the golden stool of ashanti robert
sutherland rattray

The golden stool of Ashanti Robert Sutherland Rattray is a significant artifact in the cultural
and historical landscape of Ghana. This revered object symbolizes the unity, strength, and
identity of the Ashanti people. The golden stool, known as the "Sika Dwa Kofi," is not
merely a physical object; it embodies the soul of the Ashanti nation. In this article, we will
explore the history of the golden stool, its cultural significance, the role of Robert
Sutherland Rattray in its preservation, and its impact on contemporary society.

History of the Golden Stool

The golden stool was created in the late 17th century and is said to have descended from
the heavens to the first Asante king, Osei Tutu. Its arrival marked the consolidation of the
Ashanti Empire and the establishment of the Ashanti Kingdom. The legend surrounding the
stool tells of how it was brought down by the priestess Okomfo Anokye, who declared it a
divine symbol of unity among the Ashanti people.

Creation and Symbolism

- Material and Design: The golden stool is crafted from wood and covered in gold leaf. It
features a curved seat and is adorned with intricate carvings that reflect Ashanti artistry.

- Symbol of Unity: The stool symbolizes the collective identity of the Ashanti people. It is
believed to embody the spirits of the ancestors and serves as a focal point for the
community's spiritual life.

- Royal Authority: The golden stool is not just a seat for a king; it represents the authority
and legitimacy of the Ashanti monarchy. It is believed that the king's power is derived from
the stool, and it is a central element in royal ceremonies.

The Golden Stool and the Ashanti Wars

The importance of the golden stool was put to the test during the British colonial period in
the early 20th century. In 1900, the British governor, Sir Frederick Hodgson, demanded to
see the stool, viewing it as a mere object of curiosity. This act was perceived as a direct
affront to the Ashanti people, leading to significant unrest.

- Yaa Asantewaa and the War of the Golden Stool: Yaa Asantewaa, the queen mother of
Ejisu, played a pivotal role in the resistance against British colonization. She led the Ashanti
rebellion known as the War of the Golden Stool in 1900.

- Outcome of the War: Although the Ashanti forces fought valiantly, they were ultimately
defeated. However, the war solidified the golden stool's status as a symbol of resistance
and cultural pride.



Robert Sutherland Rattray: Anthropologist and
Protector of Ashanti Culture

Robert Sutherland Rattray was a Scottish anthropologist and ethnographer who dedicated
much of his life to studying and documenting the cultures of West Africa, particularly the
Ashanti. His work in Ghana during the early 20th century was instrumental in preserving
the history and traditions of the Ashanti people.

Life and Contributions

- Early Life and Education: Rattray was born in 1884 in Scotland and went on to study
anthropology at the University of Edinburgh. His interest in African cultures was piqued
during his studies.

- Field Research: Rattray arrived in the Gold Coast (modern Ghana) in 1907, where he
conducted extensive fieldwork among the Ashanti. His research methods included
participant observation, interviews, and documentation of oral traditions.

- Publications: Rattray authored several significant works, including "Ashanti" (1923) and
"Religion and Art in Ashanti" (1927), which provided detailed insights into Ashanti culture,
beliefs, and social structures.

Preservation of the Golden Stool's Significance

Rattray played a crucial role in raising awareness about the golden stool and its cultural
significance. His writings helped to document the stool's importance in Ashanti society,
ensuring that future generations would recognize its value.

- Cultural Advocacy: Rattray advocated for the respect and preservation of indigenous
cultures, emphasizing the need for Western scholars to approach African traditions with
sensitivity and respect.

- Impact on British Policies: His research and advocacy contributed to a greater
understanding among colonial officials about the complexities of Ashanti society, which in
turn influenced some policies regarding cultural preservation.

The Golden Stool in Contemporary Society

Today, the golden stool remains a powerful symbol of Ashanti identity and unity. It is
regarded with reverence and is involved in various ceremonies and rituals.

