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The gift of the magi figurative language worksheet answers can greatly enhance understanding and
appreciation of the classic short story by O. Henry. Figurative language is essential in literature as it
provides depth, evokes emotions, and creates vivid imagery. This article will delve into the
significance of figurative language in "The Gift of the Magi," discuss various examples from the text,
and provide answers to commonly included worksheet questions.

Understanding Figurative Language

Figurative language is a literary device that authors use to convey complex ideas and emotions in a
relatable way. It deviates from the literal meanings of words to create more impactful imagery. In
"The Gift of the Magi," O. Henry employs several forms of figurative language, including:

1. Metaphor: A comparison between two unlike things without using "like" or "as."
2. Simile: A comparison using "like" or "as."
3. Personification: Attributing human characteristics to non-human entities.
4. Hyperbole: Exaggerated statements not meant to be taken literally.
5. Imagery: Descriptive language that evokes sensory experience.

The Role of Figurative Language in "The Gift of the
Magi"

O. Henry's use of figurative language in "The Gift of the Magi" serves multiple purposes. It not only
enriches the narrative but also helps convey the themes of love, sacrifice, and the true spirit of giving.

Creating Emotional Depth

The emotional core of the story revolves around the sacrifices made by the main characters, Jim and
Della. Through figurative language, O. Henry deepens the reader's emotional understanding of their
love and the sacrifices they make for each other. For example:

- Metaphors: O. Henry refers to Della's hair as a "cascade" to illustrate its beauty and value. This
metaphor elevates the significance of her sacrifice when she sells her hair to buy a gift for Jim.
- Imagery: The descriptions of their modest living conditions and the love they share create a vivid
picture of their struggles, making their sacrifices resonate more deeply with the reader.



Highlighting Themes of Sacrifice and Love

The theme of sacrifice is central to "The Gift of the Magi," and figurative language plays a crucial role
in illustrating this theme.

- Similes: Della’s love for Jim is so profound that it’s compared to a "shining star" in her heart,
illuminating the depth of her feelings.
- Personification: The story personifies the gifts Jim and Della give to each other, suggesting that the
gifts themselves are imbued with the love and sacrifice behind them.

Foreshadowing and Irony

O. Henry is known for his use of irony, and figurative language helps set up the ironic twist at the end
of the story.

- Hyperbole: Jim and Della’s devotion to each other is exaggerated to the point where it feels almost
otherworldly, preparing the reader for the ultimate irony of their gifts.
- Imagery: The stark contrast between their love and their financial struggles foreshadows the
bittersweet ending, where their sacrifices render their gifts useless yet profoundly meaningful.

Examples of Figurative Language in "The Gift of the
Magi"

Here are some specific examples of figurative language from the story, along with explanations of
their significance:

1. "The hair of Della, which had been the glory of her life"
- Type: Metaphor
- Significance: This metaphor emphasizes how Della's hair is not just a physical attribute but a source
of pride and identity for her, making her sacrifice all the more poignant.

2. "They were like two blessed little children"
- Type: Simile
- Significance: This simile emphasizes the innocence and purity of Jim and Della's love, highlighting
their youthful devotion despite their financial struggles.

3. "The New York City flat was furnished in a way that was as plain as a turkey on a Thanksgiving
table"
- Type: Simile
- Significance: This simile creates a vivid image of their living conditions, emphasizing their poverty
while also alluding to the idea of simplicity and humility.

4. "Della's heart was like a little bird"
- Type: Simile
- Significance: This simile captures Della's excitement and nervousness as she prepares to buy a gift



for Jim, illustrating her emotional state vividly.

5. "She had been saving every penny she could for months"
- Type: Hyperbole
- Significance: This exaggeration underscores the extent to which Della is willing to go to express her
love for Jim, reinforcing the theme of sacrifice.

Worksheet Questions and Answers

When studying "The Gift of the Magi," educators often create worksheets that focus on figurative
language. Below are common worksheet questions along with their answers related to figurative
language in the story.

Question 1: Identify a metaphor used in the story and explain
its significance.

Answer: One metaphor used in the story is when Della's hair is described as a "cascade." This
metaphor signifies not only the beauty and value of her hair but also serves to highlight the sacrifice
she makes when she sells it for Jim's gift. It emphasizes the depth of her love and the personal value
she places on her relationship over material possessions.

Question 2: Provide an example of imagery and discuss its
effect on the reader.

Answer: An example of imagery is the description of the couple's living conditions, such as the
"furnished in a way that was as plain as a turkey on a Thanksgiving table." This imagery creates a
vivid picture of their poverty, allowing readers to empathize with their struggles. It contrasts sharply
with the richness of their love, making their sacrifices feel even more impactful.

Question 3: What is the irony present in Jim and Della's
sacrifices?

Answer: The irony lies in the fact that both Jim and Della sacrifice their most prized
possessions—Della's hair and Jim's watch—to buy each other gifts that ultimately become useless.
Della sells her hair to buy a platinum chain for Jim's watch, while Jim sells his watch to buy a set of
combs for Della's hair. This twist highlights the theme of love being more valuable than material
things, demonstrating that their sacrifices are what truly matter.



Question 4: How does O. Henry use hyperbole to enhance the
story?

Answer: O. Henry uses hyperbole when he describes how Della saves every penny she can. This
exaggeration emphasizes her dedication and love for Jim, demonstrating her willingness to make
significant sacrifices for him. It reinforces the theme that true love often involves selflessness and
sacrifice.

Conclusion

The gift of the magi figurative language worksheet answers provide a gateway to understanding the
rich layers of meaning in O. Henry's classic tale. Through the use of metaphor, simile, imagery, and
irony, O. Henry crafts a narrative that resonates with readers on multiple levels. The story not only
showcases the power of love and sacrifice but also serves as a poignant reminder of what it means to
give selflessly. As readers engage with the figurative language, they gain deeper insights into the
characters and the timeless themes that continue to speak to audiences today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What figurative language is predominantly used in 'The Gift of
the Magi'?
The story utilizes various forms of figurative language including metaphor, simile, and irony to convey
deeper meanings about love and sacrifice.

Can you identify an example of irony in 'The Gift of the Magi'?
Yes, the irony is evident when both characters sell their most prized possessions to buy gifts for each
other, only to render those gifts useless. This highlights the theme of selfless love.

What is the significance of the title 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The title refers to the wise men from the Bible who brought gifts to Jesus and symbolizes the idea that
the true value of a gift lies in the love and sacrifice behind it.

How does the author use symbolism in the story?
The author's use of symbolism is evident in the gifts themselves: Della's hair and Jim's watch
symbolize their love and the sacrifices they make for each other.

What role does imagery play in 'The Gift of the Magi'?
Imagery is used to evoke emotions and create vivid scenes that enhance the reader's understanding
of the characters' struggles and the warmth of their love.



How does the use of hyperbole enhance the narrative in 'The
Gift of the Magi'?
Hyperbole emphasizes the extreme lengths to which Della and Jim go to express their love,
illustrating the depth and intensity of their feelings for each other.
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