the forgotten by david baldacci

The Forgotten is a compelling thriller novel written by David Baldacci, part
of the popular Amos Decker series. Since its release, the book has garnered
significant attention for its intricate plot, well-developed characters, and
Baldacci's signature storytelling style. In this article, we will explore the
themes, characters, and writing techniques used in "The Forgotten," as well
as its reception among readers and critics alike.

Overview of "The Forgotten"

"The Forgotten" was published in 2017 and is the third installment in the
Amos Decker series. The story follows Decker, a former football player turned
detective with a unique ability to remember everything he sees or hears. This
gift, while often a boon in solving crimes, also burdens him with the
inability to forget traumatic experiences.

Set against the backdrop of a small town in Pennsylvania, the plot kicks off
when Decker returns to the town of Burlington, where he had previously solved
a case. He finds himself embroiled in a new mystery that involves the murder
of a young woman. As he investigates, he uncovers a web of secrets and lies
that threaten not only his life but also the lives of those he cares about.

Main Characters

The novel features a rich cast of characters that adds depth to the
storyline. Here are some of the key figures in "The Forgotten":

Amos Decker

Amos Decker is the protagonist of the series. His extraordinary memory,
referred to as "perfect recall," allows him to piece together clues that
others might overlook. However, this ability also leaves him emotionally
scarred, as he vividly remembers past traumas.

Win Lockwood

Win Lockwood is Decker's best friend and former partner. He is a savvy
investigator with a keen sense of intuition. Win often provides the emotional
support Decker needs, balancing the two characters' dynamics.



Detective Mary Lancaster

Detective Lancaster is a local officer who assists Decker in his
investigation. She is skeptical of his unconventional methods but ultimately
becomes an ally. Her character represents a voice of reason in the often
chaotic world of crime-solving.

Other Supporting Characters

The novel features several other characters, including family members of the
victim, local law enforcement officers, and townspeople—all of whom
contribute to the unfolding mystery. Each character is intricately woven into
the plot, providing multiple perspectives on the events that transpire.

Thematic Elements

"The Forgotten" delves into various themes that resonate throughout the
narrative. Here are some of the most prominent themes explored in the novel:

Memory and Trauma

A central theme of the book is the concept of memory, particularly how it
shapes identity and influences behavior. Decker's perfect recall is both a
gift and a curse, as it forces him to confront painful memories. The novel
highlights how trauma can affect individuals differently, and how some choose
to confront their past while others prefer to bury it.

Justice and Morality

The theme of justice is prevalent in Decker's quest to solve the murder. As
he untangles the web of lies, he grapples with questions of morality and the
lengths to which individuals will go to seek justice or protect their loved
ones. The novel raises ethical dilemmas about right and wrong, pushing
readers to reflect on their own beliefs.

The Complexity of Relationships

The dynamics between characters play a significant role in the story.
Decker's relationships with Win, Detective Lancaster, and the victim's family
illustrate the complexities of human connections. The novel explores themes
of trust, loyalty, and betrayal, revealing how relationships can be both a
source of strength and vulnerability.



Writing Style and Techniques

David Baldacci is known for his engaging writing style, and "The Forgotten"
exemplifies his ability to weave intricate plots with rich characterization.
Here are some key techniques he employs in the novel:

Descriptive Language

Baldacci uses vivid descriptions to create a strong sense of place and
atmosphere. The small-town setting of Burlington is brought to life through
detailed depictions of its people and surroundings, immersing readers in the
story.

Suspense and Pacing

The pacing of "The Forgotten" is expertly crafted, with tension building
throughout the narrative. Baldacci uses cliffhangers and plot twists to keep
readers on the edge of their seats. This suspenseful pacing encourages
readers to keep turning the pages, eager to uncover the truth.

Multiple Perspectives

The author employs multiple perspectives to provide a well-rounded view of
the events unfolding in the story. By delving into the thoughts and
motivations of various characters, Baldacci creates a nuanced narrative that
keeps readers guessing.

Reception and Impact

"The Forgotten" has received positive reviews from both readers and critics.
It has been praised for its intricate plotting, well-drawn characters, and
thought-provoking themes. Readers have particularly appreciated the depth of
Decker's character and the moral dilemmas he faces throughout the
investigation.

Critical Acclaim

Many literary critics have lauded Baldacci's ability to craft a gripping
thriller that also explores deeper themes. The book has been featured on
bestseller lists and has contributed to Baldacci's reputation as a master of
the thriller genre.



Reader Reviews

Reader reviews often highlight the emotional weight of the story, with many
expressing a connection to Decker's struggles with memory and trauma. The
book's fast-paced narrative and unexpected twists have also been noted as
significant factors that contribute to its appeal.

Conclusion

In summary, The Forgotten by David Baldacci is a masterfully crafted thriller
that combines suspense, emotional depth, and thought-provoking themes.
Through the character of Amos Decker, Baldacci explores the complexities of
memory, justice, and human relationships. The novel's engaging writing style
and intricate plot have solidified its place as a standout entry in the Amos
Decker series. Whether you are a longtime fan of Baldacci or a newcomer to
his work, "The Forgotten" offers a thrilling reading experience that is not
to be missed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Forgotten' by David
Baldacci?

The Forgotten follows the story of John Puller, a military investigator, who
travels to his hometown to investigate the murder of his aunt. As he delves
deeper, he uncovers a web of crime and corruption that puts him in danger.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Forgotten'?

The protagonist is John Puller, a tough and resourceful military investigator
known for his ability to solve complex cases.

What themes are explored in 'The Forgotten'?

Themes in 'The Forgotten' include family loyalty, the impact of war, justice
versus corruption, and the struggle between personal demons and professional
duty.

How does 'The Forgotten' connect to Baldacci's other
works?

'The Forgotten' is part of the John Puller series, connecting to Baldacci's
broader universe through recurring characters and themes of justice and
investigation.



What are some critical reception highlights for 'The
Forgotten'?

Critics have praised 'The Forgotten' for its fast-paced narrative, intricate
plot twists, and well-developed characters, making it a thrilling read for
fans of the genre.

Is 'The Forgotten' a standalone novel or part of a
series?

'The Forgotten' is the second book in the John Puller series, following 'Zero
Day,' but it can also be read as a standalone novel.

What makes 'The Forgotten' a compelling read?

The novel is compelling due to its blend of suspense, action, and emotional
depth, as well as Baldacci's skillful storytelling and character development.
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