the hypermodern game of cheb savielly
tartakower

the hypermodern game of cheb savielly tartakower represents a significant evolution
in chess strategy that challenges classical principles by emphasizing control of the center
with pieces rather than occupying it with pawns. This innovative approach was championed
by the influential chess theoretician and grandmaster Savielly Tartakower, often
affectionately known as Cheb. Tartakower’s contributions to hypermodernism not only
reshaped opening theory but also enriched the strategic depth of the game. Through his
creative ideas and daring play, the hypermodern game of Cheb Savielly Tartakower
introduced novel concepts such as fianchettoed bishops and indirect central control, which
have become staples in modern chess. This article explores the historical context, key
concepts, prominent openings, and lasting legacy of Tartakower’s hypermodern style.
Additionally, it provides an in-depth analysis of how these ideas continue to influence
contemporary chess practice and theory.
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Historical Background of the Hypermodern
Movement

The hypermodern game of Cheb Savielly Tartakower emerged during the early 20th
century as a response to the classical school of chess, which advocated direct occupation of
the center with pawns. The hypermodern movement sought to challenge these long-
standing doctrines by suggesting that control over the center could be achieved by pieces
exerting pressure from a distance rather than immediate occupation. This approach allowed
for greater flexibility and dynamism in the middlegame. Tartakower was among the leading
figures alongside other pioneers such as Aron Nimzowitsch and Richard Réti who developed
and popularized these revolutionary ideas.

Origins and Development

In the years leading up to World War I, chess theory was dominated by classical principles
established by Wilhelm Steinitz and Siegbert Tarrasch. However, as players sought new
ways to outmaneuver opponents, the hypermodern school gained traction. Tartakower,



known for his wit and creativity, embraced these concepts and integrated them into his
personal style. His games demonstrated how indirect control and strategic restraint could
yield powerful counterattacks and positional advantages.

Contrast with Classical Chess

Unlike classical chess, which emphasized immediate central occupation with pawns such as
e4 and d4, the hypermodern approach advocated controlling these squares from a distance
using pieces like bishops and knights. This often involved fianchettoing bishops to b2 or g2
and allowing opponents to build a seemingly strong pawn center only to undermine it later.
Tartakower’s hypermodern game thus redefined central control as a dynamic and flexible
concept rather than a static occupation.

Core Principles of the Hypermodern Game

The hypermodern game of Cheb Savielly Tartakower is grounded in several key principles
that distinguish it from classical chess theory. These principles focus on positional
understanding, strategic restraint, and indirect influence over the board.

Control of the Center from a Distance

One of the hallmark ideas in Tartakower’s hypermodern style is that the center can be
controlled and attacked without immediate pawn occupation. This is typically achieved by
deploying bishops on long diagonals and knights on influential squares that pressure
central pawns, forcing opponents into overextension or weaknesses.

Fianchettoed Bishops

The use of fianchettoed bishops is a signature element of hypermodern openings. By
positioning bishops on b2 or g2 (for White) or b7 or g7 (for Black), Tartakower leveraged
the long diagonal to exert powerful influence across the center and the opponent’s camp.
This strategic placement often compensates for a delayed or indirect pawn presence in the
center.

Flexibility and Counterattack

Tartakower’s hypermodern approach promotes flexibility in pawn structure and piece
placement, allowing players to adapt to changing positions and launch effective
counterattacks. Instead of committing to early central pawn moves, this style encourages
waiting for the opponent to overextend before striking back decisively.



Psychological and Strategic Depth

The hypermodern game also incorporates psychological elements by inviting opponents to
seize the center prematurely. Tartakower’s games often exhibit subtle maneuvering,
provoking weaknesses and exploiting overconfidence, thereby demonstrating the rich
strategic depth embedded in hypermodern chess.

Savielly Tartakower’s Contributions to
Hypermodern Chess

Cheb Savielly Tartakower was not only a practitioner but also a prolific writer and theorist
whose insights profoundly shaped the hypermodern movement. His unique blend of humor,
creativity, and deep understanding of chess strategy made his contributions invaluable.

