the intended in heart of darkness

the intended in heart of darkness represents a pivotal character whose role
and symbolism offer profound insights into Joseph Conrad's novella. This
character embodies the idealized European values and the stark contrast to
the brutal realities of colonial exploitation depicted throughout the
narrative. Understanding the intended’s significance requires examining her
relationship with Kurtz, her symbolic meaning, and how she contributes to the
novella’s themes of innocence, illusion, and the darkness lurking beneath
civilization. This article delves into the intended’s characterization, her
narrative function, and critical interpretations to provide a comprehensive
understanding of her place within Heart of Darkness. The following sections
will explore the intended’s role in the story, her symbolic implications, and
her impact on the novella’s overall message.
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The Intended’s Role in the Narrative

The intended in Heart of Darkness functions as a crucial narrative device
that contrasts sharply with the harsh realities of colonialism and the moral
ambiguity presented by Kurtz’s journey. She appears primarily in the final
part of the novella, representing a world untouched by the horrors of the
Congo and maintaining a naive, idealistic perception of Kurtz. Her presence
serves as a reminder of the civilized society’s illusions about empire and
the moral blindness that accompanies it. Through Marlow’s interactions with
the intended, readers gain perspective on how Kurtz was viewed back home
versus the truth of his experiences in Africa.

Introduction of the Intended

The intended is first introduced as Kurtz’s fiancée, embodying purity and
devotion. Her character is portrayed as innocent and unaware of the grim
realities that shaped Kurtz’s final days. This innocence is a stark contrast
to the chaotic and brutal environment Marlow has just witnessed, highlighting
the dissonance between European ideals and colonial realities. The intended’s



role is primarily symbolic, representing the facade of nobility and honor
that European society projects onto imperial endeavors.

Function in the Story’s Conclusion

At the novella’s conclusion, the intended’s presence brings the story full
circle by returning to the realm of European society and its values. Marlow’s
decision to withhold the truth about Kurtz’s last words from the intended
underscores the theme of deception and the preservation of illusions. Her
role here is to emphasize the complexity of truth and the human tendency to
protect cherished beliefs, even in the face of harsh realities.

Symbolism and Thematic Significance of the
Intended

The intended in Heart of Darkness symbolizes multiple themes central to the
novella, including innocence, illusion, and the European idealism that masks
the brutal exploitation of colonialism. She represents the stark division
between the sanitized version of imperialism and the dark truths lurking
beneath it. Through her character, Conrad critiques the hypocrisy and self-
deception prevalent in European colonial attitudes.

Embodiment of Innocence and Purity

The intended’s characterization as innocent and pure serves to highlight the
naivety of European society regarding the consequences of imperialism. Her
unwavering faith in Kurtz’s nobility contrasts with the moral decay and
savagery Marlow encounters, suggesting that innocence is both fragile and
willfully maintained. This portrayal raises questions about the cost of such
innocence and whether it is sustainable in a world marked by darkness and
corruption.

Representation of Illusion and Deception

One of the strongest symbolic aspects of the intended is her role in
perpetuating the illusion of Kurtz as a heroic figure. By clinging to her
idealized image of Kurtz, she embodies the collective denial of the
atrocities committed in the name of empire. Conrad uses her character to
expose the mechanisms of self-deception that enable societies to overlook or
justify their darkest actions.



Relationship Between the Intended and Kurtz

The relationship between the intended and Kurtz is complex and tinged with
irony. While she remains devoted and idealizes Kurtz, the reality of his
actions and transformation in the Congo starkly contradicts her perception.
This disconnect underscores the novella’s exploration of duality and the
contrast between appearance and reality.

Idealization vs. Reality

The intended’s perception of Kurtz is shaped by romantic ideals and limited
knowledge, which starkly contrasts with the man Marlow encounters in the
Congo—a figure consumed by power and moral ambiguity. This dichotomy
highlights the theme of duality, revealing how personal relationships can be
influenced by selective truths and societal narratives. Kurtz’'s complex
character is refracted through the intended’s idealism, providing insight
into the broader cultural denial surrounding imperialism’s consequences.

Marlow’s Role as Mediator

Marlow acts as a mediator between the intended and the harsh truths of
Kurtz's experiences. His choice to conceal Kurtz's final words from her
illustrates the protective nature of their relationship and the theme of
truth versus illusion. Marlow’s interactions with the intended reveal his
internal conflict and the moral ambiguities that permeate the story,
emphasizing the difficulty of reconciling truth with societal expectations.

