
the giver anticipation guide
The Giver anticipation guide is an essential tool used by educators and readers alike to foster a
deeper understanding of the themes, characters, and moral dilemmas presented in Lois Lowry's
acclaimed novel. This guide serves as a pre-reading activity designed to engage students and readers
in critical thinking about the concepts of memory, individuality, and societal control. By exploring
these themes through a series of thought-provoking statements, readers can better grasp the novel's
complex ideas and their relevance to contemporary society.

What is an Anticipation Guide?

An anticipation guide is a teaching strategy that prompts students to reflect on their own beliefs and
opinions before they engage with a text. This method encourages active reading and discussion,
allowing readers to make personal connections with the material. The anticipation guide typically
consists of statements related to the text's themes, characters, and moral questions, which readers
must agree or disagree with based on their own perspectives.

Why Use an Anticipation Guide for The Giver?

Using an anticipation guide for The Giver has several benefits:

Engages Prior Knowledge: It helps students connect their own experiences and knowledge to
the novel’s themes.

Encourages Critical Thinking: By evaluating their beliefs, students engage in critical thinking
and discussion about complex issues.

Promotes Engagement: It makes reading more interactive and encourages students to invest
emotionally in the text.

Facilitates Discussion: The guide serves as a springboard for classroom discussions and
debates about the themes presented in the novel.

Key Themes Explored in The Giver

The Giver addresses several significant themes that can be highlighted in an anticipation guide:



1. The Importance of Memory

Memory plays a crucial role in shaping identity and understanding the human experience. The novel
illustrates the consequences of a society that suppresses memories to maintain control and
uniformity.

2. The Value of Individuality

The tension between individuality and conformity is a central theme in The Giver. The characters
grapple with the implications of a society that prioritizes sameness over personal expression.

3. The Ethics of Choice

The story raises questions about the morality of choice. The citizens of Jonas's community do not have
the freedom to make choices, leading to a debate about whether a controlled society is preferable to
one where individuals can choose their paths, even if it includes suffering.

4. The Nature of Emotions

Emotions serve as a critical aspect of human experience, and the novel examines the role they play in
relationships and personal fulfillment. The suppression of emotions in the community raises questions
about the value of happiness versus the richness of a full emotional spectrum.

Sample Statements for an Anticipation Guide

To create an effective anticipation guide for The Giver, consider including the following statements.
Students can agree or disagree with these statements before reading the novel, providing a basis for
discussion:

People should have the right to make their own choices, even if those choices lead to suffering.1.

A society without pain is better than one that allows suffering.2.

Memories are essential for personal identity and growth.3.

Uniformity in a community is more desirable than individuality.4.

Emotions should be controlled to prevent conflict and pain.5.

It is better to live in ignorance than to know the painful truths of the world.6.



How to Implement the Anticipation Guide in the
Classroom

To effectively utilize the anticipation guide in a classroom setting, follow these steps:

1. Introduce the Activity

Begin by explaining the purpose of the anticipation guide. Discuss the themes of The Giver and how
they relate to the students' lives.

2. Distribute the Guide

Provide each student with a copy of the anticipation guide. Allow them time to reflect on each
statement and mark their agreement or disagreement.

3. Facilitate Small Group Discussions

Divide the class into small groups to discuss their responses. Encourage students to share their
thoughts and provide reasons for their opinions. This promotes a deeper understanding of the themes
and initiates critical dialogue.

4. Class Discussion

Bring the class back together for a larger discussion. Ask groups to share interesting points from their
discussions and encourage debate among students with differing views.

5. Revisit the Guide After Reading

After completing The Giver, return to the anticipation guide. Have students reassess their initial
responses and discuss how their perspectives may have changed based on their reading.

Conclusion

The use of a The Giver anticipation guide is a powerful educational tool that not only enhances
comprehension of the novel but also promotes critical thinking and discussion among students. By
engaging with the themes of memory, individuality, choice, and emotion, readers can draw
connections between the text and their own lives, making the reading experience more meaningful
and impactful. Implementing this guide in the classroom encourages a deeper exploration of the text



and fosters an environment of open dialogue and reflection. As students navigate the moral
complexities presented in The Giver, they equip themselves with the skills to analyze and engage
with challenging themes in literature and in their own lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Giver' anticipation guide?
The 'Giver' anticipation guide is a tool used to stimulate discussion and provoke thought about the
themes and ideas presented in Lois Lowry's novel 'The Giver' before reading it.

How can an anticipation guide enhance understanding of 'The
Giver'?
An anticipation guide can enhance understanding by encouraging readers to reflect on their own
beliefs and experiences related to the novel's themes, such as memory, individuality, and the
importance of emotions.

What types of statements might be included in an anticipation
guide for 'The Giver'?
Statements may include opinions on the value of choices, the ethics of a controlled society, the
importance of memories, and the role of emotions in human experience.

How should students respond to the statements in an
anticipation guide?
Students should respond by agreeing or disagreeing with each statement and providing reasons for
their responses, which fosters critical thinking and prepares them for the reading.

Can the anticipation guide be used for group discussions?
Yes, the anticipation guide can facilitate group discussions, allowing students to share their
viewpoints and engage in meaningful conversations about the text.

What is the main purpose of using an anticipation guide
before reading 'The Giver'?
The main purpose is to activate prior knowledge, spark interest, and set a purpose for reading by
connecting students' experiences with the novel's themes.

How does an anticipation guide relate to the themes of
conformity and individuality in 'The Giver'?
An anticipation guide can provoke thoughts on conformity and individuality by prompting students to



consider their own views on societal rules versus personal freedom.

Is it beneficial to revisit the anticipation guide after reading
'The Giver'?
Yes, revisiting the anticipation guide after reading allows students to reflect on how their perspectives
may have changed and to deepen their understanding of the novel's themes.

What skills do anticipation guides help develop in students?
Anticipation guides help develop critical thinking, reflective reasoning, and discussion skills as
students evaluate their beliefs in relation to the novel's content.
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