the humans of new york

the humans of new york is a widely recognized photo blog and storytelling project that
captures the diverse lives and stories of everyday people in New York City. Founded by
Brandon Stanton in 2010, this initiative has grown from simple street photography to a
global phenomenon that highlights human experiences with empathy and depth. The
humans of new york has become synonymous with compelling portraits paired with
personal narratives, providing audiences with a unique window into the lives of strangers.
This article explores the origin, evolution, impact, and cultural significance of the humans of
new york. Additionally, the discussion covers how the project has expanded beyond
photography into books, social media, and charitable efforts, contributing to its enduring
popularity. Understanding the humans of new york offers valuable insights into urban
storytelling, social media influence, and contemporary photojournalism. The following
sections detail the background, methodology, and broader implications of this influential
project.
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Origin and Development of the Humans of New
York

The humans of new york project began in 2010 when Brandon Stanton started
photographing people on the streets of New York City with the aim of creating a
photographic census of the city. Initially, the focus was purely on visual portraits, but
Stanton soon realized that pairing photographs with short, intimate quotes and stories
made the content more engaging and meaningful. This shift allowed the project to evolve
from a mere collection of images into a powerful storytelling platform. Over time, the
humans of new york expanded its reach, gaining millions of followers across various social
media platforms and establishing itself as a significant cultural phenomenon. The project’s
growth was fueled by its authentic approach and the universal appeal of personal
narratives.



Founding Vision and Early Challenges

Brandon Stanton’s original vision was to capture 10,000 portraits of New Yorkers and plot
them on a map, creating a comprehensive visual record of the city’s population. Early
challenges included gaining the trust of strangers and developing a consistent style that
balanced photography with narrative. Stanton’s persistence in engaging with people from
all walks of life helped overcome initial barriers and set the foundation for the humans of
new york’s distinctive voice.

Evolution into a Storytelling Platform

The humans of new york transitioned from focusing solely on images to combining portraits
with candid stories shared by the subjects themselves. This narrative approach humanized
the photographs and allowed for deeper emotional connections between the audience and
the individuals featured. The project’s storytelling emphasized themes such as resilience,
hope, adversity, and identity, making it relatable to a broad demographic.

Photography and Storytelling Techniques

The success of the humans of new york lies in its unique blend of portrait photography and
compelling storytelling. The project employs a straightforward yet powerful photographic
style that highlights the personality and emotions of each subject. Alongside the images,
brief but impactful narratives reveal personal insights, struggles, or life lessons, creating a
multidimensional portrait of New York’s inhabitants.

Visual Style and Composition

Photographs in the humans of new york are characterized by natural lighting, close-up
framing, and minimal background distractions. This style ensures that the viewer’s
attention remains focused on the subject’s face and expression. The simplicity of the
compositions underscores the authenticity and rawness of the captured moments.

Narrative Approach and Interview Techniques

Stanton employs informal interviews to encourage subjects to share meaningful stories or
thoughts. These conversations often lead to unexpected revelations that enrich the
accompanying photo. The narratives are concise yet evocative, allowing readers to
empathize with the subjects and reflect on universal human experiences.

Key Elements of Effective Storytelling in the Project

e Authenticity: Genuine, unscripted responses from subjects

e Empathy: Stories that foster emotional connection and understanding



e Diversity: Representation of various backgrounds, ages, and cultures
e Conciseness: Brief narratives that deliver impactful messages

e Relatability: Themes that resonate across different audiences

Impact on Social Media and Popular Culture

The humans of new york has significantly influenced how storytelling is approached on
social media platforms. By combining visual and textual content in a relatable format, it has
inspired countless creators and content marketers to adopt similar strategies. The project’s
viral success has also contributed to raising awareness about social issues through personal
stories.

Growth and Audience Engagement

With millions of followers on platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and Tumblr, the humans
of new york commands a large and dedicated audience. Its content frequently sparks
conversations, shares, and emotional responses, demonstrating the power of human-
interest stories in digital spaces. Engagement is further amplified by the project’s ability to
highlight underrepresented voices.

Influence on Contemporary Storytelling Practices

The humans of new york has set a precedent for blending photography with micro-
narratives, influencing journalism, advertising, and brand storytelling. Its approach
emphasizes the value of personal connection and authenticity, encouraging more nuanced
content creation across industries.

Books and Published Works

Beyond the digital realm, the humans of new york has produced several bestselling books
that compile portraits and stories from the project. These publications have broadened the
audience and provided a tangible medium for preserving the narratives collected over the
years.

Notable Books and Their Themes

Some of the most prominent books include collections of stories focused on themes such as
love, adversity, and resilience. These books often feature expanded narratives and
additional context, offering readers a deeper understanding of the subjects’ lives.



Role of Print Media in the Project’s Success

Print publications have complemented the online presence of the humans of new york by
reaching audiences who prefer traditional media. They serve as archival records and artistic
compilations that celebrate the diversity and complexity of human experiences captured in
the project.

Philanthropy and Community Engagement

The humans of new york has leveraged its platform to support philanthropic causes and
foster community engagement. Through fundraising campaigns and partnerships, the
project has contributed to various social initiatives benefiting individuals featured in the
stories and broader communities.