Critical Interpretations and Perspectives

Scholars and critics have offered various interpretations of the intended’s
role in Heart of Darkness, focusing on her symbolic significance and
narrative function. These perspectives shed light on how Conrad’s portrayal
critiques colonial ideology and explores themes of innocence, deception, and
moral blindness.

Feminist Perspectives

From a feminist viewpoint, the intended represents the limited roles and
voices available to women within the colonial and patriarchal structures
depicted in the novella. Her character is largely passive, defined by her
relationship to Kurtz and her idealized vision of him. This interpretation
highlights the gender dynamics in the story and critiques the marginalization
of women in colonial discourse.



Postcolonial Criticism

Postcolonial critics analyze the intended as a symbol of European complicity
in colonial exploitation. Her ignorance of the true nature of imperialism
reflects the broader societal denial and moral blindness that enabled
colonial atrocities. This reading emphasizes the novella’s critique of
imperialism and the ethical questions it raises about power and
responsibility.

Psychological Interpretations

Psychological analyses often focus on the intended’s role in illustrating
themes of repression and denial. Her idealization of Kurtz can be seen as a
manifestation of collective unconscious desires to maintain comforting
illusions. This approach deepens the understanding of how characters embody
broader human tendencies toward self-deception and avoidance of uncomfortable
truths.

The Intended’s Impact on Heart of Darkness’
Themes

The intended significantly influences the central themes of Heart of
Darkness, including the conflict between civilization and savagery, the
nature of truth, and the complexities of human morality. Her character serves
as a foil to the darker elements of the story, emphasizing the tension
between appearance and reality.

Civilization versus Savagery

The intended represents the supposed civility and moral superiority of
European society, which is challenged by the savage realities revealed in the
Congo. This opposition underscores the novella’s critique of the myth of
civilization and exposes the fragility of social constructs when confronted
with primal human impulses.

Truth and Illusion

The intended’s role centers on the theme of truth versus illusion, as she
clings to an idealized version of Kurtz. This dynamic raises questions about
the nature of truth and whether it is always beneficial or necessary to
confront it. The novella suggests that illusions can be both protective and
dangerous, complicating the moral landscape.



Human Morality and Complexity

Through the intended, Heart of Darkness explores the complexity of human
morality, particularly in the context of imperialism and personal
relationships. Her character highlights the difficulty of reconciling
idealized images with harsh realities and the ethical ambiguities that arise
when confronting uncomfortable truths.

Key Characteristics and Traits of the Intended

Understanding the intended’s personality and traits is essential to grasping
her role in Heart of Darkness. She is often characterized by her innocence,
idealism, and emotional devotion, which collectively define her symbolic
significance in the novella.

e Innocence: She remains unaware of the true nature of Kurtz’'s actions and
the brutality of colonialism.

e Idealism: Her perception of Kurtz is shaped by romantic and heroic
ideals.

e Emotional Devotion: Her loyalty and love for Kurtz persist despite the
absence of concrete knowledge about his fate.

e Naivety: She represents the European society’s ignorance concerning the
realities of imperialism.

The Intended’s Narrative Impact on Marlow

The intended also serves to influence Marlow’s reflections and decisions at
the novella’s end. His interactions with her highlight his internal struggle
with truth and deception, underscoring the psychological depth of the story’s
conclusion.

Marlow’s Moral Dilemma

Marlow’s choice to shield the intended from the truth about Kurtz’s last
words illustrates his moral dilemma between honesty and compassion. This
decision reflects the broader theme of the novella concerning the
complexities of human ethics and the cost of truth.



Reflection of European Society

Through the intended, Marlow confronts the values and illusions of European
society. His narrative to her serves as a commentary on the collective denial
that supports imperialism and the difficulty of challenging deeply ingrained
beliefs.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the Intended in Joseph Conrad's Heart of
Darkness?

The Intended is the fiancée of Kurtz, the central character in Heart of
Darkness. She represents the idealized and innocent woman who remains in
Europe, unaware of the true nature of Kurtz's actions in Africa.

What role does the Intended play in the narrative of
Heart of Darkness?

The Intended serves as a symbol of European naivety and idealism. Her
character contrasts with the darkness and moral ambiguity encountered in the
Congo, highlighting the theme of appearance versus reality.

How does Marlow's interaction with the Intended
reflect the themes of the novel?

Marlow lies to the Intended about Kurtz's last words, preserving her
idealized image of him. This interaction underscores themes of truth,
deception, and the difficulty of reconciling reality with comforting
illusions.

