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The Ghost Backstage is a captivating middle-grade novel by Dori Hillestad Butler, a well-known author
recognized for her engaging stories that often blend elements of mystery, adventure, and supernatural
themes. Targeted primarily at children aged 8 to 12, this book invites readers into the world of theater
while exploring themes of friendship, courage, and the unknown. With its mix of humor and suspense,
"The Ghost Backstage" stands out as a delightful read that sparks the imagination and provokes

thought about the connections between the living and the spirit world.

Overview of the Plot

In "The Ghost Backstage," readers meet the protagonist, a young girl named Kelsey. Kelsey is excited
to be part of her school’s theater production, but she quickly discovers that there’s something unusual
about the stage where they are rehearsing. The story unfolds in a small-town community where the
local theater is said to be haunted by a ghost. As Kelsey and her friends delve deeper into the

mystery, they face various challenges that test their bravery and friendship.

Main Characters

1. Kelsey - The main character who is enthusiastic about acting and determined to uncover the truth
behind the ghost.

2. The Ghost - A mysterious spirit that haunts the theater, whose backstory unfolds as the plot
progresses.

3. Kelsey’s Friends - A group of supportive characters who join Kelsey on her quest, each contributing

their unique strengths and perspectives.



Thematic Elements

Butler expertly weaves several themes throughout the narrative, making the story not only entertaining

but also thought-provoking. Some of the primary themes include:

Friendship and Collaboration

- Teamwork: The characters learn to work together, overcoming their fears and insecurities to achieve
a common goal.
- Support: Kelsey’s friends provide emotional and practical support, showcasing the importance of

having a strong support system.

Fear and Courage

- Facing Fears: The characters confront their fears, both of the ghost and of performing in front of an
audience, demonstrating personal growth.

- Courage to Explore: The story encourages readers to face the unknown with bravery and curiosity.

The Supernatural

- Ghostly Encounters: The presence of the ghost adds a layer of intrigue, prompting questions about
life after death and the stories that linger beyond our understanding.
- Mystery Solving: The narrative revolves around uncovering the ghost's past, emphasizing the

importance of understanding history and context.



Writing Style and Audience Engagement

Dori Hillestad Butler’s writing style is approachable and engaging, making "The Ghost Backstage" an
excellent choice for young readers. The use of humor, relatable characters, and a fast-paced plot
ensures that children remain invested in the story. Butler’s ability to create vivid imagery allows

readers to visualize the theater's eerie atmosphere, enhancing the overall reading experience.

lllustrations and Layout

While "The Ghost Backstage" is primarily text-driven, the inclusion of illustrations could enhance the
storytelling. Images depicting key scenes or characters could help stimulate the imagination of younger

readers, making the supernatural elements more tangible.

Theater as a Setting

The theater serves as a vital backdrop for the story, providing an exciting and dynamic setting where
the characters can explore their creativity while unraveling the ghost's mystery. The significance of the

theater in the narrative can be explored through various aspects:

Drama and Performance

- Rehearsals: The book incorporates scenes of rehearsals, allowing readers to experience the
excitement and challenges of preparing for a performance.
- Stage Fright: Kelsey’s journey includes dealing with stage fright, a relatable experience for many

young performers.



Haunted History

- Ghost Stories: The theater's haunted reputation adds an element of folklore, inviting discussions
about myths and legends associated with performance spaces.
- Legacy of the Ghost: The ghost's backstory serves as a narrative device that connects the past with

the present, echoing the idea that stories can transcend time.

Critical Reception and Impact

"The Ghost Backstage" has received positive reviews from educators, parents, and young readers
alike. Its combination of humor, mystery, and relatable characters makes it a valuable addition to
children’s literature. The book’s themes resonate with children, providing them with lessons on

friendship, courage, and the importance of understanding history.

Discussion Questions

To engage young readers and encourage deeper thinking about the book, educators and parents

might consider the following discussion questions:

1. What would you do if you encountered a ghost? How would you feel?
2. How do Kelsey and her friends support each other throughout the story?
3. What are some of the fears that Kelsey faces, and how does she overcome them?

4. Why do you think the author chose a theater as the setting for this story?

Conclusion



In summary, Dori Hillestad Butler's "The Ghost Backstage" is a charming and thought-provoking tale
that expertly combines elements of mystery, friendship, and the supernatural. Through Kelsey’s
experiences, young readers are encouraged to confront their fears, value teamwork, and embrace the
unknown. The book not only entertains but also educates, making it a worthy read for children and a
useful tool for discussions about bravery, history, and the arts. As readers turn the pages, they are
invited not just to explore a haunted theater but to reflect on their own lives and the stories that shape

them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Ghost Backstage' by Dori Hillestad

Butler?

The main theme of 'The Ghost Backstage' revolves around friendship, courage, and the importance of

facing fears, as the story follows a young girl who encounters a ghost while preparing for a school

play.

Who are the main characters in 'The Ghost Backstage'?

The main characters include the protagonist, a girl named Kelsey, and the ghost, who is a former actor

with unfinished business related to the school theater.

What age group is 'The Ghost Backstage' targeted towards?

"The Ghost Backstage' is primarily aimed at middle-grade readers, typically ages 8 to 12, making it

accessible and engaging for children and pre-teens.

How does the ghost influence Kelsey's life in the story?

The ghost influences Kelsey's life by helping her gain confidence and encouraging her to pursue her

passion for acting, while also revealing important lessons about friendship and empathy.



Is 'The Ghost Backstage' part of a series?

'The Ghost Backstage' is part of the 'Haunted' series by Dori Hillestad Butler, which features different

stories involving ghosts and young protagonists in various settings.

What are some critical themes explored in the book?

Critical themes explored in the book include the concept of letting go, the impact of past regrets, and

the importance of self-discovery as Kelsey navigates her fears and aspirations.

How do readers typically respond to the writing style of Dori Hillestad

Butler in 'The Ghost Backstage'?

Readers often respond positively to Dori Hillestad Butler's writing style, appreciating her ability to blend

humor, suspense, and relatable characters, making the story engaging for young readers.
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