.

What message does the author convey through the fate of the
characters at the end?
The author conveys the message that hatred and discrimination lead to devastating outcomes,
affecting even the most innocent.

How does the setting contribute to the ending of the story?
The setting, a Nazi concentration camp, serves as a stark backdrop that contrasts Bruno's innocence
with the harsh realities of the Holocaust.

What role does friendship play in the ending of 'The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas'?
Friendship between Bruno and Shmuel illustrates the power of human connection, which tragically
becomes a catalyst for their fate.

What themes are highlighted in the final moments of the
story?
Themes of innocence, friendship, and the horrors of war are poignantly highlighted in the final
moments, leaving a lasting impact.

How does the author use irony in the ending?
The author employs irony by contrasting Bruno's innocent intentions with the horrific reality of the
camp, culminating in a tragic misunderstanding.

What does the ending suggest about the nature of humanity?
The ending suggests that humanity can be both innocent and cruel, often resulting in tragic
consequences when these aspects collide.

How do readers typically react to the ending of 'The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas'?
Readers often react with shock and sorrow, feeling a profound sense of loss for the innocence
destroyed by the circumstances surrounding the characters.
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