
the hollow hills mary stewart

the hollow hills mary stewart is a renowned novel that intricately weaves Arthurian legend with

historical fiction, showcasing Mary Stewart’s unique storytelling prowess. This book, published in 1970,

is the second installment in Stewart’s acclaimed Arthurian series, following "The Crystal Cave." It

delves into the mysterious and mystical aspects of King Arthur’s early life, focusing on his upbringing

and the challenges he faces as he grows into his destined role. The hollow hills mary stewart stands

out for its richly detailed narrative, blending myth and history with vivid characters and immersive

settings. This article explores the novel’s background, plot, themes, characters, and its impact within

the Arthurian literary tradition. Readers interested in historical fantasy and Arthurian legends will find a

comprehensive analysis of Mary Stewart’s approach to revitalizing these timeless tales.
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Background and Publication History

The hollow hills mary stewart was published in 1970 as the second book in her Arthurian trilogy,



following the success of The Crystal Cave. Mary Stewart, a British author, was instrumental in

popularizing the Arthurian legends for modern audiences through her blend of historical accuracy and

fantasy. Her works provided a fresh perspective on the well-known myths, emphasizing character

development and realistic portrayals of ancient Britain. The novel is set in the early medieval period, a

time often shrouded in mystery, which Stewart brings to life with meticulous research and imaginative

storytelling.

Development of the Arthurian Trilogy

Mary Stewart’s Arthurian trilogy consists of three novels: The Crystal Cave, The Hollow Hills, and The

Last Enchantment. The hollow hills mary stewart occupies the middle position, bridging the story of

Merlin’s rise and King Arthur’s eventual reign. Stewart’s decision to explore the formative years of

Arthur allowed her to delve into the psychological and emotional growth of the legendary king,

providing depth and nuance to a character often portrayed simply as a heroic figure.

Historical Context and Inspirations

The novel reflects Stewart’s interest in early British history and Welsh mythology. Drawing from

sources such as Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia Regum Britanniae and other medieval texts, Stewart

reimagines the Arthurian saga with a focus on realism and human complexity. This approach

distinguishes her work from more romanticized or fantastical adaptations, grounding the story in

plausible historical settings and cultural details.

Plot Overview and Structure

The hollow hills mary stewart continues the narrative of Merlin and Arthur’s intertwined destinies. The

story primarily follows Arthur’s youth, from his discovery as the rightful heir to his eventual acceptance

of his role as king. The plot is structured around Arthur’s personal challenges, his relationships with

key figures, and the political turmoil of the time.



Key Plot Points

Arthur’s upbringing in secret to protect him from enemies

His education and training under Merlin’s guidance

Conflicts with rival factions vying for power in Britain

Arthur’s internal struggle with his identity and destiny

The growing influence of Merlin’s wisdom and magic in shaping Arthur’s path

Narrative Style and Pacing

The novel employs a third-person limited perspective, focusing closely on Arthur’s experiences and

thoughts. This narrative choice allows readers to connect intimately with his journey. The pacing

balances action scenes with reflective moments, highlighting the protagonist’s development amidst

external conflicts and mystical elements.

Themes and Literary Significance

The hollow hills mary stewart explores several enduring themes that enrich the Arthurian mythos and

contribute to its lasting appeal. These themes are woven seamlessly into the plot and character arcs,

providing layers of meaning beyond the surface adventure.



Destiny and Identity

One of the central themes is Arthur’s struggle to understand and accept his destiny. The novel

portrays the tension between personal desire and the responsibilities imposed by fate. Arthur’s journey

is as much about self-discovery as it is about fulfilling a prophesied role, emphasizing the human

dimension of legendary figures.

Power and Leadership

Stewart examines the nature of power, particularly the qualities that define a true leader. Arthur’s

growth is depicted as a gradual acquisition of wisdom, strength, and compassion. The novel questions

the legitimacy of power obtained through violence or deception, contrasting it with leadership rooted in

justice and honor.

