
the gold coast by nelson demille

Overview of "The Gold Coast" by Nelson DeMille

The Gold Coast is a captivating novel by renowned author Nelson DeMille,
published in 1990. The book is set in the affluent Gold Coast region of Long
Island, New York, and masterfully weaves together themes of wealth, power,
and moral ambiguity. With a mix of thrilling suspense and vivid character
development, DeMille explores the complexities of life among the elite,
drawing readers into a world where appearances can be deceiving.

Plot Summary

The story follows John Sutter, a successful real estate attorney who is
married to the beautiful and ambitious Susan. John lives a comfortable, if
somewhat predictable life, immersed in the lavish lifestyle that the Gold
Coast provides. However, everything changes when he befriends a new neighbor,
a notorious mobster named Frank “The General” Bellarosa.

As John becomes entangled in Frank's world, he finds himself grappling with
the moral dilemmas posed by his association with organized crime. The novel
delves into John's internal conflict as he navigates the allure of wealth and
power while trying to maintain his ethical standards.

Main Characters

The novel is populated by a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to
the story's rich tapestry. The main characters include:

John Sutter: The protagonist, a real estate attorney torn between his
comfortable life and the thrilling yet dangerous world of organized
crime.

Susan Sutter: John’s wife, who is ambitious and shares his desire for a
luxurious lifestyle.

Frank Bellarosa: The charismatic mobster who moves in next door,
embodying the darker side of wealth and power.

Detective Paul DeMarco: A police officer who plays a crucial role in the
unfolding drama, representing law enforcement's efforts to combat crime.



Barbara Bellarosa: Frank’s wife, who navigates the complexities of her
marriage with a mobster.

Themes Explored in "The Gold Coast"

Nelson DeMille's "The Gold Coast" is rich with themes that resonate deeply
with readers. Here are some of the most prominent themes explored throughout
the novel:

1. Wealth and Morality

One of the central themes of "The Gold Coast" is the moral ambiguity that
comes with wealth. John Sutter's life is comfortable, yet he is drawn to the
darker side of wealth through his friendship with Frank Bellarosa. DeMille
explores the idea that money can corrupt, and that the pursuit of wealth can
lead individuals to compromise their values. The characters' interactions
reveal how easily one can become entangled in a web of deceit and moral
compromise when faced with the allure of power.

2. The American Dream

The novel examines the concept of the American Dream, particularly as it
manifests in the lives of the wealthy residents of the Gold Coast. John and
Susan Sutter embody the aspirations of many Americans: success, luxury, and
social status. However, DeMille challenges the notion that achieving the
American Dream guarantees happiness. Through John’s experiences, readers see
the emptiness that can accompany material success and the hidden dangers
lurking beneath the surface of affluence.

3. Crime and Consequences

The presence of organized crime in "The Gold Coast" serves as a catalyst for
the story's action. Frank Bellarosa's character represents the seductive
nature of crime and the allure of power it brings. As John becomes more
involved with Frank, the consequences of his choices become increasingly
dire. DeMille raises questions about the nature of justice and the
complexities of law enforcement in a world where the lines between right and
wrong are blurred.



Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

DeMille's writing style is engaging and accessible, characterized by sharp
dialogue and vivid descriptions. He employs a first-person narrative,
allowing readers to experience events through John Sutter’s eyes. This
perspective creates a sense of intimacy and immediacy, drawing readers into
John’s internal struggles and moral dilemmas.

The author also utilizes humor and wit, providing levity amid the tension.
This juxtaposition of light-hearted moments with serious themes enhances the
overall reading experience, making the novel both entertaining and thought-
provoking.

Symbolism in "The Gold Coast"

DeMille incorporates various symbols throughout the novel to deepen the
reader's understanding of the themes. Some notable symbols include:

The Gold Coast: Represents both the allure of wealth and the moral decay
that can accompany it.

Frank's Mansion: A symbol of power and influence, serving as a constant
reminder of the darker side of affluence.

John's Law Practice: Reflects his initial moral standing, which becomes
increasingly compromised as the story unfolds.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "The Gold Coast" received positive reviews from critics and
readers alike. DeMille's ability to blend suspense with social commentary
resonated with audiences, solidifying his reputation as a master storyteller.
The novel's exploration of the Gold Coast's elite lifestyle and the moral
dilemmas faced by its characters struck a chord, making it a thought-
provoking read.

The book has since become a staple in DeMille's bibliography, often praised
for its engaging plot and well-drawn characters. It remains relevant today,
as discussions surrounding wealth, power, and morality continue to permeate
contemporary society.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Gold Coast" by Nelson DeMille is a compelling exploration
of wealth, morality, and the human condition. Through the journey of John
Sutter, readers are invited to reflect on the complexities of life among the
affluent and the choices individuals make when faced with temptation.
DeMille's masterful storytelling, combined with rich themes and vivid
characters, creates a lasting impression, making "The Gold Coast" a timeless
work that continues to captivate readers.

Whether you are drawn to thrilling suspense or insightful social commentary,
"The Gold Coast" offers a multifaceted reading experience that is sure to
resonate long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Gold
Coast' by Nelson DeMille?
The main themes include the clash between wealth and morality, the
complexities of human relationships, and the allure and dangers of the high-
society lifestyle.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Gold Coast' and what
is his profession?
The protagonist is John Sutter, a wealthy attorney who becomes embroiled in a
web of crime and deceit after a wealthy neighbor moves in.

How does 'The Gold Coast' reflect the setting of
Long Island's affluent communities?
The novel vividly depicts the opulence and exclusivity of Long Island's Gold
Coast, contrasting the glamorous lifestyle with underlying tensions and dark
secrets.

What role does the character of Frank Bellarosa play
in 'The Gold Coast'?
Frank Bellarosa is a powerful mobster who becomes the catalyst for the main
character's moral dilemmas and challenges the protagonist's views on wealth
and ethics.



How does Nelson DeMille use humor in 'The Gold
Coast'?
DeMille employs sarcasm and wit through the protagonist's narrative voice,
providing comic relief while also critiquing the superficiality of the
wealthy elite.

What is the significance of the title 'The Gold
Coast'?
The title signifies both the geographical area known for its affluence and
serves as a metaphor for the seductive nature of wealth and the moral
compromises that come with it.
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