
the giver chapter 7 questions and
answers
The Giver Chapter 7 Questions and Answers is an essential resource for
students and readers who want to delve deeper into Lois Lowry's thought-
provoking novel. Chapter 7 is a pivotal point in the story where Jonas, the
protagonist, begins to understand the implications of his society's rules and
the significance of the Ceremony of Twelve. This chapter raises several
questions that provoke discussion about themes of conformity, individuality,
and the meaning of choice. In this article, we will explore some of the key
questions and answers related to Chapter 7, helping readers gain a better
understanding of the text and its underlying messages.

Overview of Chapter 7

In Chapter 7 of "The Giver," the community prepares for the Ceremony of
Twelve, where children are assigned their lifelong professions. Jonas feels
anxious about the upcoming event, especially after witnessing the Assignments
of his friends. The chapter emphasizes the importance of these assignments
and the community’s strict adherence to rules and conformity. Jonas's
feelings of apprehension and anticipation set the stage for his eventual
transformation and the awakening of his individuality.

Key Themes in Chapter 7

Before diving into specific questions and answers, it's vital to understand
the key themes present in Chapter 7:

Conformity vs. Individuality: The chapter illustrates how societal
expectations shape individuals' choices.

The Role of Memory: Jonas begins to realize the value of personal and
collective memory.

Coming of Age: The Ceremony of Twelve marks a significant transition in
Jonas's life, symbolizing the shift from childhood to adulthood.

Questions and Answers About Chapter 7



Here are some of the most significant questions that arise from Chapter 7,
along with comprehensive answers to enhance understanding and provoke further
thought.

1. What are Jonas's feelings as he approaches the
Ceremony of Twelve?

Jonas experiences a mix of anxiety, excitement, and uncertainty as the
Ceremony of Twelve approaches. He is anxious about what his Assignment will
be and fears being assigned a job that he may not be suited for or interested
in. His friends have been discussing their own feelings, which adds to his
apprehension. Ultimately, Jonas's conflicting emotions highlight the pressure
that the community places on its members to conform to predetermined roles.

2. How does the community view the Ceremony of
Twelve?

The Ceremony of Twelve is viewed as a significant milestone in the community.
It is a highly anticipated event where children officially transition into
adulthood by receiving their Assignments. The community sees this ceremony as
a way to maintain order and predictability, ensuring that everyone has a
specific role to fulfill. This emphasis on conformity underscores the
society’s values, which prioritize sameness over individuality.

3. What role do the Elders play during the Ceremony
of Twelve?

The Elders hold a position of authority and respect within the community.
During the Ceremony of Twelve, they are responsible for assigning roles to
the children. Their decisions are based on the children’s interests, skills,
and the needs of the community. The Elders’ role emphasizes the community’s
belief in collective decision-making, where individual desires are often
overlooked for the greater good.

4. What does Jonas learn about the importance of
choices in this chapter?

In Chapter 7, Jonas begins to understand that the choices made by the Elders
during the Ceremony of Twelve significantly impact the lives of the children.
While the community believes that Assignments are made for the children's
benefit, Jonas starts to question the lack of personal choice involved in the
process. This realization marks the beginning of his internal struggle with



the community's values, highlighting the tension between conformity and
individual freedom.

5. How does Jonas's perception of his friends change
in this chapter?

As Jonas observes his friends during the Ceremony of Twelve, he begins to see
them not just as companions but as individuals with unique paths ahead of
them. He realizes that their Assignments will define their futures, and this
understanding creates a sense of distance between him and his friends.
Jonas’s growing awareness of individuality contrasts with the community's
emphasis on sameness, illustrating the early stages of his personal
awakening.

6. Why is Jonas's Assignment significant to the
development of the story?

Jonas’s Assignment, which is revealed later in the story, is significant
because it sets the stage for his journey towards self-discovery and
rebellion against societal norms. The role he is given is unlike any other,
requiring him to bear the weight of memories and emotions that are absent
from the rest of the community. This Assignment marks the beginning of
Jonas's transformation and foreshadows the conflicts he will face as he
grapples with the truths of his society.

7. What does Jonas's reaction to the Ceremony reveal
about his character?

Jonas's reaction to the Ceremony of Twelve reveals his sensitivity and depth
of thought. While many of his peers accept their Assignments without
question, Jonas's apprehension and contemplation show that he is different.
He is not content to simply follow the rules; instead, he starts to question
the very fabric of his society. This character trait sets him apart as a
thinker and ultimately positions him as the story's hero in confronting the
challenges ahead.

Conclusion

The Giver Chapter 7 Questions and Answers provide a deeper understanding of
the themes, characters, and conflicts that arise in this pivotal chapter. As
Jonas navigates the complexities of the Ceremony of Twelve, he begins to
awaken to the realities of choice, individuality, and conformity. This



chapter serves as a crucial turning point in the novel, leading readers to
reflect on the importance of personal freedom and the implications of a
controlled society. By engaging with these questions and answers, readers can
enhance their comprehension of Lowry's profound narrative and its lasting
relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Ceremony of Twelve
in Chapter 7 of 'The Giver'?
The Ceremony of Twelve is significant because it marks the transition from
childhood to adulthood, where the children are assigned their roles in the
community. It symbolizes the end of their childhood innocence and the
beginning of their responsibilities.

How does Jonas feel during the Ceremony of Twelve?
Jonas feels a mix of anxiety and anticipation during the Ceremony of Twelve.
He is apprehensive about what his assignment will be, as he has not yet been
chosen and is unsure of what to expect.

What does the Chief Elder say about Jonas during the
Ceremony?
The Chief Elder acknowledges Jonas's intelligence and unique qualities,
stating that he has been selected for a special role, which creates a sense
of honor but also pressure for Jonas.

What assignment is Jonas given at the Ceremony of
Twelve?
Jonas is given the assignment of the Receiver of Memory, which is a
prestigious and rare position in the community, tasked with holding all the
past memories of humanity.

How do the other children react to Jonas's
assignment?
The other children are surprised and somewhat envious of Jonas's assignment
as the Receiver of Memory, as it is considered a significant honor but also
carries great responsibility and isolation.



What are the implications of Jonas being chosen as
the Receiver of Memory?
Jonas being chosen as the Receiver of Memory implies that he will have access
to the community's hidden truths and emotions, setting him apart from others
and foreshadowing the challenges he will face in understanding the depth of
human experience.

What themes are highlighted in Chapter 7 of 'The
Giver'?
Chapter 7 highlights themes of individuality, the importance of memory, and
the transition from innocence to experience. It also addresses the societal
structure and the burdens of chosen responsibilities.
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