the fontainebleau miami history

The Fontainebleau Miami history is a captivating tale that intertwines
luxury, architectural innovation, and the glitz of Hollywood. Situated on the
pristine shores of Miami Beach, the Fontainebleau has served as a prominent
landmark for over six decades, symbolizing the glamorous lifestyle of South
Florida. From its inception in the 1950s to its present-day status as a
world-class resort, the Fontainebleau has undergone numerous transformations,
all while maintaining its reputation as an iconic destination.

Origins and Construction: The Birth of a Legend

The Fontainebleau Miami was conceived in the early 1950s by the visionary
hotelier Morris Lapidus, who became known for his bold and innovative
architectural style. The construction began in 1951, and the hotel officially
opened its doors on December 21, 1954. The Fontainebleau was one of the first
hotels designed to cater to the affluent clientele seeking Lluxury
accommodations in Miami Beach.

Architectural Features

Morris Lapidus's design for the Fontainebleau was groundbreaking and set a
new standard for resort architecture. Some of the notable architectural
features included:

- Curvilinear Design: The hotel's distinctive curved facade was a departure
from the traditional boxy shapes of contemporary hotels.

- Grand Entrance: A majestic lobby featuring sweeping staircases, marble
floors, and soaring ceilings greeted guests upon arrival.

- Pool and Outdoor Spaces: An expansive pool area with cabanas and lush
landscaping created a tropical oasis for guests.

- Ocean Views: The hotel was strategically designed to maximize views of the
Atlantic Ocean from nearly every room.

Initial Success

Upon its opening, the Fontainebleau quickly became a hotspot for the elite
and celebrated personalities, including Frank Sinatra, Judy Garland, and the
Rat Pack. The hotel’s luxurious amenities and lavish parties drew in a
glamorous crowd, solidifying its status as a premier destination in Miami
Beach.



The Golden Era of the Fontainebleau

The 1960s and 1970s marked the golden era of the Fontainebleau Miami. The
hotel became synonymous with glamour and opulence, often serving as a
backdrop for film and television productions.

Hollywood Connections

The Fontainebleau's allure attracted numerous filmmakers and television
producers, leading to its appearance in various productions, including:

1. Goldfinger (1964): The iconic James Bond film featured scenes shot at the
Fontainebleau, further enhancing its reputation in popular culture.

2. The Bellboy (1960): Jerry Lewis's film showcased the hotel's luxurious
amenities and vibrant atmosphere.

3. Miami Vice (1980s): The popular television series frequently used the
Fontainebleau as a filming location, reinforcing its status as a Miami
landmark.

Celebrity Hotspot

The Fontainebleau also became a favorite retreat for celebrities and high-
profile figures. Frequent guests included:

- Elizabeth Taylor
- Marilyn Monroe
- President John F. Kennedy

These connections helped the Fontainebleau maintain its status as a cultural

icon, drawing in visitors eager to experience the same luxury enjoyed by the
stars.

Decline and Restoration

As the 1980s approached, the Fontainebleau faced challenges that led to a
decline in its once-glorious status. Factors such as economic downturns,
changes in travel trends, and increased competition from newer hotels
contributed to a decrease in visitors.

Closure and Renovation

In 1992, the Fontainebleau closed its doors for several years, undergoing



extensive renovations to modernize the facilities. The restoration was a
massive undertaking that aimed to preserve the hotel's historic charm while
updating its amenities for contemporary guests. The renovation included:

- Upgrading guest rooms and suites
- Expanding pool areas and outdoor spaces
- Enhancing dining options and nightlife experiences

The Fontainebleau reopened in 2008, boasting a fresh, modern look while
retaining elements of its original design.

Modern Era and Continued Legacy

Since its reopening, the Fontainebleau Miami has embraced the modern era
while honoring its storied past. The hotel has continued to attract a diverse
clientele, from vacationing families to high-profile events and celebrity
gatherings.

Luxurious Accommodations

The Fontainebleau offers a range of accommodations designed to cater to the
preferences of its guests. Options include:

- Deluxe Rooms: Elegantly appointed with contemporary furnishings and ocean
views.

- Suites: Spacious living areas and upgraded amenities for a luxurious stay.
- Penthouse Suites: Opulent accommodations with expansive terraces and
breathtaking views.

Dining and Entertainment

The Fontainebleau is home to several acclaimed restaurants and bars, each
offering unique dining experiences. Notable venues include:

- Hakkasan: A Michelin-starred Chinese restaurant known for its modern
Cantonese cuisine.

- Scarpetta: An Italian eatery famous for its handmade pasta and stunning
ocean views.

- Liv Nightclub: A high-energy nightlife destination featuring world-class
DJs and entertainment.



Events and Conferences

The Fontainebleau Miami also caters to corporate events, weddings, and
special occasions. With over 150,000 square feet of event space, the hotel
can accommodate a wide range of gatherings, from intimate meetings to large-
scale conferences.

Commitment to Sustainability

In recent years, the Fontainebleau has taken steps to promote sustainability
and environmental stewardship. Initiatives include:

- Implementing energy-efficient technologies
- Reducing water usage through conservation practices
- Sourcing local and sustainable food products for its restaurants

Conclusion: A Timeless Icon

The Fontainebleau Miami's history is a testament to its resilience and
adaptability. From its glamorous beginnings in the 1950s to its modern-day
status as a luxury resort, the Fontainebleau has remained an enduring symbol
of elegance and sophistication in South Florida. As it continues to evolve,
the hotel honors its rich heritage while embracing the future, ensuring that
it remains a timeless icon for generations to come. Whether for a lavish
getaway, a memorable dining experience, or a vibrant nightlife scene, the
Fontainebleau Miami is a must-visit destination that encapsulates the essence
of Miami Beach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the Fontainebleau Miami officially
opened?

The Fontainebleau Miami officially opened in 1954,

Who was the original architect of the Fontainebleau
Miami?

The original architect of the Fontainebleau Miami was Morris Lapidus.



What architectural style is the Fontainebleau Miami
known for?

The Fontainebleau Miami is known for its Mid-century Modern architectural
style.

Which famous musical artist performed at the
Fontainebleau in the 1960s?

Frank Sinatra performed at the Fontainebleau Miami in the 1960s.

How has the Fontainebleau Miami contributed to pop
culture?

The Fontainebleau Miami has been featured in numerous films, television
shows, and music videos, enhancing its status in pop culture.

What major renovations did the Fontainebleau undergo
in the 2000s?

The Fontainebleau underwent extensive renovations in 2008, which included the
addition of new towers and modern facilities.

What notable event took place at the Fontainebleau
Miami in 2010?

In 2010, the Fontainebleau Miami hosted the annual 'The Fontainebleau Miami
Beach' gala, which attracted numerous celebrities.

Why is the Fontainebleau Miami considered an iconic
hotel?

The Fontainebleau Miami is considered iconic due to its luxurious amenities,
historical significance, and its role in the development of Miami Beach as a
resort destination.

What features make the Fontainebleau Miami a popular
destination?

The Fontainebleau Miami is popular for its stunning ocean views, multiple
restaurants, a large pool area, and its vibrant nightlife.

Which film featured the Fontainebleau Miami



prominently in its storyline?

The Fontainebleau Miami was prominently featured in the film 'Scarface'’
released in 1983.
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