
the house of bernarda alba characters
the house of bernarda alba characters are central to understanding the intricate
dynamics and themes of Federico García Lorca’s renowned play. This drama, set in rural
Spain, explores repression, authority, and societal expectations through its vivid and
complex characters. Each character in the house represents different facets of oppression
and desire, reflecting the broader cultural and familial conflicts. Analyzing these
characters provides insight into their motivations, relationships, and the symbolic roles
they play within the narrative. This article offers a detailed examination of the primary and
secondary characters, their traits, and their significance in advancing the plot and
thematic concerns. The discussion will also highlight the importance of Bernarda Alba, the
matriarch, and her influence over her daughters. Finally, we will explore the supporting
characters who contribute to the tension and eventual tragedy of the play.
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Overview of the Main Characters
The house of bernarda alba characters consist primarily of Bernarda Alba and her five
daughters, each embodying different responses to the strict social codes imposed by their
mother and society. The play’s tension arises from the clash between the repressive
environment Bernarda enforces and the daughters’ suppressed desires for freedom and
love. Understanding these characters individually and collectively is crucial to grasping
the play’s exploration of control, honor, and rebellion.

Character List
The main characters in the play include:

Bernarda Alba – the authoritarian mother

Angustias – the eldest daughter

Magdalena – the second daughter

Amélia – the third daughter



Martirio – the fourth daughter

Adela – the youngest daughter

La Poncia – the housemaid

Pepe el Romano – the unseen suitor

Bernarda Alba: The Matriarch
Bernarda Alba is the dominant figure in the play, embodying strict authority, social
conservatism, and the oppressive nature of traditional Spanish society. As the mother of
five daughters, she imposes a rigid mourning period of eight years following her husband’s
death, confining the women within the household and suppressing their freedoms.
Bernarda’s character symbolizes the patriarchal control over women and the harsh
enforcement of social norms.

Personality and Traits
Bernarda’s personality is characterized by:

Authoritarianism: She exercises complete control over her household, dictating every
aspect of her daughters’ lives.

Pride: She is deeply concerned with reputation and social status, often at the
expense of her daughters’ happiness.

Repression: Bernarda enforces strict codes of behavior, forbidding any expression of
individuality or desire.

Inflexibility: Her unwillingness to adapt or show compassion leads to conflict and
tragedy.

Role in the Play
Bernarda’s role is pivotal as the source of the oppressive atmosphere that stifles her
daughters. Her actions and decisions directly influence the unfolding drama, highlighting
the destructive consequences of authoritarian control and societal expectations on women.

The Daughters of Bernarda Alba
The five daughters serve as the primary focus of the play, each representing different



responses to their mother’s domination and the societal restrictions placed upon them.
Their interactions and rivalries reveal underlying tensions and unfulfilled desires.

Angustias
Angustias is the eldest daughter and the only child from Bernarda’s first marriage, which
gives her a larger inheritance. She is engaged to Pepe el Romano, the play’s unseen male
figure, whose attention causes jealousy among her sisters. Angustias is portrayed as
physically unattractive and fragile, yet she represents the socially acceptable path for
women through marriage and financial security.

Magdalena
Magdalena is the second daughter, characterized by bitterness and resignation. She is
portrayed as more realistic and less hopeful than her younger sisters, expressing
frustration with the oppressive environment and the lack of freedom. Her character
illustrates the emotional toll of repression.

Amelia
Amelia, the third daughter, is less prominent but represents compliance and submission.
She tends to follow the rules and avoids confrontation, embodying the tendency to accept
societal constraints without resistance.

Martirio
Martirio, the fourth daughter, is a complex character marked by jealousy and bitterness.
She suffers from unrequited love and physical ailments, which add to her sense of despair.
Martirio’s character highlights the destructive impact of repression on mental and
emotional well-being.

Adela
Adela is the youngest and most rebellious daughter, symbolizing youth, passion, and the
desire for freedom. She openly defies Bernarda’s rules by pursuing a relationship with
Pepe el Romano. Adela’s character drives much of the play’s conflict and ultimately
embodies tragic resistance against oppression.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles
Aside from the Alba family, several supporting characters influence the narrative and
contribute to the thematic development.



La Poncia
La Poncia is the housemaid and confidante who understands the inner workings of the
Alba household. She serves as an intermediary between Bernarda and the daughters, often
expressing cynicism about Bernarda’s strictness and the social order. La Poncia’s
character provides insight into the class dynamics and the pervasive control within the
household.

Pepe el Romano
Though never seen on stage, Pepe el Romano is a crucial figure in the play. He is the
suitor of Angustias but also secretly involved with Adela. Pepe represents male dominance
and desire, exacerbating tensions among the daughters and symbolizing the external
pressures imposed on the women by patriarchal society.

Other Minor Characters
Additional minor characters include:

The village women, who gossip and reinforce social expectations

The neighbor, who provides context to the social environment

Thematic Significance of the Characters
The house of bernarda alba characters collectively illustrate the central themes of
repression, authority, and societal expectations. Bernarda’s authoritarianism manifests the
oppressive social order, while her daughters’ diverse reactions depict the human cost of
such control. The interactions among the characters reveal the tension between individual
desires and collective norms.

