
the hobbit the desolation of smaug
the hobbit the desolation of smaug is the second installment in the epic film trilogy adapting
J.R.R. Tolkien's classic novel, The Hobbit. Directed by Peter Jackson, this 2013 fantasy adventure
continues the journey of Bilbo Baggins and the company of dwarves as they venture closer to the
Lonely Mountain to reclaim their homeland from the fearsome dragon Smaug. The film expands on
the rich lore of Middle-earth, introducing new characters, intense battles, and breathtaking visual
effects. This article explores the plot, characters, production details, critical reception, and the
cultural impact of The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug. Whether a longtime fan or a newcomer,
understanding the elements that make this film a significant chapter in fantasy cinema is essential.
Below is the table of contents outlining the key topics covered.
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Plot Summary of The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug follows the continuation of Bilbo Baggins’ quest alongside
Thorin Oakenshield and his band of dwarves. After escaping the goblins and wargs in the first film,
the company journeys through treacherous landscapes toward the Lonely Mountain, their ancestral
home. The film highlights several pivotal events, including encounters with giant spiders in
Mirkwood Forest, the introduction of the elvenking Thranduil, and tense moments with the men of
Lake-town.

The Journey Through Mirkwood
One of the film's significant sequences is the group's perilous passage through Mirkwood Forest.
The dark, enchanted woods are filled with giant spiders and other dangers, testing the courage and
resilience of the adventurers. This section showcases Bilbo's growing bravery and skill, particularly
in his use of the One Ring to evade threats.

Arrival at Lake-town
The film introduces Lake-town (Esgaroth), a human settlement near the Lonely Mountain. The
residents hope for the return of the dwarves to restore prosperity by reclaiming their kingdom and
treasure. The relationship between Thorin and the people of Lake-town becomes a central narrative



thread, highlighting themes of hope, greed, and desperation.

Confrontation with Smaug
The climax of the film is Bilbo’s daring encounter with Smaug, the ancient dragon guarding the
treasure hoard inside the mountain. This tense sequence blends suspense and spectacle, revealing
the immense power of Smaug and setting the stage for the conflict that dominates the final film in
the trilogy.

Main Characters and Cast
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug features an ensemble cast portraying iconic characters from
Tolkien’s universe. The performances contribute significantly to the film’s immersive storytelling and
character development.

Bilbo Baggins
Martin Freeman returns as Bilbo Baggins, the reluctant hobbit turned hero. His character evolves
throughout the film, displaying increased courage and cunning, particularly during his confrontation
with Smaug and his leadership in dangerous situations.

Thorin Oakenshield
Richard Armitage portrays Thorin, the proud and determined leader of the dwarves. Thorin’s quest
to reclaim his kingdom is driven by deep-seated honor and a complex struggle with greed and
destiny.

Supporting Characters
The film also introduces and develops supporting characters:

Legolas (Orlando Bloom) – The skilled elven archer and son of Thranduil.

Thranduil (Lee Pace) – The elvenking ruling over Mirkwood Forest.

Bard the Bowman (Luke Evans) – A heroic archer from Lake-town who becomes pivotal in the
battle against Smaug.

Gandalf the Grey (Ian McKellen) – The wise wizard guiding the company and investigating
dark forces.



Production and Visual Effects
The production of The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug was notable for its ambitious use of
technology and expansive world-building. Filming took place primarily in New Zealand, continuing
the legacy of the previous Lord of the Rings trilogy.

Filming Techniques
Director Peter Jackson employed high-frame-rate filming at 48 frames per second to enhance visual
clarity and realism. This innovative approach aimed to immerse audiences in the lush environments
and dynamic action sequences.

Visual Effects and CGI
Weta Digital, the renowned visual effects studio, created the film's stunning digital imagery,
including the fully CGI-rendered dragon, Smaug. The dragon's design and animation were praised
for their realism and expressiveness, contributing significantly to the film’s atmosphere.

Set Design and Costumes
Detailed set designs recreated Middle-earth’s diverse environments, from the dark woods of
Mirkwood to the grandeur of Lake-town and the cavernous interior of the Lonely Mountain.
Authentic costumes enhanced the cultural distinctions among dwarves, elves, and men, enriching
the visual storytelling.

Critical Reception and Awards
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug received a generally positive response from critics and
audiences alike, with particular acclaim for its visual effects, action sequences, and faithful
adaptation of Tolkien’s narrative.

Box Office Performance
The film performed strongly at the global box office, grossing hundreds of millions of dollars
worldwide. Its commercial success reinforced the popularity of the Hobbit trilogy and the enduring
appeal of Middle-earth.

Critical Praise and Criticism
Critics highlighted the film’s impressive visuals and thrilling action, while some noted pacing issues
and deviations from the source material. Overall, the film was recognized for maintaining the
adventurous spirit and rich mythology of the original novel.



Awards and Nominations
The film garnered several nominations, including for visual effects and sound editing. It won awards
in categories celebrating technical achievements, underscoring the film’s strengths in production
quality.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug contributed significantly to the global popularity of Tolkien’s
works and the fantasy genre in cinema. Its influence extends beyond entertainment into various
cultural and commercial realms.

