
the great gatsby lesson 5 handout 8 cast the stars
answers

The Great Gatsby Lesson 5 Handout 8 Cast the Stars Answers is an essential resource for educators and
students exploring F. Scott Fitzgerald’s iconic novel. This lesson delves into character analysis, thematic
exploration, and the symbolism found within the text, guiding students toward a deeper understanding of the
intricate world Fitzgerald created in the 1920s. In this article, we will explore the key elements of Lesson 5,
focusing on the cast of characters, their roles, and how they contribute to the overarching themes of the
novel.

Understanding the Characters in The Great Gatsby

F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby is populated by a range of characters who embody the complexities of
American life during the Jazz Age. Each character serves a specific purpose in the narrative, reflecting the themes
of ambition, love, and the pursuit of the American Dream. In Lesson 5, Handout 8 focuses on character
analysis, which is critical for comprehending the novel's deeper meanings.

The Major Characters

Here is a list of the major characters in The Great Gatsby and their significance:

Jay Gatsby: The enigmatic protagonist known for his extravagant parties and relentless pursuit of
Daisy Buchanan. Gatsby represents the American Dream, showcasing both its allure and its inherent
flaws.

Daisy Buchanan: The object of Gatsby’s affections and a symbol of wealth and beauty. Daisy embodies
the illusion of the American Dream, often associated with carelessness and a lack of depth.

Nick Carraway: The novel's narrator and Gatsby’s neighbor. Nick provides a moral perspective and
serves as a bridge between Gatsby's world and the readers, representing both fascination and
disillusionment.

Tom Buchanan: Daisy’s husband, who represents the old money class and its associated privilege. Tom’s
brutish nature and racism highlight the darker aspects of the American elite.

Jordan Baker: A professional golfer and Daisy’s friend. Jordan represents the modern woman of the 1920s,
but her moral ambiguity raises questions about authenticity and integrity.

George and Myrtle Wilson: Representing the working class, their tragic story contrasts sharply with
the opulence of Gatsby’s world, emphasizing the divide between social classes.

Key Themes Explored in Lesson 5

As students analyze the characters, they will inevitably encounter several key themes that Fitzgerald weaves
throughout the narrative. Understanding these themes enhances comprehension and encourages critical thinking.



The American Dream

The concept of the American Dream is central to The Great Gatsby. Gatsby's rise from humble beginnings to
immense wealth symbolizes the idea of success through hard work. However, the novel ultimately critiques this
dream, showing that wealth does not guarantee happiness or fulfillment.

Class and Social Stratification

The stark differences between the wealthy East Eggers and the less affluent West Egg residents highlight the
theme of class division. Tom Buchanan’s disdain for Gatsby's new money status reveals the entrenched snobbery
of the old money elite.

Love and Relationships

Gatsby's obsessive love for Daisy serves as a focal point for the narrative. Their relationship reflects the
complexities of love intertwined with social status, highlighting how materialism often corrupts genuine
affection.

Illusion vs. Reality

Throughout the novel, characters grapple with illusions that distort their realities. Gatsby’s idealization of
Daisy and the lifestyle he strives for ultimately leads to his downfall, emphasizing the dangers of living in a
fantasy.

Activities and Questions for Discussion

To enhance understanding and engage students in critical thinking, educators can incorporate various
activities and discussion questions based on Lesson 5, Handout 8.

Character Analysis Activity

Ask students to create character profiles for the main characters, including:

Name1.

Background and social status2.

Motivations and desires3.

Relationships with other characters4.

Symbolism and themes associated with the character5.



Discussion Questions

Facilitate a class discussion using the following questions:

How does Gatsby's background shape his identity and dreams?

What role does Daisy play in Gatsby's life, and how does her character reflect the theme of the
American Dream?

In what ways do Tom and Daisy Buchanan represent the moral decay of society?

How do the settings of East Egg and West Egg symbolize the social divide in the novel?

What does Fitzgerald suggest about the nature of love through Gatsby's relationship with Daisy?

Conclusion

The Great Gatsby Lesson 5 Handout 8 Cast the Stars Answers serves as an invaluable tool for educators
and students. By focusing on character analysis and the themes that permeate Fitzgerald’s work, the lesson
promotes a comprehensive understanding of the novel. Engaging with the characters and their struggles not
only enhances literary appreciation but also encourages students to reflect on the broader societal issues
represented in the text. As students explore the complexities of the characters and the thematic elements, they
will gain insights into the human experience and the timeless relevance of The Great Gatsby.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Lesson 5 in 'The Great Gatsby' handout?

The primary focus of Lesson 5 is to analyze character motivations and the symbolic significance of the stars in
relation to Gatsby's dreams and aspirations.

How does the concept of the American Dream relate to the characters in
'The Great Gatsby'?

The concept of the American Dream is central to the characters, particularly Gatsby, who strives for success
and acceptance but ultimately faces disillusionment, reflecting the broader theme of unattainable ideals.

What role do the stars play in the narrative of 'The Great Gatsby'?

The stars symbolize hope and aspirations, representing Gatsby's dreams for the future and his longing for a life
filled with love and acceptance, while also highlighting the inevitable clash with reality.

How does Fitzgerald use imagery related to the stars in the novel?

Fitzgerald employs celestial imagery to emphasize the grandeur of Gatsby's dreams and the stark contrast
between his aspirations and the harsh realities of his life, creating a poignant commentary on ambition.



What are some key themes explored in Lesson 5's analysis of 'The Great
Gatsby'?

Key themes include the illusion of the American Dream, the conflict between reality and aspiration, and the use
of symbolism to convey deeper meanings about love, wealth, and social status.
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