Magic and Mythology

The presence of Merlin and the magical elements in the story highlight the coexistence of myth and

reality in the early medieval world. Stewart uses magic not only as a plot device but also as a symbol

of knowledge, mystery, and the connection between the natural and supernatural realms.

Character Analysis

The hollow hills mary stewart features a cast of complex characters who contribute to the novel’s

richness and depth. Each character is crafted with psychological realism, making them relatable

despite their legendary status.

Arthur Pendragon

Arthur is depicted as a young man caught between the pressures of destiny and his own doubts. His



character development is central, showcasing his evolution from a sheltered youth to a confident

leader. Stewart presents Arthur as intelligent, compassionate, and increasingly aware of the sacrifices

his role demands.

Merlin

Merlin serves as both mentor and protector, guiding Arthur with wisdom and magical insight. His

enigmatic nature adds a layer of mystery to the narrative, and his relationship with Arthur is portrayed

with warmth and complexity. Merlin embodies the link between the old pagan world and the emerging

Christian era.

Supporting Characters

King Uther Pendragon – Arthur’s father, whose legacy and actions influence the political

landscape

Morgan le Fay – A powerful and enigmatic figure whose motives are ambiguous

Gawain and other knights – Early figures in Arthur’s court who represent loyalty and valor

Mary Stewart’s Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Mary Stewart’s prose in the hollow hills mary stewart is characterized by clarity, elegance, and

descriptive richness. Her ability to balance historical detail with engaging storytelling makes the novel

accessible and compelling.



Use of Historical Detail

Stewart integrates archaeological findings, historical customs, and period-appropriate language to

create an authentic atmosphere. This attention to detail enhances the realism of the narrative without

sacrificing the magical elements intrinsic to the Arthurian legend.

Character-Driven Narrative

The story focuses heavily on character motivations and relationships, providing psychological depth.

Stewart’s use of internal monologues and nuanced dialogue allows readers to understand the

complexities of the characters’ choices and emotions.

Blending Myth with Reality

The novel skillfully merges legendary motifs with plausible historical events. This technique invites

readers to consider the Arthurian stories as part of a broader cultural and historical continuum, rather

than mere fantasy.

Reception and Legacy

The hollow hills mary stewart has been widely praised for revitalizing Arthurian literature in the 20th

century. Critics and readers alike commend its thoughtful portrayal of characters and the seamless

blend of myth and history. The novel has influenced subsequent Arthurian retellings and remains a

significant work within the genre.

Critical Acclaim

Upon release, the book received positive reviews for its narrative sophistication and historical insight.

Scholars have noted Stewart’s contribution to making Arthurian legends accessible to contemporary



audiences without diluting their mythic power.

Impact on Arthurian Literature

Mary Stewart’s trilogy, with the hollow hills mary stewart as a pivotal component, helped inspire

renewed interest in Arthurian stories during the late 20th century. Her approach encouraged other

authors to explore the themes of identity, destiny, and leadership in greater depth.

Enduring Popularity

The novel continues to be a favorite among fans of historical fiction and fantasy. Its detailed portrayal

of early Britain and the humanization of legendary figures ensure its place as a classic within Arthurian

literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Hollow Hills' by Mary Stewart about?

'The Hollow Hills' is a historical fantasy novel by Mary Stewart that retells the story of King Arthur's

early life, focusing on the young Merlin and Arthur's upbringing and destiny.

Where does 'The Hollow Hills' fit in Mary Stewart's Arthurian series?

'The Hollow Hills' is the second book in Mary Stewart's Merlin Trilogy, following 'The Crystal Cave' and

preceding 'The Last Enchantment.'

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Hollow Hills'?

The main protagonist in 'The Hollow Hills' is Merlin, the legendary wizard, whose perspective and

experiences drive the narrative.



How does Mary Stewart portray Merlin in 'The Hollow Hills'?

Mary Stewart portrays Merlin as a complex, humanized character with magical abilities, focusing on his

struggles, growth, and his role in shaping Arthur's future.

