
the gift of the magi answer key commonlit
The gift of the magi answer key commonlit is a vital resource for educators and students alike,
providing insights into the classic short story written by O. Henry. This poignant tale explores themes
of love, sacrifice, and the true spirit of giving, making it a staple in literature classes. This article will
delve into the key elements of the story, its themes and characters, and how the answer key from
CommonLit can enhance understanding and engagement with the text.

Overview of "The Gift of the Magi"

"The Gift of the Magi" tells the heartfelt story of a young couple, Jim and Della, who are deeply in love
but financially challenged. As Christmas approaches, both wish to give each other a meaningful gift
despite their limited resources. The story unfolds as they make personal sacrifices to realize their
desires, ultimately revealing the depth of their love.

Plot Summary

The plot centers around two main characters:

- Della: A devoted wife who has beautiful long hair, which she treasures.
- Jim: A loving husband who takes pride in his pocket watch, a family heirloom.

As Christmas nears, Della wants to buy a special gift for Jim—a platinum fob chain for his watch.
However, she has only $1.87 saved. In a moment of desperation, she decides to sell her hair for $20
to afford the chain. Meanwhile, Jim, wanting to buy a set of combs for Della's hair, sells his watch to
buy the gift.

When they exchange gifts on Christmas Eve, the irony of their sacrifices becomes clear: Della no
longer has her hair to use the combs, and Jim no longer has his watch to use the chain. Their love and
willingness to sacrifice for each other highlight the story's central theme.

Themes Explored in the Story

The richness of "The Gift of the Magi" lies in its exploration of various themes that resonate with
readers:

1. Love and Sacrifice

At the heart of the story is the theme of love. Both Jim and Della are willing to sacrifice their most
prized possessions for the sake of each other’s happiness. This selflessness is a testament to the
depth of their love, illustrating that true wealth is found in the strength of relationships rather than



material possessions.

2. Irony

The story is steeped in irony, particularly situational irony. Jim and Della’s sacrifices ultimately render
their gifts useless, which serves to underline the unpredictability of life. The irony emphasizes the
message that love often requires sacrifice, but the results may not always align with our expectations.

3. The True Spirit of Giving

The narrative highlights the essence of giving during the holiday season. Instead of focusing on
material gifts, the story encourages readers to appreciate the thought and love behind the act of
giving. The sacrifices made by Jim and Della exemplify that the most valuable gifts come from the
heart.

Characters in "The Gift of the Magi"

Understanding the characters in "The Gift of the Magi" enriches the reading experience. The
characterization of Jim and Della provides a deeper insight into their motivations and the dynamics of
their relationship.

1. Della

Della is portrayed as a loving and selfless character. Her willingness to part with her hair to buy a gift
for Jim demonstrates her devotion. The narrative emphasizes her physical beauty, which she
ultimately sacrifices, symbolizing her inner strength and commitment to their relationship.

2. Jim

Jim is depicted as a thoughtful and loving husband. His attachment to his watch symbolizes his
connection to family and tradition. By selling the watch, he shows that he values Della's happiness
above his own possessions, reinforcing the theme of love through sacrifice.

Using the CommonLit Answer Key

The CommonLit answer key for "The Gift of the Magi" serves as an invaluable tool for educators and
students. It provides a framework for understanding the story and encourages critical thinking. Here
are some key benefits of utilizing this resource:



1. Comprehension Questions

The answer key includes comprehension questions that help students engage with the text. These
questions often focus on:

- Character motivations
- The significance of key events
- The themes and messages of the story

By answering these questions, students can deepen their understanding and interpretation of the
text.

2. Discussion Prompts

In addition to comprehension questions, the answer key often includes discussion prompts that can
facilitate classroom conversations. These prompts encourage students to explore the story’s themes
more deeply and share their personal insights.

3. Analysis of Literary Devices

The answer key may also guide students in identifying and analyzing literary devices used by O.
Henry, such as irony and symbolism. Understanding these devices can enhance students'
appreciation of the author's craft and the story's depth.

Applying Lessons from "The Gift of the Magi"

The lessons conveyed through "The Gift of the Magi" extend beyond the text itself. Here are several
applications of its themes in everyday life:

1. Value of Relationships

The story reminds readers that relationships should be prioritized over material possessions. In a
consumer-driven society, it’s essential to recognize the importance of love, companionship, and
support.

2. The Meaning of Sacrifice

Sacrifice is a recurring theme in many relationships. The willingness to give up something valuable for
someone else can strengthen bonds and demonstrate true commitment.



3. Perspective on Gift-Giving

Gift-giving during the holidays can often become a source of stress. This story encourages individuals
to focus on the sentiment behind gifts rather than their monetary value, promoting a more
meaningful approach to giving.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The gift of the magi answer key commonlit provides a comprehensive guide for
understanding O. Henry's timeless story. By exploring the characters, themes, and literary devices,
students and educators can engage deeply with the text. The lessons from "The Gift of the Magi"
resonate throughout life, emphasizing the importance of love, sacrifice, and the true spirit of giving.
Whether in a classroom or personal reflection, this story continues to inspire and teach valuable
lessons about relationships and the essence of giving.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The central theme is the idea of selfless love and sacrifice, highlighting how true wealth comes from
giving and love rather than material possessions.

How do Jim and Della demonstrate their love for each other?
Jim and Della both sacrifice their most prized possessions to buy gifts for one another, showing that
their love is more important than material items.

What are the gifts that Jim and Della give to each other?
Della sells her long hair to buy a platinum fob chain for Jim's watch, while Jim sells his watch to buy
Della a set of combs for her hair.

What is the significance of the title 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The title refers to the biblical Magi, or Wise Men, who brought valuable gifts to baby Jesus,
symbolizing the idea that the greatest gifts come from the heart.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'The Gift of the
Magi'?
The story uses irony, symbolism, and foreshadowing, particularly in the way that the characters'
sacrifices lead to an ironic twist in the conclusion.



What lesson can readers learn from 'The Gift of the Magi'?
Readers can learn that love involves sacrifice and that the value of a gift lies in the thought and
intention behind it rather than its monetary worth.

How does the setting affect the story of 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The setting of a modest apartment reflects the couple's financial struggles, emphasizing the depth of
their love and sacrifices despite their poverty.

What is the climax of 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The climax occurs when Jim and Della reveal their gifts to each other, leading to the poignant
realization of their sacrifices.

How does O. Henry use irony in 'The Gift of the Magi'?
O. Henry employs situational irony, as both characters end up with gifts that are now useless due to
their sacrifices, highlighting the bittersweet nature of love.

What emotions does 'The Gift of the Magi' evoke in readers?
The story evokes a mix of emotions, including love, sadness, and humor, as readers witness the
couple's devotion and the irony of their situation.
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