Current Role in Ashanti Culture

- Royal Ceremonies: The golden stool is central to the coronation of Ashanti kings. During



such events, the stool is presented and acknowledged as the source of the king's authority.
- Cultural Festivals: The stool is celebrated during cultural festivals, such as the Adae Kese,
where the Ashanti people gather to honor their traditions and ancestors.

Symbol of Resistance and Pride

The legacy of the golden stool extends beyond its physical form. It stands as a testament to
the resilience of the Ashanti people in the face of colonial oppression.

- Cultural Revitalization: Many contemporary Ashanti individuals and organizations work to
promote and revitalize their cultural heritage, with the golden stool as a focal point.

- Global Recognition: The golden stool has gained international attention as a symbol of
African heritage and pride. It is often cited in discussions about post-colonial identity and
the importance of cultural preservation.

Conclusion

The golden stool of Ashanti Robert Sutherland Rattray represents far more than a mere
artifact; it encapsulates the history, identity, and resilience of the Ashanti people. Through
the lens of Robert Sutherland Rattray's work, we gain valuable insights into the significance
of the stool and its role in the cultural tapestry of Ghana. Today, as the world continues to
grapple with issues of cultural identity and heritage, the golden stool stands as a beacon of
strength and unity for the Ashanti community, reminding us of the importance of
preserving and honoring our diverse cultural legacies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Golden Stool in Ashanti
culture?

The Golden Stool, known as 'Sika Dwa Kofi', is a sacred symbol of the Ashanti Kingdom,
representing the unity and identity of the Ashanti people. It is believed to hold the soul of
the Ashanti nation and is central to their traditional governance and spirituality.

Who was Robert Sutherland Rattray and what was his
role regarding the Golden Stool?

Robert Sutherland Rattray was a Scottish anthropologist and colonial administrator who
studied the Ashanti people. He documented the significance of the Golden Stool and its
cultural importance during the early 20th century, particularly in relation to the Ashanti's
social and political systems.



What events led to the conflict over the Golden Stool in
the early 1900s?

The conflict over the Golden Stool arose during the British colonial rule in 1900 when the
British governor attempted to assert control over the Ashanti Kingdom. This led to a
widespread revolt known as the War of the Golden Stool, as the Ashanti people viewed any
threat to the stool as a direct threat to their sovereignty.

How did the Ashanti people respond to the British
threats to the Golden Stool?

The Ashanti people fiercely defended the Golden Stool, leading to a rebellion against British
authority in 1900. The Ashanti queen mother, Yaa Asantewaa, became a key figure in
rallying the people to resist British colonialism, symbolizing their fight for independence
and cultural preservation.

What role did Yaa Asantewaa play in the defense of the
Golden Stool?

Yaa Asantewaa was the queen mother of Ejisu and played a pivotal role in the War of the
Golden Stool. She led the Ashanti forces against the British and inspired her people to unite
and fight for their cultural heritage, becoming a national hero in Ghana.

What was the outcome of the War of the Golden Stool?

The War of the Golden Stool ended with British victory, but it solidified the Ashanti people's
sense of identity and resistance against colonial rule. The British eventually recognized the
importance of the Golden Stool and allowed it to remain a symbol of Ashanti culture, albeit
under colonial oversight.

How has the Golden Stool influenced modern Ghanaian
identity?
The Golden Stool remains a potent symbol of unity and national pride for modern

Ghanaians. It is celebrated in cultural events and is a reminder of the struggle for
independence and the resilience of the Ashanti people against colonialism.

What can contemporary researchers learn from Robert
Sutherland Rattray's work on the Golden Stool?

Contemporary researchers can learn about the complexities of colonialism, cultural identity,
and the importance of indigenous symbols like the Golden Stool in the context of
resistance. Rattray's work highlights the need for respectful engagement with local cultures
and the significance of oral histories in understanding societal values.
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