Innovative Opening Ideas

Tartakower was instrumental in developing and popularizing several hypermodern openings
and variations, often introducing novel ideas that challenged conventional wisdom. His
creative approach opened new avenues for players seeking dynamic and less-explored
positions.

Literary and Theoretical Works

Beyond the board, Tartakower authored numerous chess books and articles that articulated
the principles of hypermodernism and provided instructive examples. His aphorisms and
maxims remain widely cited in chess literature, reflecting his enduring influence on chess
thought.

Notable Games and Tournaments

Tartakower’s tournament successes and memorable games showcased the effectiveness of
hypermodern strategies at the highest levels. His victories against classical opponents
demonstrated how hypermodern concepts could be practically applied to outwit even the
strongest adversaries.

Key Openings and Strategies in Tartakower’s
Hypermodern Repertoire

The hypermodern game of Cheb Savielly Tartakower is exemplified through several key
openings and strategic motifs that continue to be relevant in modern chess.



The Tartakower Variation of the Queen’s Gambit
Declined

One of Tartakower’s signature contributions is the eponymous variation in the Queen’s
Gambit Declined, characterized by the move ...b6. This move supports the fianchetto of the
light-squared bishop and challenges White’s central presence indirectly. The variation
embodies hypermodern ideals by exerting pressure on the center without immediate
confrontation.

The Nimzo-Indian Defense

Tartakower frequently employed the Nimzo-Indian Defense, which involves controlling the
center with pieces rather than pawns and often includes early bishop development to b4.
This defense illustrates hypermodern principles by targeting White’s center and creating
flexible pawn structures.

Strategic Themes in Play

Delayed occupation of the center to invite opponent’s overextension

Use of fianchettoed bishops to control key diagonals

e Dynamic pawn breaks and counterattacks aimed at undermining the opponent’s
center

Flexible piece maneuvers to adapt to evolving positional demands

Legacy and Influence on Modern Chess

The hypermodern game of Cheb Savielly Tartakower has left a lasting imprint on chess
theory and practice. His innovative ideas laid the groundwork for many modern opening
systems and strategic concepts that remain central to competitive play.

Enduring Theoretical Impact

Tartakower’s hypermodern concepts have been integrated into mainstream opening
repertoires and continue to inspire players at all levels. The emphasis on piece activity,
indirect control, and strategic flexibility has enriched the complexity and beauty of chess.



Inspiration for Future Generations

Chess players and theorists worldwide regard Tartakower as a pioneer who expanded the
boundaries of chess understanding. His work encourages creative thinking, adaptability,
and a deeper appreciation of positional nuances, influencing both amateur enthusiasts and
grandmasters.

Modern Applications

Contemporary chess engines and grandmasters frequently employ hypermodern principles
when preparing openings and formulating game plans. The balance between classical and
hypermodern ideas continues to evolve, with Tartakower’s contributions serving as a
foundational pillar in this dynamic interplay.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Hypermodern Game in chess associated
with Savielly Tartakower?

The Hypermodern Game in chess is an approach popularized by Savielly Tartakower and
others in the early 20th century, emphasizing control of the center with pieces rather than
occupying it directly with pawns.

Who was Savielly Tartakower and what was his
contribution to the Hypermodern Game?

Savielly Tartakower was a Polish-French chess grandmaster and theoretician who
contributed significantly to the development of Hypermodern chess, advocating flexible
openings and indirect control of the center.

What are some famous openings or variations
introduced by Tartakower in the Hypermodern style?

Tartakower is known for variations such as the Tartakower Variation in the Queen's Gambit
Declined and the Tartakower-Makogonov-Bondarevsky System, which embody
hypermodern principles of controlling the center with pieces.

How does the Hypermodern Game differ from classical
chess openings?

Unlike classical openings that focus on occupying the center with pawns early on, the
Hypermodern Game involves controlling the center from a distance using pieces like
knights and bishops, allowing opponents to occupy the center and then challenging it.



What are the strategic benefits of playing the
Hypermodern Game as advocated by Tartakower?

