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The House of the Scorpion is a powerful and thought-provoking novel by Nancy Farmer that
explores themes of identity, morality, and the consequences of cloning. Set in a dystopian
future, the story follows Matteo Alacrán, a young clone of El Patrón, the powerful drug lord
who rules over Opium, a strip of land between the United States and Mexico. This novel
delves into the ethical implications of cloning, the nature of humanity, and the struggles for
self-acceptance and freedom that define the protagonist's journey.

Overview of the Plot

The narrative unfolds in the fictional country of Opium, which is controlled by the drug lord
El Patrón. The land is filled with poppy fields, where opium is cultivated and harvested. The
story begins with the birth of Matteo Alacrán, who is created as a clone of El Patrón to serve
as his organ donor. As a clone, Matt is treated as less than human, facing discrimination
and cruelty from those around him, particularly from those who view him as an animal
rather than a person.

Key Characters

1. Matteo "Matt" Alacrán: The protagonist of the story, a young clone who struggles with his
identity and seeks to find his place in the world.

2. El Patrón: A powerful and ruthless drug lord who created Matt as a clone. He has a
complex relationship with Matt, treating him as both a beloved grandson and a mere tool
for his own longevity.

3. Celía: Matt’s caretaker, a servant in El Patrón’s household, who provides Matt with love
and guidance.

4. Tam Lin: Matt’s bodyguard who becomes a father figure to him, teaching him about the
world and the moral complexities of life.

5. María: A girl from the neighboring area who befriends Matt and helps him understand the
value of friendship and compassion.

6. La Vida Nueva: The character representing the oppressive societal values that view
clones as inferior beings.

Thematic Elements

The novel is rich with various themes that resonate throughout Matt's journey. Some of the
most significant themes include:



- Identity and Self-Discovery: Matt's struggle with his identity as a clone is central to the
narrative, forcing him to confront questions about what it means to be human and how
much of one’s identity is shaped by societal perceptions.

- Morality and Ethics of Cloning: Farmer raises critical questions about the ethics of cloning
and the moral implications of creating life solely for the benefit of another. The novel
critiques a society that dehumanizes clones, highlighting the moral responsibility of
creators.

- Power and Corruption: The story illustrates how power can corrupt individuals and
societies, as seen through El Patrón's ruthless control over Opium and his treatment of
those around him.

- Friendship and Loyalty: The relationships Matt forms throughout the story, particularly
with Celía, Tam Lin, and María, highlight the importance of companionship and loyalty in
the face of adversity.

Setting and World-Building

Nancy Farmer creates a vivid and complex world in The House of the Scorpion. The setting
is not only essential to the plot but also serves to enhance the themes and character
development.

Opium: The Land of Contrasts

Opium is depicted as a land of stark contrasts:

- Wealth vs. Poverty: El Patrón's estate and the opulent lifestyle of the drug lords stand in
sharp contrast to the harsh conditions faced by the eejits (people programmed to work
without free will) and the impoverished people living in the surrounding areas.

- Nature vs. Industry: The lush fields of poppies symbolize both beauty and exploitation,
representing the duality of nature being harnessed for destructive purposes.

- Freedom vs. Enslavement: The freedom enjoyed by El Patrón and his family is juxtaposed
with the enslavement of clones and eejits, raising questions about the true meaning of
liberty.

The Role of Technology and Science

The novel explores the implications of advanced genetic engineering and its societal
consequences:

- Cloning and Genetic Manipulation: The existence of clones raises ethical questions about
the sanctity of life and the value placed on individual existence.



- Artificial Intelligence: The eejits, who have been modified to work mindlessly, embody the
dangers of losing one's humanity due to technological advancements.

- Human Experimentation: El Patrón's creation of clones as mere tools for his benefit
critiques a society that views individuals as expendable.

Character Development

Matt's character arc is central to the narrative, showcasing his evolution from a frightened
and confused child to a self-aware and determined individual.

Initial Struggles

At the beginning of the novel, Matt is isolated and unaware of his status as a clone. His
early experiences are characterized by:

- Fear and Confusion: Matt’s initial encounters with the outside world are filled with fear and
confusion, especially when he realizes that he is treated as an animal.

- Desire for Acceptance: The longing for acceptance drives Matt to seek love and
understanding from those around him, particularly from Celía and María.

Growth and Empowerment

As the story progresses, Matt begins to assert his identity and agency:

- Understanding His Worth: With the help of Tam Lin and Celía, Matt learns about his worth
as a person, despite societal perceptions of clones.

- Defiance Against Oppression: In the face of adversity, Matt learns to stand up for himself
and others, rejecting the notion that he is inferior.

- Quest for Freedom: Matt's journey becomes one of liberation, as he seeks to escape the
confines of El Patrón’s control and create a life for himself.

Conclusion

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer is a compelling exploration of the complexities
of identity, morality, and the implications of cloning. Through Matt's journey, readers are
invited to reflect on what it means to be human, the ethical responsibilities of creation, and
the importance of love and friendship in overcoming adversity. The novel serves as a
cautionary tale about the consequences of viewing individuals as mere commodities, urging
readers to consider the value of life in all its forms. With its rich characters, intricate world-



building, and profound themes, this work remains a significant contribution to young adult
literature and a thought-provoking read for audiences of all ages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The House of the Scorpion'
by Nancy Farmer?
The main theme of 'The House of the Scorpion' is the exploration of identity, particularly the
moral implications of cloning and what it means to be human.

Who is the protagonist of 'The House of the Scorpion'?
The protagonist of 'The House of the Scorpion' is Matteo Alacrán, also known as Matt, who
is a clone of El Patrón, the powerful drug lord.

How does Nancy Farmer address the issue of human
rights in 'The House of the Scorpion'?
Nancy Farmer addresses human rights in 'The House of the Scorpion' by depicting the
discrimination and dehumanization faced by clones, raising questions about morality and
ethics.

What role does the setting play in 'The House of the
Scorpion'?
The setting, primarily in the country of Opium, a strip of land between the United States
and Mexico, plays a crucial role in highlighting themes of power, exploitation, and the drug
trade.

What are the moral dilemmas faced by Matt in the
story?
Matt faces several moral dilemmas, including his struggle for self-identity, the question of
his own humanity, and his relationship with El Patrón and society at large.

How does the character of El Patrón influence Matt's
life?
El Patrón serves as both a protector and a tyrant in Matt's life, shaping his views on power,
loyalty, and what it means to be truly free.

What is the significance of the title 'The House of the



Scorpion'?
The title 'The House of the Scorpion' symbolizes the dangerous and toxic environment in
which Matt grows up, reflecting themes of betrayal and survival.

What is the relationship between Matt and the other
characters in the story?
Matt's relationships with others, such as Celia, Tam Lin, and María, are central to his
development, showcasing themes of love, loyalty, and the struggle for acceptance.

How does Nancy Farmer incorporate elements of
science fiction in 'The House of the Scorpion'?
Farmer incorporates science fiction elements through the concept of cloning, genetic
engineering, and the ethical implications of these technologies on society.

What lessons can readers learn from 'The House of the
Scorpion'?
Readers can learn about the importance of empathy, the complexity of identity, and the
ethical considerations surrounding biotechnology and human rights.
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