
the girl scout law
The Girl Scout Law is a fundamental set of principles that guides the actions
and behavior of Girl Scouts across the globe. The law embodies the core
values of the organization and serves as a moral compass for its members.
With a focus on leadership, community service, and personal integrity, the
Girl Scout Law plays a crucial role in shaping the character of young girls.
In this article, we will explore the significance of the Girl Scout Law, its
history, its components, and how it impacts the lives of Girl Scouts.

Understanding the Girl Scout Law

The Girl Scout Law is a concise statement that outlines the expectations of
behavior for Girl Scouts. It serves as a framework for developing leadership
skills, ethical behavior, and a sense of responsibility. By adhering to the
law, Girl Scouts learn to navigate various social situations and contribute
positively to their communities.

The Importance of the Girl Scout Law

The Girl Scout Law is not merely a set of rules; it is a guiding philosophy
that encourages girls to be:

1. Honest - Truthfulness fosters trust and respect among peers.
2. Fair - Fairness promotes equality and justice in all interactions.
3. Friendly - Friendliness builds a sense of community and belonging.
4. Considerate - Being considerate of others’ feelings and needs enhances
relationships.
5. Courageous - Courage empowers girls to take risks and stand up for what is
right.
6. Strong - Strength enables girls to face challenges with resilience.

These qualities are essential not only for personal growth but also for
contributing to a better society. The law encourages Girl Scouts to embody
these principles in their daily lives, making them role models in their
communities.

The History of the Girl Scout Law

The Girl Scout Law has its roots in the founding principles of the Girl
Scouts of the USA, established by Juliette Gordon Low in 1912. Low envisioned
an organization that would empower girls and provide them with opportunities
for personal development and community service. Over the years, the law has



evolved but has remained true to its core values.

Evolution of the Law

1. Original Law (1912) - The first Girl Scout Law included a more simplistic
view of the values that Girl Scouts should uphold.
2. Revisions (1970s) - In the 1970s, the law underwent revisions to reflect a
more inclusive and diverse organization.
3. Current Version - The current version of the Girl Scout Law emphasizes the
importance of honesty, fairness, and respect for others, while also calling
for a commitment to community and the environment.

Each revision aimed to make the law more relevant to the times while
maintaining the foundational ideals set forth by Juliette Gordon Low.

The Components of the Girl Scout Law

The Girl Scout Law is composed of 10 lines, each representing a specific
quality or principle that members are encouraged to embody. Here is the
complete text of the Girl Scout Law:

1. I will do my best to be honest and fair.
2. I will try to be friendly and helpful.
3. I will consider others and their feelings.
4. I will show respect for myself and others.
5. I will be courageous and strong.
6. I will make the world a better place.
7. I will be responsible for what I say and do.
8. I will respect authority.
9. I will use resources wisely.
10. I will be a sister to every Girl Scout.

Analysis of Each Component

1. Be Honest and Fair: Honesty is the foundation of trust. Fairness fosters a
sense of justice, which is essential in building healthy relationships.

2. Be Friendly and Helpful: This encourages collaboration and support among
peers, promoting a sense of community.

3. Consider Others and Their Feelings: Empathy is vital in developing social
skills and emotional intelligence.

4. Show Respect for Myself and Others: Self-respect leads to self-confidence,
while respect for others fosters positive interactions.



5. Be Courageous and Strong: This quality empowers girls to face challenges
and adversity with resilience and bravery.

6. Make the World a Better Place: Encourages active participation in
community service and environmental stewardship.

7. Be Responsible for What I Say and Do: Responsibility is key to
accountability, teaching girls to own their actions and decisions.

8. Respect Authority: Understanding the importance of authority figures helps
in navigating social structures and relationships.

9. Use Resources Wisely: This instills a sense of environmental
responsibility and encourages sustainable practices.

10. Be a Sister to Every Girl Scout: This fosters a sense of sisterhood and
solidarity among Girl Scouts, promoting support and camaraderie.

How the Girl Scout Law Shapes Leadership Skills

The Girl Scout Law plays a vital role in developing leadership skills among
its members. By encouraging girls to embody these values, the law promotes
essential leadership qualities such as:

- Decision-Making: Girls learn to make informed choices based on honesty and
fairness.
- Teamwork: Through collaborative projects, girls learn to work effectively
with others.
- Communication: Respecting others fosters open and honest communication.
- Conflict Resolution: Understanding different perspectives helps in
resolving conflicts amicably.

Through various activities and programs, Girl Scouts practice these skills in
real-world situations, preparing them to become effective leaders in their
communities.

The Impact of the Girl Scout Law on Personal
Development

Adhering to the Girl Scout Law has a profound impact on the personal
development of Girl Scouts. Some of the key benefits include:

1. Building Confidence: Girls who practice the law develop a sense of self-
worth and confidence in their abilities.

2. Enhancing Social Skills: Learning to be friendly, considerate, and



respectful improves interpersonal skills.

3. Fostering a Sense of Responsibility: Understanding the importance of
accountability instills a strong sense of ethics.

4. Encouraging Community Engagement: The emphasis on making the world a
better place promotes active citizenship.

Real-Life Applications of the Girl Scout Law

The principles of the Girl Scout Law can be applied in various aspects of
life, including:

- School: Girls can practice honesty, fairness, and respect in their
interactions with classmates and teachers.
- Home: The law encourages positive relationships within families through
open communication and mutual respect.
- Community: Girl Scouts can engage in community service projects that
reflect the values outlined in the law.

Conclusion

The Girl Scout Law is more than just a set of guidelines; it is a powerful
framework that shapes the values and character of young girls. By fostering
qualities such as honesty, fairness, and responsibility, the law prepares
Girl Scouts to become leaders in their communities. As they strive to embody
these principles, they not only enrich their own lives but also contribute
positively to the world around them. The enduring legacy of the Girl Scout
Law continues to inspire generations of girls to lead with integrity,
compassion, and courage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Girl Scout Law?
The Girl Scout Law is a set of 10 principles that guide the behavior of Girl
Scouts, emphasizing values like honesty, courage, and respect.

How many points are in the Girl Scout Law?
The Girl Scout Law consists of 10 points, each representing a value that Girl
Scouts strive to uphold.



What does it mean to be 'honest and fair' according
to the Girl Scout Law?
Being 'honest and fair' means treating others with integrity and ensuring
that your actions are just and transparent.

Can you list the values represented in the Girl
Scout Law?
The values in the Girl Scout Law include honesty, fairness, courage,
confidence, character, responsibility, respect, caring, and community
service.

How is the Girl Scout Law used in everyday
activities?
The Girl Scout Law serves as a guiding framework for decision-making,
interactions, and service projects among Girl Scouts.

Why is the Girl Scout Law important?
The Girl Scout Law is important because it fosters character development,
leadership skills, and a sense of community among girls.

How do Girl Scouts demonstrate the principles of the
law?
Girl Scouts demonstrate the principles of the law through their actions,
community service, and leadership roles.

How has the Girl Scout Law evolved over time?
The Girl Scout Law has evolved to reflect changing societal values while
maintaining its core principles of leadership and service.

What role does the Girl Scout Law play in troop
activities?
The Girl Scout Law is often recited at the beginning of meetings and is
integrated into troop activities to reinforce its values.

Are there any specific programs that teach the Girl
Scout Law?
Yes, many Girl Scout programs and badges incorporate teachings about the Girl
Scout Law to instill its values in members.
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