The Hypermodern approach allows for greater flexibility, dynamic piece play, and often
leads to complex positions where opponents can overextend their pawns, providing targets
for counterattack.

Can you name a notable game played by Tartakower
that showcases Hypermodern principles?

One notable game is Tartakower vs. Nimzowitsch, Vienna 1922, where Tartakower
employed hypermodern strategies to control the center with pieces and successfully
outmaneuvered his opponent.

How is the Hypermodern Game relevant to modern
chess theory and practice?

The Hypermodern principles introduced by Tartakower remain influential in modern chess,
encouraging players to adopt flexible, dynamic openings and focus on piece activity and
control rather than immediate pawn occupation of the center.

Additional Resources

1. Hypermodern Chess Strategies: The Legacy of Cheb Savielly Tartakower

This book delves into the hypermodern principles championed by Tartakower, exploring his
innovative approaches to controlling the center from a distance. It provides detailed
annotations of his most famous games, illustrating how his ideas revolutionized chess
theory. Readers will gain insight into the strategic foundations of hypermodernism through
Tartakower’s unique perspective.

2. The Art of Hypermodern Play: Tartakower’s Contributions and Techniques

Focusing on Tartakower’s distinctive style, this title breaks down his tactical and positional
innovations that challenged classical chess doctrines. The author examines key matches
and explains how Tartakower’s hypermodern tactics can be applied in modern play. It is an
essential resource for players looking to deepen their understanding of flexible and
dynamic chess strategies.

3. Cheb Savielly Tartakower: A Hypermodern Pioneer’s Game Collection

This comprehensive anthology compiles Tartakower’s most instructive games, complete
with analysis and commentary emphasizing hypermodern themes. Each game showcases
his strategic mastery and creative use of openings that became staples of the hypermodern
movement. The collection serves as both inspiration and a practical guide for advanced
enthusiasts.

4. Mastering the Hypermodern Openings: Tartakower’s Influence on Modern Chess
Examining openings such as the Tartakower Variation of the Queen’s Gambit Declined, this
book highlights how Tartakower shaped the theory behind hypermodern openings. Detailed
opening repertoires and move-by-move explanations make it a valuable study tool for



players aiming to incorporate hypermodern ideas into their own games.

5. The Hypermodern Mindset: Psychological and Strategic Insights from Tartakower
Beyond moves and positions, this book explores Tartakower’s chess philosophy and
psychological approach to the game. It discusses how his hypermodern mindset
encouraged flexibility, creativity, and risk-taking, which can inspire players to rethink their
strategic approach. Anecdotes and quotes from Tartakower enrich the narrative.

6. Innovations in Hypermodern Chess: The Tartakower Model

This title investigates the broader impact of Tartakower’s innovations on the evolution of
chess theory during the hypermodern era. It contextualizes his contributions alongside
other leading figures while emphasizing his unique approach to dynamic play. The book is
ideal for readers interested in the historical development of modern chess strategies.

7. Applying Tartakower’s Hypermodern Concepts in Tournament Play

Designed for competitive players, this practical guide offers advice on employing
Tartakower’s hypermodern concepts under tournament conditions. It includes exercises,
annotated examples, and strategic tips to help players adapt and counter classical
openings using hypermodern techniques. The focus is on real-world application and
improving competitive results.

8. Hypermodern Chess Openings: Lessons from Tartakower’s Repertoire

This instructional book covers a wide range of hypermodern openings favored by
Tartakower, providing theory, plans, and traps to watch for. It emphasizes understanding
the underlying principles rather than memorizing moves, encouraging players to think like
Tartakower. Ideal for club players seeking to expand their opening arsenal.

9. The Enduring Influence of Cheb Savielly Tartakower on Hypermodern Chess

This analytical work traces Tartakower’s lasting impact on hypermodern chess from his
early career to contemporary grandmasters. It features interviews, game analyses, and
comparative studies that highlight how his ideas continue to resonate in today’s chess

landscape. The book is a tribute to Tartakower’s timeless strategic vision.
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