What historical period is depicted in 'The Hollow Hills'?

'The Hollow Hills' is set in the post-Roman, early medieval period of Britain, blending historical

elements with Arthurian legend.

Is 'The Hollow Hills' suitable for readers new to Arthurian legends?

Yes, 'The Hollow Hills' provides a fresh and accessible retelling of Arthurian legends, making it suitable

for both new readers and longtime fans.

What themes are explored in 'The Hollow Hills'?

'The Hollow Hills' explores themes such as destiny, power, loyalty, magic, and the transition from

childhood to adulthood.

How does 'The Hollow Hills' differ from traditional Arthurian tales?

Mary Stewart’s 'The Hollow Hills' offers a more realistic and psychological portrayal of characters,

minimizing supernatural elements while emphasizing historical context.

Has 'The Hollow Hills' been adapted into other media?

As of now, 'The Hollow Hills' has not been officially adapted into film or television, but it remains a

popular choice for readers interested in Arthurian retellings.

Where can I buy or read 'The Hollow Hills' by Mary Stewart?

'The Hollow Hills' is available for purchase at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can

also be found in libraries and eBook platforms.



Additional Resources

1. The Crystal Cave by Mary Stewart

This novel is the first book in Mary Stewart’s Arthurian Saga, focusing on the early life of Merlin. It

explores Merlin’s unique abilities and his role as a prophet and advisor to King Uther Pendragon. The

story combines historical fiction with magical elements, weaving a captivating tale of destiny and

power.

2. The Last Enchantment by Mary Stewart

The third installment in the Merlin trilogy, this book follows Merlin’s later years as he navigates the

complex politics surrounding King Arthur’s reign. It delves into Merlin’s relationships and his efforts to

guide Arthur through challenges. The story balances mystical themes with the realities of medieval life.

3. The Once and Future King by T.H. White

A classic retelling of the Arthurian legends, this novel covers King Arthur’s life from his boyhood

through his reign. It blends humor, fantasy, and tragedy, providing a rich and detailed portrayal of the

characters and their struggles. The book is a seminal work that has influenced many modern

interpretations of the legend.

4. The Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley

This book offers a feminist perspective on the Arthurian legends, told primarily from the viewpoints of

the female characters such as Morgaine and Gwenhwyfar. It reimagines the mystical aspects of the

tale and explores themes of power, religion, and gender. The novel is known for its lush prose and

deep character development.

5. Arthur Rex by Thomas Berger

A modern retelling of the Arthurian legend, this novel focuses on the human side of the characters and

the moral complexities they face. It presents a more grounded and sometimes darker interpretation of

the myth. The narrative emphasizes the tragic elements of Arthur’s story and the costs of his idealism.

6. King Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table by Roger Lancelyn Green

This book is a well-loved adaptation of Arthurian legends aimed at younger readers but appreciated by



all ages. It compiles various stories about King Arthur, his knights, and their adventures. The writing is

accessible and engaging, making it a great introduction to the myths.

7. The Sword in the Stone by T.H. White

The first volume of White’s The Once and Future King series, this novel focuses on the childhood of

King Arthur, known as Wart. It explores his education under Merlin and the magical lessons that

prepare him for his future role. The book is noted for its wit and imaginative storytelling.

8. Le Morte d’Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory

Considered one of the definitive collections of Arthurian tales, this 15th-century work compiles and

retells a wide array of stories about King Arthur, his knights, and the quest for the Holy Grail. It has

profoundly influenced all subsequent Arthurian literature. The prose is archaic but rich with medieval

romance and chivalry.

9. The Hollow Hills by Mary Stewart

This is the second book in Mary Stewart’s Merlin trilogy, continuing the story of Merlin’s life as he

becomes a key figure in Arthur’s destiny. The novel blends historical detail with mythic elements,

focusing on Merlin’s mentorship and the shaping of Arthur’s future. It is praised for its atmospheric

writing and complex characters.
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