THE GREAT GATSBY SCOTT FITZGERALD

THe GREAT GATSBY IS A TIMELESS NOVEL WRITTEN BY F. SCOTT FITZGERALD, PUBLISHED IN 1925, IT ENCAPSULATES THE
ESSENCE OF THE ROARING TWENTIES, A PERIOD MARKED BY ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, CULTURAL CHANGE, AND A PROFOUND SENSE
OF DISILLUSIONMENT. THE NARRATIVE FOLLOWS THE LIFE OF JAY GATSBY, A MYSTERIOUS MILLIONAIRE, AND HIS OBSESSION
WITH THE BEAUTIFUL DAISY BUCHANAN. THROUGH ITS RICH SYMBOLISM, COMPLEX CHARACTERS, AND VIVID PORTRAYAL OF THE
AMERICAN DReEAM, THE GREAT GATSBY REMAINS A CRITICAL PIECE OF AMERICAN LITERATURE THAT CONTINUES TO RESONATE
WITH READERS TODAY.

BACKGROUND OF THE AUTHOR

F. ScoTT FITzGERALD'S LIFE

F. ScoTT FITZGERALD WAS BORN ON SEPTEMBER 24, 1896, IN ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. HE WAS A PRODUCT OF THE AMERICAN
UPPER-MIDDLE CLASS, WHICH ALLOWED HIM TO OBSERVE THE DYNAMICS OF WEALTH AND SOCIETY CLOSELY. HIS EXPERIENCES
DURING W/ ORLD W AR | AND HIS TUMULTUOUS MARRIAGE TO ZELDA SAYRE GREATLY INFLUENCED HIS WRITING. FITZGERALD’S
LIFE WAS MARKED BY BOTH BRILLIANCE AND TRAGEDY, WITH HIS LATER YEARS CONSUMED BY ALCOHOLISM AND FINANCIAL
INSTABILITY, PARALLELING THE DISILLUSIONMENT OF THE CHARACTERS IN HIS NOVELS.

THe JAzz AGE

FITZGERALD COINED THE TERM “JAzZ AGE” To DESCRIBE THE 1920S, A DECADE CHARACTERIZED BY JAZZ MUSIC, FLAPPER
CULTURE, AND A BREAK FROM TRADITIONAL VALUES. |T WAS A TIME WHEN THE AMERICAN DREAM BECAME SYNONYMOUS WITH
WEALTH AND EXCESS, YET IT ALSO REVEALED THE DARKER UNDERCURRENTS OF SOCIETY, SUCH AS MORAL DECAY AND A LOSS
OF PURPOSE. THE GREAT GATSBY SERVES AS A CRITIQUE OF THIS ERA, EXPLORING THE GAP BETWEEN THE IDEALIZED AMERICAN
DREAM AND THE REALITY OF AMERICAN LIFE.

PLoT SUMMARY

THe GREAT GATSBY IS NARRATED BY Nick CARRAWAY, A Y ALE GRADUATE AND WAR VETERAN WHO MOVES To WEST EGg,
LONG ISLAND, TO WORK IN THE BOND BUSINESS. HIS NEIGHBOR IS THE ENIGMATIC JAY GATSBY, KNOWN FOR HIS EXTRAVAGANT
PARTIES AND WEALTH. AS NICK BECOMES ENTANGLED IN GATSBY'S WORLD, HE UNCOVERS THE TRUTH BEHIND GATSBY'S PAST
AND HIS LONGING FOR DAISY BUCHANAN, Nick’s COUSIN.

Key CHARACTERS

1.JAY GATSBY: A WEALTHY AND MYSTERIOUS FIGURE WHO IS KNOWN FOR HIS LAVISH PARTIES BUT IS DEEPLY LONELY. HE IS
DRIVEN BY HIS LOVE FOR DAISY BUCHANAN.

2. DAISY BUCHANAN: THE BEAUTIFUL AND SHALLOW WOMAN GATSBY LOVES. SHE REPRESENTS BOTH GATSBY'S DREAMS AND
THE DISILLUSIONMENT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM.

3. ToM BUCHANAN: DAISY’S WEALTHY AND ARROGANT HUSBAND WHO EMBODIES THE MORAL DECAY OF THE RICH ELITE.

4. Nick CARRAWAY: THE NOVEL'S NARRATOR, WHO PROVIDES A PERSPECTIVE ON THE EVENTS AND CHARACTERS, SERVING AS A
MORAL COMPASS.

5. JORDAN BAKER: A PROFESSIONAL GOLFER AND DAISY’S FRIEND, SHE REPRESENTS THE MODERN WOMAN OF THE 1920s,
CHARACTERIZED BY CYNICISM AND INDEPENDENCE.



MaJoOrR THEMES

THE GREAT GATSBY EXPLORES SEVERAL THEMES THAT ARE CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTANDING ITS DEPTH AND IMPACT:

- THE AMERICAN DREAM: THE NOVEL CRITIQUES THE NOTION OF THE AMERICAN DREAM, PORTRAYING IT AS AN UNATTAINABLE
IDEAL THAT LEADS TO DISILLUSIONMENT.