Why does Marlow choose to protect the Intended from
the truth about Kurtz?

Marlow chooses to protect the Intended to spare her emotional pain and to
preserve the noble image of Kurtz she holds. This decision reflects the
novel's exploration of moral ambiguity and the complexity of human
compassion.

How does the Intended symbolize European colonial
attitudes in Heart of Darkness?

The Intended embodies the European tendency to romanticize and overlook the
brutal realities of colonialism. Her ignorance of Kurtz's actions in Africa
represents the broader denial and moral blindness prevalent in European



society.

What is the significance of the Intended's lack of
awareness about Kurtz's deeds?

Her ignorance emphasizes the theme of blindness to truth and the disparity
between European perceptions and colonial realities. It highlights how
imperialism is often justified through selective knowledge and denial.

Does the Intended's character undergo any
development throughout the novel?

The Intended's character remains largely static, maintaining her idealized
view of Kurtz. This lack of development reinforces her symbolic role as a
representation of innocence and denial rather than a fully realized
individual.

How does the Intended contrast with other female
characters in Heart of Darkness?

Unlike other female characters who symbolize darkness and savagery, such as
Kurtz's African mistress, the Intended represents purity and civilization.
This contrast highlights the novel's exploration of dualities between
civilization and savagery.

Additional Resources

1. Apocalypse Now: The Making of a Classic

This book delves into the turbulent production of the iconic film "Apocalypse
Now," which was inspired by Joseph Conrad's *Heart of Darkness*. It explores

the challenges faced by director Francis Ford Coppola, the psychological toll
on the cast and crew, and the film’s interpretation of imperialism and human

savagery in a modern context. Readers gain a deeper understanding of how the

story was adapted from novella to cinema.

2. Darkness Visible: A Study of Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness

A critical analysis focusing on the themes, symbolism, and narrative style of
*Heart of Darkness*. This study explores Conrad’s portrayal of colonialism,
human nature, and the thin veneer of civilization. It also examines the
novella’s controversial legacy and its impact on postcolonial literature.

3. The Congo and the Heart of Darkness

This historical account provides context to the setting of Conrad’s novella,
detailing the brutal exploitation of the Congo Free State under King Leopold
IT. The book sheds light on the real atrocities that inspired the dark themes
of imperialism and moral decay in *Heart of Darkness*. It is essential
reading for those interested in the history behind the fiction.



4. Journey into the Interior: Exploring Themes in Heart of Darkness

This book offers a thematic exploration of the journey motif in Conrad’s
work, emphasizing the psychological and moral descent of the protagonist. It
discusses the symbolic significance of the river and the wilderness, as well
as the confrontation with the ‘other’ and self. The analysis helps readers
understand the novella’s depth beyond its plot.

5. Colonial Shadows: The Legacy of Imperialism in Literature

Examining a range of literary works influenced by colonial history, this book
situates *Heart of Darkness* within the broader context of imperial critique.
It discusses how various authors depict the complexities and contradictions
of empire, often highlighting the moral ambiguities and human cost. This
comparative study enriches the reader’s perspective on Conrad’s narrative.

6. Conrad’s Critics: Debates on Heart of Darkness

A compilation of critical essays and debates surrounding *Heart of Darkness*,
including responses from postcolonial scholars. This volume covers the
controversies over racial representation, narrative reliability, and Conrad’s
intentions. It provides a comprehensive overview of how interpretations of
the novella have evolved over time.

7. Into the Heart: Psychological Explorations in Heart of Darkness

Focusing on the psychological dimensions of Conrad’s novella, this book
analyzes the characters’ internal conflicts and the portrayal of madness. It
discusses the novella’s exploration of the subconscious, the nature of evil,
and the impact of isolation. The work bridges literature and psychology for
an insightful reading experience.

8. Echoes of Darkness: Modern Retellings of Heart of Darkness

This collection examines contemporary novels, films, and plays that draw on
the themes and narrative structure of *Heart of Darkness*. It highlights how
modern creators reinterpret Conrad’s work to address current issues such as
globalization, environmental destruction, and postcolonial identity. The book
reveals the enduring influence of the novella.

9. The River and the Self: Symbolism in Heart of Darkness

An in-depth study of the symbolic elements in *Heart of Darkness*,
particularly the central metaphor of the river journey. It discusses how the
river represents both a physical and spiritual passage, reflecting themes of
transformation, danger, and revelation. This book is valuable for readers
interested in literary symbolism and Conrad’s artistic techniques.
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