the enormous crocodile by roald dahl

The Enormous Crocodile is a delightful children's book written by the renowned author Roald Dahl,
celebrated for his ability to weave whimsical stories filled with dark humor, imaginative characters, and
moral lessons. First published in 1978, the story of The Enormous Crocodile has charmed readers of all ages
with its playful narrative, vibrant illustrations, and underlying message about the importance of kindness
and the consequences of selfishness. Set in the lush jungles of Africa, the tale follows the adventures of a
cunning and gluttonous crocodile whose insatiable appetite leads him on a quest to devour unsuspecting

children.
Overview of the Story
Plot Summary

The story revolves around the titular character, the Enormous Crocodile, who is not your average
crocodile; he possesses a gigantic size and a greedy disposition. He is determined to eat children, believing
they are the most delicious food imaginable. The crocodile concocts various schemes to lure children into his
trap, showcasing his cleverness and deceitful nature. However, his plans are continuously thwarted by a

cast of other jungle animals, each with their own unique traits and perspectives.
Key Characters

- The Enormous Crocodile: The protagonist, a large and cunning crocodile who is driven by his desire to
eat children.

- The Roly-Poly Bird: A clever and wise bird who tries to foil the crocodile's plans and protect the
children.

- The Humpy-Rumpy: A friendly hippopotamus who aids in stopping the crocodile.

- The Tortoise: A wise character who provides insight and helps the other animals.
Themes
The Enormous Crocodile is rich in themes that resonate with children and adults alike:

1. Greed and Consequences: The crocodile's insatiable hunger serves as a metaphor for greed, illustrating
how selfish desires can lead to one's downfall.

2. Cunning vs. Wisdom: The crocodile's clever schemes are constantly outsmarted by the other animals
who use their wisdom and teamwork to prevent him from succeeding.

3. Protection of Innocence: The story emphasizes the importance of safeguarding children from harm, as the

jungle animals unite to protect the vulnerable.

Literary Techniques



Language and Style

Dahl's writing style in The Enormous Crocodile is characterized by its playful and engaging language. He
employs rhymes and rhythmic patterns that make the story enjoyable to read aloud. The vivid descriptions
of the characters and setting transport readers to the heart of the jungle, where the adventures unfold.
Dahl's use of humor and exaggeration adds an entertaining element, keeping readers captivated throughout

the narrative.

[1lustrations

The illustrations in The Enormous Crocodile, created by Quentin Blake, complement Dahl's text
beautifully. Blake's distinctive style, characterized by energetic lines and whimsical characters, enhances
the story's playful tone. The images of the crocodile and other jungle animals vividly depict their

personalities, adding depth to the narrative and capturing the imagination of young readers.

Moral Lessons

One of the most significant aspects of The Enormous Crocodile is its underlying moral lessons. Through the
crocodile's relentless pursuit of his desires, Dahl teaches children about the dangers of greed and the
importance of compassion. The story ultimately conveys that selfishness and cruelty can lead to dire

consequences, while teamwork and kindness can triumph over malevolence.

Key Takeaways

- The Importance of Kindness: The actions of the jungle animals highlight the value of caring for others
and protecting the innocent.

- Consequences of Selfishness: The crocodile's fate serves as a reminder that selfish behavior can lead to
unforeseen repercussions.

- Cleverness and Teamwork: The collaboration among the jungle animals demonstrates that working

together can help overcome challenges.

Reception and Impact

Critical Acclaim

Since its publication, The Enormous Crocodile has received widespread acclaim from both critics and
readers. Roald Dahl's unique storytelling style, combined with Quentin Blake's captivating illustrations, has
made the book a beloved classic in children's literature. It has been praised for its ability to engage young
readers while imparting valuable life lessons.

Cultural Significance

The Enormous Crocodile has transcended its status as a mere children's book, becoming a cultural



touchstone in discussions about children's literature. It is frequently included in school curricula and library
collections, where it is recognized for its contributions to early literacy and moral education. Its themes of
greed, teamwork, and protection resonate with readers of all ages, making it a timeless story that continues

to be relevant.
Conclusion

In conclusion, The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl is more than just a whimsical tale about a greedy
crocodile; it is a rich narrative filled with humor, vibrant illustrations, and profound moral lessons. Through
the adventures of the cunning crocodile and the wise jungle animals, Dahl invites readers to reflect on
their values and the consequences of their actions. The book's engaging style and memorable characters
ensure that it remains a cherished favorite for generations of readers, teaching them the importance of
kindness, teamwork, and the dangers of greed. Whether read aloud in classrooms or enjoyed
independently by children, The Enormous Crocodile continues to capture the hearts and imaginations of

readers, solidifying its place in the pantheon of classic children's literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Enormous Crocodile'?

The main theme of 'The Enormous Crocodile' is the conflict between good and evil, showcasing the

consequences of greed and the importance of friendship and cleverness in overcoming danger.

Who are the primary characters in "The Enormous Crocodile'?

The primary characters include the Enormous Crocodile, who is the antagonist, and various other animals
such as the clever Monkey, the wise Elephant, and the other creatures that help thwart the crocodile's

plans.

What literary techniques does Roald Dahl use in 'The Enormous
Crocodile'?

Roald Dahl uses vivid imagery, playful language, and engaging rhymes to create an entertaining narrative,

along with humor and exaggerated character traits to appeal to children.

How does the Enormous Crocodile plan to catch his prey?

The Enormous Crocodile uses deceptive tactics, such as disguising himself and pretending to be innocent, in

order to trick other animals and children into coming close to him.



‘What role do the other animals play in the story?

The other animals play a crucial role in the story by banding together to outsmart the Enormous Crocodile

and protect the children from becoming his meal.

‘What message does "The Enormous Crocodile’' convey about danger?

The story conveys that danger can often be hidden behind a facade, and that it is important to be aware and

cautious of those who may not have good intentions.

How does the story of "The Enormous Crocodile' end?

The story ends with the Enormous Crocodile being outsmarted by the other animals, leading to his

downfall, which emphasizes the triumph of good over evil.

Why is "The Enormous Crocodile’' considered a children's classic?

It is considered a children's classic due to its exciting plot, memorable characters, moral lessons, and Roald

Dahl's unique storytelling style that captivates young readers.

‘What age group is 'The Enormous Crocodile' aimed at?

The book is primarily aimed at children aged 5 to 8, making it suitable for early readers and those who

enjoy illustrated stories.
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