- SociAL CLASS AND INEQUALITY: FITZGERALD HIGHLIGHTS THE DISPARITY BETWEEN THE OLD MONEY OF EAST EGG AND THE
NEW MONEY OF WEST EGG, EXAMINING HOW WEALTH AFFECTS RELATIONSHIPS AND SOCIAL STATUS.

- Love AND OBSESSION: GATSBY'S LOVE FOR DAISY IS PORTRAYED AS BOTH ROMANTIC AND OBSESSIVE. HIS FIXATION ON THE
PAST ULTIMATELY LEADS TO TRAGEDY.

- IDENTITY AND SELF-MADE MAN: GATSBY EMBODIES THE SELF-MADE MAN ARCHETYPE BUT ULTIMATELY REVEALS THE FUTILITY
OF TRYING TO REINVENT ONESELF IN A SOCIETY THAT VALUES HERITAGE AND STATUS.

SYMBOLISM IN THE NOVEL

THE GREAT GATSBY IS RICH IN SYMBOLISM, WITH KEY ELEMENTS THAT ENHANCE ITS THEMES AND CHARACTERS:

- THe GREEN LIGHT: LOCATED AT THE END OF DAISY’S DOCK, THE GREEN LIGHT REPRESENTS GATSBY'S UNREACHABLE DREAMS
AND THE HOPE FOR A FUTURE WITH DAISY.

- THE VALLEY OF ASHES: A DESOLATE WASTELAND BETWEEN W/EST EGG AND NEw York CITY, IT SYMBOLIZES THE MORAL
AND SOCIAL DECAY RESULTING FROM THE UNINHIBITED PURSUIT OF WEALTH.

- THE EYes oF DocTor T.J. ECKLEBURG: THE BILLBOARD FEATURING LARGE, DISEMBODIED EYES SERVES AS A SYMBOL OF THE
EYES OF GOD, WATCHING OVER THE DECAY OF SOCIETY AND THE MORAL FAILURES OF ITS CHARACTERS.

LITERARY STYLE AND TECHNIQUES

FITZGERALD'S WRITING STYLE IN THE GREAT GATSBY IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS LYRICAL PROSE AND VIVID IMAGERY , WHICH
ENHANCE THE EMOTIONAL DEPTH OF THE NARRATIVE. HE EMPLOYS SEVERAL LITERARY TECHNIQUES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE
NOVEL'S IMPACT:

PoINT oF VIEw

THE STORY IS TOLD FROM Nick CARRAWAY’S FIRST-PERSON PERSPECTIVE, PROVIDING READERS WITH A SUBJECTIVE VIEW OF
EVENTS. THIS CHOICE ALLOWS FOR A NUANCED EXPLORATION OF GATSBY'S CHARACTER WHILE ALSO EXPOSING THE BIASES AND
MORAL JUDGMENTS OF NICK HIMSELF.

IMAGERY AND SYMBOLISM

FITZGERALD USES RICH IMAGERY TO EVOKE THE GLAMOUR AND DECADENCE OF THE 1920s. THE DESCRIPTIONS OF GATSBY’S
PARTIES, THE OPULENCE OF THE BUCHANAN MANSION, AND THE BLEAKNESS OF THE V ALLEY OF ASHES CONTRAST SHARPLY,
UNDERSCORING THE NOVEL'S THEMES.

FORESHADOWING

FITZGERALD CLEVERLY EMPLOYS FORESHADOWING TO HINT AT THE TRAGIC EVENTS THAT WILL UNFOLD. FROM THE EARLY
CHAPTERS, THERE ARE SUBTLE CLUES ABOUT GATSBY'S FATE, BUILDING TENSION AND ANTICIPATION.



CrITICAL RECEPTION AND LEGACY

UPON ITS RELEASE, THe GREAT GATSBY RECEIVED MIXED REVIEWS AND WAS NOT A COMMERCIAL SUCCESS. HO\X/EVER, IT BEGAN
TO GAIN RECOGNITION IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING FITZGERALD'S DEATH IN 1940. TODAY, IT IS REGARDED AS ONE OF THE
GREATEST AMERICAN NOVELS, FREQUENTLY STUDIED IN SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES.

MODERN INTERPRETATIONS

IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURE, THE GREAT GATSBY HAS INSPIRED NUMEROUS ADAPTATIONS, INCLUDING FILMS, STAGE
PRODUCTIONS, AND EVEN MUSIC. THESE INTERPRETATIONS HIGHLIGHT THE NOVEL'S ENDURING THEMES AND RELEVANCE TO MODERN
SOCIETY. THE 20 13 FILM ADAPTATION DIRECTED BY BAZ LUHRMANN BROUGHT RENEWED INTEREST IN THE STORY, INTRODUCING
IT TO A NEW GENERATION OF AUDIENCES.