Symbolism in Characters
Each character symbolizes broader concepts:

Bernarda Alba: The embodiment of repression and social control

Angustias: The constrained legitimacy of social conformity

Magdalena, Amelia, Martirio: Various responses to oppression, from resignation
to bitterness

Adela: The spirit of rebellion and the yearning for freedom



Pepe el Romano: The force of patriarchal desire and external societal pressures

Impact on the Narrative
The complex relationships and conflicts among the house of bernarda alba characters
drive the tragic progression of the play. Their interactions expose the consequences of
authoritarianism, the suppression of women’s autonomy, and the destructive power of
societal judgment.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bernarda Alba in 'The House of Bernarda Alba'?
Bernarda Alba is the matriarch of the family, a strict and authoritarian woman who
imposes a harsh mourning period on her daughters after her husband's death.

How many daughters does Bernarda Alba have and what
are their names?
Bernarda Alba has five daughters: Angustias, Magdalena, Amelia, Martirio, and Adela.

What is the role of Angustias in the play?
Angustias is the eldest daughter, who is set to inherit her father's estate and is engaged to
Pepe el Romano, which creates tension among her sisters.

Who is Pepe el Romano and what is his significance in
the story?
Pepe el Romano is the suitor of Angustias, but he also has a secret romantic involvement
with Adela, the youngest daughter, which leads to conflict and tragedy.

Describe the character of Adela in 'The House of
Bernarda Alba'.
Adela is the youngest and most rebellious daughter who defies her mother's authority and
seeks freedom and love, ultimately leading to a tragic end.

What kind of personality does Martirio have in the play?
Martirio is a withdrawn and bitter daughter, who is secretly in love with Pepe el Romano
but suffers from jealousy and despair.



How does Magdalena contribute to the dynamics among
the sisters?
Magdalena is often portrayed as more resigned and less confrontational than her sisters,
expressing sadness over their confined lives but generally following Bernarda's rules.

What is Amelia's role in the family and the play?
Amelia is the second youngest daughter, who is timid and submissive, largely following the
lead of her mother and older sisters without causing much conflict.

How does Bernarda Alba's character influence the other
characters in the play?
Bernarda's oppressive and authoritarian nature creates an atmosphere of repression and
tension, driving her daughters into conflict, rebellion, and ultimately tragedy.

Additional Resources
1. Bernarda’s Reign: Power and Oppression in a Spanish Household
This book delves into the authoritarian rule of Bernarda Alba, exploring how her strict
control shapes the lives and fates of her daughters. It analyzes the themes of repression,
tradition, and the social expectations placed on women in early 20th-century Spain.
Through character studies and societal context, the book reveals the tragic consequences
of Bernarda’s iron-fisted governance.

2. Adela’s Defiance: A Study of Rebellion and Desire
Focusing on Adela, the youngest daughter of Bernarda Alba, this book examines her
struggle against the oppressive environment imposed by her mother. It highlights Adela’s
rebellious spirit and her yearning for freedom and love. The narrative explores how her
resistance embodies the conflict between individual desires and societal norms.

3. Martirio’s Anguish: The Silent Suffering Within
This work centers on Martirio, one of Bernarda’s daughters, and her internal torment
caused by unfulfilled love and familial pressure. It investigates the psychological depth of
her character and how her pain represents the broader themes of jealousy, secrecy, and
despair. The book offers insight into the silent battles waged behind closed doors.

4. Magdalena’s Resignation: Acceptance and Loss in The House of Bernarda Alba
Magdalena’s perspective is the focus here, portraying her as a symbol of resignation and
the acceptance of harsh realities. The book explores her role in the family dynamic and
how her subdued nature contrasts with her sisters’ more overt struggles. It reflects on the
themes of loss, duty, and the suppression of individuality.

5. Amelia’s Obedience: The Quiet Compliance of Bernarda’s Daughter
This title examines Amelia’s character, emphasizing her compliance with her mother’s
strict rules and societal expectations. It discusses how Amelia’s obedience reflects the
pressures on women to conform and the consequences of such conformity. The book also



considers Amelia’s limited voice within the family and the play.

6. Angustias’ Burden: Inheritance and Isolation
Focusing on Angustias, the eldest daughter, this book explores her unique position as the
heiress and how it affects her relationships with her sisters and Bernarda. It delves into
themes of jealousy, loneliness, and the heavy weight of expectations. The narrative reveals
how Angustias’ inheritance is both a privilege and a source of isolation.

7. La Poncia: The Servant’s Perspective on Bernarda Alba’s Household
This book offers an analysis of La Poncia, the housekeeper, and her complex relationship
with Bernarda and the daughters. It provides insight into the servant’s role as both
observer and participant in the family’s drama. The work highlights class dynamics,
loyalty, and the subtle power struggles within the household.

8. Women Under Duress: Gender and Society in The House of Bernarda Alba
Examining all female characters collectively, this book discusses how gender roles and
societal pressures confine and define the women in the play. It addresses the intersection
of patriarchy, tradition, and repression, showing how these forces shape the characters’
lives and destinies. The book situates the play within the broader context of feminist
literary criticism.

9. The Silence of Bernarda Alba: Communication and Repression
This book investigates the use of silence and unspoken tensions among the characters,
particularly focusing on Bernarda Alba’s domineering presence. It analyzes how silence
functions as a form of control and a symptom of repression within the household. The
study reveals the tragic implications of suppressed voices and emotions in the narrative.
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