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The God Chasers Tommy Tenney is a name that resonates deeply within the
realms of contemporary Christian spirituality and revivalism. Tommy Tenney 1is
a recognized author, speaker, and pastor whose work has significantly
impacted the way many believers approach their relationship with God. Central
to Tenney's ministry is the concept of "God chasers," individuals who
actively pursue an intimate and profound relationship with the Divine. This
article delves into Tommy Tenney's life, teachings, and the transformative
movement he has inspired.

Early Life and Background

Tommy Tenney was born on February 25, 1956, in the small town of Lake
Charles, Louisiana. His upbringing in a Christian household laid the
foundation for his spiritual journey. Tenney's parents were deeply involved
in church activities, which exposed him to the teachings of Christianity from
an early age. However, it wasn't until his teenage years that he began to
develop a personal relationship with God, a journey that would shape his
future ministry.

Tenney's early experiences in the church were marked by a desire for
authenticity in worship. He often felt that traditional church services
lacked the vibrancy and intimacy he craved. This longing for a deeper
connection with God would eventually lead him to explore various aspects of
spirituality, including prayer, worship, and the presence of God.

The Concept of God Chasers

At the heart of Tommy Tenney's teachings is the concept of "God chasers."
This term refers to individuals who are not satisfied with a superficial
relationship with God; instead, they actively seek a deeper communion with
the Divine. Tenney emphasizes that being a God chaser involves a relentless
pursuit of God's presence and a desire to experience His power and glory in
transformative ways.

The Pursuit of God's Presence

1. Intimacy with God: Tenney teaches that true intimacy with God is essential
for spiritual growth. This intimacy 1is cultivated through prayer, worship,
and a willingness to be vulnerable before God.

2. Expectancy: God chasers approach their relationship with God with
expectancy. They believe that God is actively involved in their lives and
that He desires to reveal Himself in profound ways.

3. Worship as a Lifestyle: For Tenney, worship is not confined to church
services; it is a lifestyle. God chasers worship in every aspect of their

lives, seeking to glorify God in their actions, thoughts, and interactions.

4. The Power of the Holy Spirit: Tenney emphasizes the importance of the Holy



Spirit in the life of a believer. God chasers rely on the Holy Spirit for
guidance, empowerment, and a deeper understanding of God's will.

Major Works and Publications

Tommy Tenney has authored numerous books that explore the themes of God's
presence, intimacy, and spiritual awakening. Some of his most notable works
include:

1. "God Chasers": This foundational book, published in 1998, introduced the
concept of God chasers to a broader audience. In it, Tenney shares personal
experiences and biblical insights to encourage readers to pursue God with
fervor.

2. "The God Chaser's Guide": A companion to his original book, this guide
provides practical steps for readers to cultivate a deeper relationship with
God. It includes testimonies, reflections, and actionable advice for those
seeking to become God chasers.

3. "The Presence of God": In this work, Tenney delves deeper into the nature
of God's presence and its transformative power. He encourages readers to
prioritize seeking God's presence above all else.

4. "Chasing the God Who Chases You": This book explores the reciprocal nature
of the relationship between God and believers, emphasizing that while we
chase God, He is also pursuing us with love and grace.

5. "The God Chaser's Handbook": A practical resource that offers insights and
exercises for individuals seeking to deepen their spiritual journey. It
serves as a guide for prayer, worship, and living a life focused on God's
presence.

The Impact of Tommy Tenney's Ministry

Tommy Tenney's ministry has been instrumental in sparking a revival of
interest in the pursuit of God's presence. His teachings have resonated with
a diverse audience, ranging from laypeople to church leaders. The following
points highlight the impact of his work:

1. Revival Meetings: Tenney has been involved in numerous revival meetings
and conferences, where he shares his message of pursuing God. Many attendees
report powerful encounters with the Holy Spirit, leading to renewed faith and
spiritual awakening.

2. Global Reach: Through his books, sermons, and conferences, Tenney's
message has reached audiences worldwide. His emphasis on intimacy with God
transcends cultural and denominational boundaries.

3. Teaching on Worship: Tenney's insights on worship have influenced
contemporary Christian music and church practices. He encourages worship
leaders to create environments where congregants can encounter God's
presence.

4. Mentorship and Leadership: Tenney has mentored many emerging leaders in



the church, fostering a new generation of God chasers who carry forward his
message and passion for God's presence.

Challenges and Controversies

While Tommy Tenney has garnered a significant following, his ministry has
also faced challenges and controversies. Some critics argue that his focus on
experiential spirituality may lead to an overemphasis on feelings rather than
doctrinal truths. Others express concern that the pursuit of God's presence
could be misconstrued as seeking signs and wonders for their own sake.

In defense, Tenney emphasizes that the pursuit of God's presence should
always be grounded in Scripture and a genuine relationship with God. He
encourages believers to seek a balance between experience and biblical truth,
recognizing that both are essential for a healthy spiritual life.

Conclusion

Tommy Tenney's influence as a leader in the God chasers movement has left a
lasting mark on contemporary Christianity. His passionate advocacy for
pursuing God's presence has inspired countless individuals to seek a deeper,
more intimate relationship with the Divine. Through his writings, teachings,
and revival meetings, Tenney continues to challenge believers to embrace
their identity as God chasers, encouraging them to pursue a life filled with
the transformative power of God's presence. As the movement grows, it invites
believers to step beyond the ordinary and into a vibrant, life-changing
encounter with God that can reshape their lives and communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Tommy Tenney and what is 'The God Chasers'
about?

Tommy Tenney is an author and speaker known for his passionate teachings on
the presence of God. 'The God Chasers' explores the idea of pursuing God's
presence and experiencing a deeper relationship with Him.

What themes are central to 'The God Chasers'?

Central themes include the pursuit of God's presence, spiritual hunger,
intimacy with God, and the transformative power of experiencing divine
encounters.

How has 'The God Chasers' impacted the Christian
community?
The book has inspired many believers to seek a more profound experience of

God's presence, leading to revival movements and a greater emphasis on
worship and intimacy with God in churches.



What is the significance of the title 'The God
Chasers'?

The title signifies the desire to actively seek and chase after God,
emphasizing that true fulfillment and transformation come from pursuing a
relationship with Him rather than merely religious activities.

What are some key takeaways from 'The God Chasers'?

Key takeaways include the importance of longing for God's presence, the
necessity of spiritual hunger, and the idea that God's presence can bring
healing, restoration, and empowerment.

Has Tommy Tenney written other books related to 'The
God Chasers'?

Yes, Tommy Tenney has authored several other books, including 'The God
Chaser's Guide' and 'God's Favorite House', which expand on similar themes of
pursuing God's presence.

What is unique about Tenney's writing style in 'The
God Chasers'?

Tenney's writing style is passionate and engaging, often using personal
anecdotes, biblical references, and vivid imagery to convey deep spiritual
truths and encourage readers to seek God.

How has 'The God Chasers' been received by critics
and readers?

The book has generally received positive reviews, with many readers praising
its heartfelt message and challenge to deepen their relationship with God,
while some critics argue it may lack theological depth.

What kind of audience is 'The God Chasers' intended
for?

The book is intended for Christians seeking a deeper spiritual experience,
church leaders, and anyone interested in exploring the dynamics of God's
presence and intimacy.

What role does prayer play in 'The God Chasers'?

Prayer plays a crucial role in 'The God Chasers', as Tenney emphasizes the
importance of communication with God as a means to cultivate a deeper
relationship and experience His presence in everyday life.
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