
the great gatsby chapter 1 study guide answers

The Great Gatsby Chapter 1 Study Guide Answers is an essential resource for students and readers looking
to deepen their understanding of F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. The first chapter introduces key
characters, themes, and settings that set the tone for the rest of the narrative. This study guide will break
down important elements from Chapter 1, providing answers to common questions and insights into the
text.

Overview of Chapter 1

Chapter 1 of The Great Gatsby serves as an introduction to the novel's main themes and characters. The
story is narrated by Nick Carraway, who provides a first-person perspective on the events that unfold. The
chapter establishes the setting in the summer of 1922, focusing on Long Island, New York, and introduces
the contrast between East Egg and West Egg, two fictional communities that symbolize the different
classes of American society.

Key Characters Introduced

1. Nick Carraway: The narrator and protagonist, Nick is a Yale graduate and a veteran of World War I. He
moves to West Egg to work in the bond business and serves as the moral center of the novel.
2. Tom Buchanan: Nick's cousin Daisy's husband, Tom is wealthy, aggressive, and represents the old money
elite. He is characterized by his arrogance and sense of entitlement.
3. Daisy Buchanan: Nick's cousin and Tom's wife, Daisy is beautiful and charming but is also portrayed as
shallow and self-absorbed. Her voice is described as "full of money," symbolizing her wealth and status.
4. Jordan Baker: A professional golfer and friend of Daisy's, Jordan is depicted as cynical and dishonest. She
represents the new woman of the 1920s, embodying the changing social norms.
5. Jay Gatsby: Though he does not appear in Chapter 1, Gatsby is introduced through rumors and Nick's
observations. He is an enigmatic figure associated with wealth and mystery.

Setting

The setting of Chapter 1 establishes the contrasting worlds of East Egg and West Egg:

- East Egg: Represents old money and established wealth. It is home to characters like Tom and Daisy
Buchanan.
- West Egg: Represents new wealth and the American Dream. Nick and Gatsby reside here, highlighting
the differences between the two groups.



The opulence of the setting contrasts with the moral decay underlying the characters' lives, which
becomes a recurring theme in the novel.

Major Themes in Chapter 1

Several key themes are introduced in Chapter 1, laying the groundwork for the rest of the novel.

The American Dream

The concept of the American Dream is central to the narrative. Fitzgerald examines the idea that anyone
can achieve success through hard work, yet the characters in Chapter 1 seem to have inherited their
wealth. This discrepancy raises questions about the attainability of the dream, suggesting that it may be
more of an illusion.