INFLUENCE ON LITERATURE

FITZGERALD'S EXPLORATION OF THEMES SUCH AS IDENTITY, THE AMERICAN DREAM, AND SOCIAL CRITIQUE HAS INFLUENCED
COUNTLESS AUTHORS. HIS ABILITY TO CAPTURE THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EMOTIONS AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS
RESONATES WITH READERS, MAKING THe GREAT GATSBY A SEMINAL WORK IN AMERICAN LITERATURE.

CONCLUSION

THe GREAT GATSBY REMAINS A POIGNANT REFLECTION OF THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, CAPTURING THE ESSENCE OF A SOCIETY
STRIVING FOR WEALTH AND SUCCESS WHILE GRAPPLING WITH MORAL DECAY AND DISILLUSIONMENT. F. SCoTT FITZGERALD'S
MASTERFUL STORYTELLING AND EXPLORATION OF THEMES SUCH AS LOVE, AMBITION, AND THE ELUSIVE NATURE OF THE
AMERICAN DREAM CONTINUE TO CAPTIVATE READERS. AS WE DELVE INTO THE WORLD OF JAY GATSBY AND THE JAZZ AGE, WE
ARE REMINDED OF THE TIMELESS NATURE OF THESE STRUGGLES AND THE UNIVERSAL QUEST FOR MEANING IN AN EVER-CHANGING
LANDSCAPE. THE NOVEL SERVES AS A MIRROR TO OUR SOCIETY, URGING US TO REFLECT ON OUR OWN DREAMS AND THE
REALITIES THAT SHAPE THEM.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ‘THE GREAT GATSBY'?

THE MAIN THEME OF ‘THE GREAT GATSBY' IS THE AMERICAN DREAM AND ITS CORRUPTION. THE NOVEL EXPLORES HOW THE
PURSUIT OF WEALTH AND STATUS CAN LEAD TO MORAL DECAY AND DISILLUSIONMENT.

W/HO IS THE NARRATOR OF 'THE GREAT GATSBY'?

THE NARRATOR OF 'THE GREAT GATSBY' 1S Nick CARRAWAY. HE TELLS THE STORY FROM HIS PERSPECTIVE AND PROVIDES
INSIGHTS INTO THE LIVES OF THE OTHER CHARACTERS.

\WHAT DOES THE GREEN LIGHT SYMBOLIZE IN ‘' THE GREAT GATSBY'?

THE GREEN LIGHT AT THE END OF DAISY’S DOCK SYMBOLIZES GATSBY'S UNATTAINABLE DREAMS AND DESIRES, PARTICULARLY HIS
LONGING FOR DAISY AND THE IDEALIZED PAST THEY SHARED.



How poEs F. ScoTT FITZGERALD PORTRAY THE 1920s IN ‘THE GREAT GATSBY'?

F. ScoTT FITZGERALD PORTRAYS THE 1920S AS A TIME OF EXCESS, WEALTH, AND MORAL AMBIGUITY. THE NOVEL CAPTURES
THE DECADENCE OF THE JAZZ AGE AND CRITIQUES THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DISPARITIES OF THE TIME.

WHAT ROLE DOES SOCIAL CLASS PLAY IN ‘THE GREAT GATSBY'?

SOCIAL CLASS PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN “THE GREAT GATSBY,, HIGHLIGHTING THE DIVIDE BETWEEN OLD MONEY
(REPRESENTED BY CHARACTERS LIKE ToM AND DalIsy BUCHANAN) AND NEW MONEY (REPRESENTED BY GATSBY), ULTIMATELY
LEADING TO CONFLICT AND TRAGEDY.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE VALLEY OF ASHES IN ‘THE GREAT GATsBY'?

THE VALLEY OF ASHES REPRESENTS THE MORAL AND SOCIAL DECAY RESULTING FROM THE UNINHIBITED PURSUIT OF WEALTH. IT
SERVES AS A STARK CONTRAST TO THE OPULENCE OF EAST EGG AND WEST EGG, SYMBOLIZING THE PLIGHT OF THE POOR AND
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE AMERICAN DREAM.

How DOES THE CHARACTER OF JAY GATSBY EMBODY THE AMERICAN DREAM?

JAY GATSBY EMBODIES THE AMERICAN DREAM THROUGH HIS RISE FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO IMMENSE WEALTH, DRIVEN BY HIS
DESIRE TO WIN BACK DAISY BUCHANAN. HO\)VEVER, HIS TRAGIC END ILLUSTRATES THE FLAWS AND ULTIMATE EMPTINESS OF
THAT DREAM.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN ' THE GREAT GATSBY'?

W/ OMeN IN “THE GREAT GATSBY' ARE PORTRAYED AS COMPLEX CHARACTERS NAVIGATING A MALE-DOMINATED SOCIETY. DAISY
BUCHANAN REPRESENTS BOTH THE ALLURE AND THE LIMITATIONS PLACED ON WOMEN, WHILE JORDAN BAKER EMBODIES THE
CHANGING ROLES AND EXPECTATIONS OF WOMEN IN THE 1920s.
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