the green glass sea

The Green Glass Sea is a novel written by Ellen Klages, set against the backdrop of World War II and its
aftermath. It explores the themes of friendship, science, and the struggles of growing up during a time of
intense societal change. The narrative centers around two young girls, both of whom are drawn together
by their shared experiences and interests, especially their fascination with science and the burgeoning field
of technology. The book is not only a coming-of-age story but also a tribute to the women who contributed

significantly to the Manhattan Project, which ultimately led to the development of the atomic bomb.

Setting and Historical Context

The story is primarily set in Los Alamos, New Mexico, during the early 1940s. This location is historically
significant as it was the site of the Manhattan Project, where scientists and engineers collaborated to
develop nuclear weapons. The author vividly portrays the atmosphere of secrecy and urgency that

enveloped Los Alamos during this pivotal time in history.

Los Alamos: A Hub of Innovation

Los Alamos was not just a military installation; it was a melting pot of intellectuals and innovators.
Scientists, mathematicians, and engineers from diverse backgrounds converged here, creating an

environment ripe for groundbreaking discoveries. The novel captures:

- The tension of wartime America
- The excitement of scientific discovery

- The challenges faced by individuals working in a highly classified environment

The Impact of War on Families

The war impacted families in profound ways. Many parents were involved in the war effort, leading to a
sense of instability and uncertainty among children. The novel reflects this through the experiences of its
protagonists, who grapple with their own emotional and social challenges while navigating life in a unique

and often isolating setting.



Main Characters

The characters in "The Green Glass Sea" are richly developed, each contributing to the overall narrative in

meaningful ways. The two central characters, Dewey and her friend Suze, are particularly noteworthy.

Dewey

Dewey is a young girl whose father is involved in the Manhattan Project. She is intelligent, curious, and

has a deep love for science. Her character embodies:
- A passion for learning
- A desire to understand the world around her

- The struggle of being a child in an adult world

Dewey's journey is one of self-discovery, as she learns to navigate friendships, loss, and the moral

implications of scientific advancement.

Suze

Suze is Dewey's friend, who provides a contrasting perspective. Coming from a different background, she
represents the emotional and social complexities of growing up in Los Alamos. Key aspects of her character

include:
- Loyalty and friendship
- The challenges of fitting in

- The impact of her family's involvement in the war

Together, Dewey and Suze navigate the trials of adolescence, forming a bond that is both deep and

complex.

Thematic Elements

"The Green Glass Sea" delves into several important themes that resonate throughout the story.



Friendship

At its core, the novel is about friendship. The relationship between Dewey and Suze is central to the
narrative, illustrating how companionship can provide support and solace in difficult times. Their
friendship evolves, reflecting the complexities of growing up and the impact of external circumstances on

personal relationships.

Science and Ethics

The novel raises important questions about the ethical implications of scientific advancement. As Dewey
and her peers become increasingly aware of the broader consequences of their work, they grapple with
the moral dilemmas posed by the development of atomic power. This theme is particularly relevant in

today's world, where scientific discoveries continue to challenge our ethical boundaries.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Both Dewey and Suze undergo significant transformations throughout the story. They learn to assert their
identities in a world that often feels overwhelming. The journey of self-discovery is a universal

experience, making their struggles relatable to readers of all ages.

Style and Narrative Techniques

Ellen Klages employs a descriptive and evocative writing style that immerses readers in the world of Los
Alamos. The use of sensory details helps to create a vivid picture of the environment, making it feel

tangible and real.

Imagery and Symbolism

The title itself, "The Green Glass Sea," is symbolic. It refers to the glass-like landscape created by the tests
conducted in the desert, which serves as a metaphor for the beauty and danger of scientific exploration.
The imagery throughout the novel enhances the emotional depth of the story, allowing readers to connect

more profoundly with the characters' experiences.



Character Development

Klages masterfully develops her characters, allowing readers to witness their growth and evolution.
Through their interactions and internal struggles, Dewey and Suze become relatable figures, embodying

the challenges of adolescence in a unique context.

Critical Reception and Impact

"The Green Glass Sea" has received critical acclaim for its thoughtful exploration of complex themes and its
engaging storytelling. Reviewers have praised Klages for her ability to create a narrative that is both

historically informed and emotionally resonant.

Awards and Recognition

The novel has won several awards, including:

- The 2007 Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction
- The 2007 California Book Award
- The 2007 Golden Kite Award for Fiction

These accolades highlight the book's significance in children's literature and its ability to engage young

readers with important historical themes.

Legacy and Influence

"The Green Glass Sea" has influenced a generation of readers, particularly young girls interested in science
and technology. By showcasing strong female characters in a scientific context, Klages has contributed to a
growing body of literature that empowers young women to pursue their passions and challenge societal

norms.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Green Glass Sea" is a profound exploration of friendship, science, and identity set against
the backdrop of one of the most significant events in modern history. Ellen Klages has created a rich

tapestry of characters and themes that resonate deeply with readers. Through the lens of Dewey and Suze,



we are reminded of the importance of connection, the complexities of ethical choices, and the journey of
self-discovery. As we navigate our own lives, the lessons imparted by this novel remain relevant,

encouraging us to embrace our passions while considering the impact of our actions on the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Green Glass Sea'?

The main theme of 'The Green Glass Sea' revolves around the impact of science and technology on society,
particularly during the development of the atomic bomb, as well as the coming-of-age experiences of its

young protagonists.

Who are the primary characters in "'The Green Glass Sea'?

The primary characters include Dewey Kerrigan, a bright and curious girl who is fascinated by science,
and her friend, the enigmatic and resourceful Suze. Their friendship evolves against the backdrop of the

Manhattan Project.

How does the setting of Los Alamos contribute to the story?

The setting of Los Alamos, a secretive military town during World War II, serves as a critical backdrop
that influences the characters' lives, highlighting the tension between scientific innovation and moral

implications.

‘What role does the concept of friendship play in "The Green Glass Sea'?

Friendship plays a crucial role in "The Green Glass Sea’, as it is through the bond between Dewey and Suze
that they navigate the challenges of growing up in a complex and often dangerous environment, providing

emotional support and understanding.

What is the significance of the title "The Green Glass Sea'?

The title "'The Green Glass Sea' symbolizes the unknown and the potential dangers of scientific discovery,

reflecting the dual nature of progress—both enlightening and potentially destructive.

How does 'The Green Glass Sea' address the historical context of the
Manhattan Project?

The novel addresses the historical context of the Manhattan Project by intertwining personal stories with
real events, illustrating the ethical dilemmas faced by scientists and the impact of their work on society and

future generations.
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