Fundraising Campaigns and Charitable Efforts

Several campaigns initiated by the humans of new york have raised substantial funds for
medical treatments, education, and disaster relief. These efforts demonstrate the potential
of storytelling to mobilize support and generate tangible positive outcomes.

Community Impact and Social Change

By highlighting marginalized voices and personal hardships, the project has increased
public awareness of social issues such as homelessness, immigration, and mental health.
This awareness has encouraged dialogue and empathy within communities, promoting
social cohesion and understanding.

Global Influence and Adaptations

The humans of new york has inspired similar projects worldwide, adapting the core concept
of street portraiture and storytelling to different cultural contexts. These adaptations
underscore the universal appeal of human stories and the power of visual narrative.

International Projects Inspired by Humans of New York

Several cities and countries have launched their own versions of the project, capturing the
lives of their residents with a similar approach. These initiatives often share the original
project’s emphasis on diversity, authenticity, and empathy.

Cross-Cultural Storytelling and Its Importance

Global adaptations of the humans of new york highlight the importance of cross-cultural
understanding through storytelling. They foster connections between disparate



communities and celebrate the shared aspects of human experience despite cultural
differences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Humans of New York' (HONY)?

Humans of New York is a popular photo blog and book series created by Brandon Stanton
that features street portraits and interviews of people in New York City, showcasing their
personal stories and experiences.

Who started Humans of New York and when?

Brandon Stanton started Humans of New York in 2010 as a photography project to capture
the diverse lives of people in New York City.

How has Humans of New York impacted social media?

Humans of New York popularized the storytelling style of combining portrait photography
with personal anecdotes, influencing many creators and gaining millions of followers across
social media platforms.

What makes Humans of New York unique compared to
other photo blogs?

HONY is unique because it pairs intimate, candid portraits with compelling and often
heartfelt stories from everyday people, creating a deep emotional connection with the
audience.

Has Humans of New York expanded beyond New York
City?

Yes, Humans of New York has expanded to include stories from other parts of the world,
including cities in the U.S. and countries like Pakistan, Iran, and Egypt.

Are there any books related to Humans of New York?

Brandon Stanton has published several bestselling books, including '"Humans of New York'
and 'Humans of New York: Stories,' which compile many of the portraits and stories from
the project.

How does Humans of New York raise awareness for
social causes?

HONY often highlights stories that shed light on social issues such as homelessness,
immigration, and mental health, and Brandon Stanton has also launched crowdfunding



campaigns to support individuals and communities featured in the project.

What platforms can | follow Humans of New York on?

Humans of New York is active on social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, and
Twitter, where new stories and photos are regularly posted.

Can anyone be featured in Humans of New York?

Yes, anyone who shares their story and agrees to be photographed by Brandon Stanton or
his team can be featured in Humans of New York, as the project aims to represent a wide
range of human experiences.

Additional Resources

1. Humans of New York

This book is the original photography and storytelling project by Brandon Stanton that
captures the diverse lives of New Yorkers. Through intimate portraits and heartfelt quotes,
it provides a unique glimpse into the personal stories behind the city's vast population. The
book highlights moments of joy, struggle, hope, and resilience, making the city come alive
through its people.

2. Humans of New York: Stories

A follow-up to the original, this volume delves deeper into the lives of the people featured in
the project. It presents a collection of longer narratives that explore the complexities of
human experience in New York City. Readers gain insight into the challenges, dreams, and
everyday moments that define the city’s residents.

3. Humans of New York: The Series

This book expands on the popular series format, compiling some of the most memorable
stories and photographs from the Humans of New York social media presence. It includes a
variety of voices and perspectives, emphasizing themes of diversity and connection. The
series format allows for a broad exploration of humanity through small, powerful vignettes.

4. Humans of New York: Traveled

In this edition, Brandon Stanton takes his project beyond New York City, capturing stories
from people around the world. It showcases the universality of human experiences while
highlighting cultural differences. The book is a compelling travelogue that connects global
communities through personal storytelling.

5. Humans of New York: Strangers

This book focuses on the stories of strangers encountered in various neighborhoods of New
York City. It emphasizes the beauty of unexpected encounters and the small moments that
reveal shared humanity. The collection encourages readers to see strangers as individuals

with rich, complex lives.

6. Humans of New York: Love & Loss
Exploring themes of love, heartbreak, and healing, this volume shares intimate stories of
relationships and personal growth. It captures the emotional spectrum of human



connections in the urban setting. The book is a touching tribute to the resilience of the
human spirit in the face of life’s challenges.

7. Humans of New York: Voices of the City

This anthology highlights the diverse voices that make up New York’s cultural mosaic. From
immigrants to artists to everyday workers, it presents a tapestry of perspectives that define
the city. The book celebrates the rich cultural heritage and the personal stories that
contribute to New York's identity.

8. Humans of New York: Behind the Lens

Offering a behind-the-scenes look at the making of the Humans of New York project, this
book includes insights from Brandon Stanton himself. It discusses the creative process,
challenges, and memorable moments encountered while capturing the city’s inhabitants.
Readers get a glimpse into the art and ethics of street photography and storytelling.

9. Humans of New York: Hope in the City

Focusing on stories of perseverance and optimism, this collection shines a light on
individuals overcoming adversity. It showcases the strength and hope that drive New
Yorkers to keep moving forward despite hardships. The book is an inspiring testament to
the enduring human capacity for hope and change.
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