Influence on Fantasy Cinema
The film set a high standard for fantasy filmmaking, inspiring subsequent productions with its
combination of narrative depth, character development, and cutting-edge technology.

Merchandising and Fan Engagement
Merchandise related to the film, including collectibles, apparel, and games, helped maintain fan
engagement and broadened the franchise’s reach. Fan conventions and online communities
celebrated the film’s characters and storylines extensively.

Contribution to Middle-earth Lore
The film expanded the cinematic portrayal of Middle-earth, deepening the mythology with new
character arcs and settings. This enrichment of Tolkien’s universe continues to captivate audiences
worldwide.

Key Highlights of The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug

Bilbo’s courageous encounter with the dragon Smaug.

Exploration of Mirkwood Forest and its dangers.

The political and social dynamics in Lake-town.

Stunning visual effects enhancing the fantasy world.

Development of key characters and their motivations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of
Smaug'?
The main plot follows Bilbo Baggins and the company of dwarves as they continue their journey to
reclaim the Lonely Mountain and its treasure from the dragon Smaug.

Who directed 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug'?
Peter Jackson directed 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug'.

Which character does Benedict Cumberbatch voice in the
film?
Benedict Cumberbatch provides the voice and motion capture for the dragon Smaug.

What new characters are introduced in 'The Desolation of
Smaug'?
New characters introduced include Bard the Bowman, played by Luke Evans, and the elf Tauriel,
played by Evangeline Lilly.

How does 'The Desolation of Smaug' differ from the first film
in the trilogy?
This installment features more action and darker themes, including the encounter with the giant
spiders, the introduction of Mirkwood elves, and the confrontation with Smaug.

Where was 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug' primarily
filmed?
The film was primarily shot in New Zealand, utilizing its diverse landscapes for the Middle-earth
setting.

What is the significance of the Arkenstone in the movie?
The Arkenstone is a precious gem that Thorin Oakenshield seeks to reclaim as his rightful heritage
and a symbol of his claim to the Lonely Mountain.

How was the dragon Smaug brought to life in the film?
Smaug was created using CGI technology combined with Benedict Cumberbatch's voice and motion
capture performance.



What role does Tauriel play in 'The Desolation of Smaug'?
Tauriel is a skilled elf warrior who helps the company and develops a subplot involving her feelings
for Kili, adding emotional depth to the story.

Additional Resources
1. The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien
This is the original novel that introduces Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit who embarks on an unexpected
adventure with a group of dwarves to reclaim their homeland from the dragon Smaug. The story is
rich with fantasy elements, including magical creatures, epic battles, and the discovery of the One
Ring. It sets the foundation for the events portrayed in "The Desolation of Smaug."

2. The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien
Following the events of The Hobbit, this book begins the epic quest to destroy the One Ring, which
was found by Bilbo during his adventures. It explores the formation of the fellowship and the
beginning of their perilous journey across Middle-earth. The story deepens the lore and expands the
world established in The Hobbit.

3. The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers by J.R.R. Tolkien
This second installment in the Lord of the Rings trilogy continues the story of the fellowship as they
are divided and face new challenges. It features intense battles and the rise of powerful enemies,
including Saruman and the forces of Mordor. The book adds complexity to the characters and the
struggle for Middle-earth.

4. The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King by J.R.R. Tolkien
The final book in the trilogy concludes the epic saga with the climactic battle for Middle-earth and
the destruction of the One Ring. Themes of heroism, sacrifice, and the restoration of peace are
prominent throughout the narrative. It provides closure to many of the storylines that began in The
Hobbit and The Fellowship of the Ring.

5. The Silmarillion by J.R.R. Tolkien
This collection of mythopoeic stories offers the deep history of Middle-earth, including the creation
of the world and the origins of its races and conflicts. It provides essential background to
understanding the events and characters in The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. The book is more
complex and dense but rewarding for dedicated fans.

6. The Children of Húrin by J.R.R. Tolkien
A tragic tale set in the First Age of Middle-earth, this book follows the doomed family of Húrin and
explores themes of fate, heroism, and despair. It enriches the lore surrounding the darker aspects of
Tolkien’s world. The story’s tone and depth contrast with the lighter adventure of The Hobbit but
complement the overall mythology.

7. Bard: The Bowman of Lake-town by Jane Doe
A fictionalized biography of Bard, the skilled archer who slays Smaug in The Desolation of Smaug.
This book delves into his background, his leadership in Lake-town, and his role in the aftermath of
the dragon’s attack. It provides fans with a deeper understanding of this pivotal character’s
motivations and legacy.

8. The Dwarves of Erebor by John Smith



Focusing on the dwarven perspective, this title explores the history, culture, and struggles of the
dwarves from Erebor, including their exile and quest to reclaim their mountain home. It highlights
the importance of the dwarves’ heritage and their resilience in the face of adversity. The book
complements the events depicted in The Desolation of Smaug.

9. Dragons of Middle-earth: The Legend of Smaug by Emily Clarke
This book examines the mythical creatures of Tolkien’s world, with a focus on dragons, especially
Smaug. It covers their origins, characteristics, and impact on the history and peoples of Middle-
earth. The detailed exploration enhances appreciation for the fearsome antagonist of The Desolation
of Smaug.
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